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The Importance of Vacuum Line Safety
Vacuum lines can have a suction force of up to 700 pounds.
Most commercially built pools have a built-in vacuum line. This line is in
addition to your skimmer and main drain suction, and if turned on, it can
have very strong suction, close to the force of both main drains and any
skimmers. The vacuum line is used for just that - vacuuming/cleaning your
pool. Without proper protection of this suction line, it can cause serious
bodily injury and even death if left exposed, so it is a requirement to have it
properly capped at all times when not in use.

Maintaining Your
Vacuum Line
Vacuum lines should be visually inspected as often as the pool is maintained,
which should be daily. It should have a self-latching cap that can only be
opened by the use of a tool (images above). The cap must be closed, fully
intact and should not have the ability to be opened by hand. The vacuum
line suction should also be turned off when not in use. When vacuuming the
pool, it may not be left unattended and there may not be any bathers within
the enclosure (especially not in the water). When finished, any extensions
must be removed, the suction should be turned off and the cap should be in
the fully closed position. Below are some examples of non-compliant
vacuum lines and caps:

Missing vacuum cap

Broken vacuum cap

Non-compliant vacuum cap;
does not self-latch and can
be pulled out by hand

FAQ
What about
cleaning my pool?

Pools should only be
vacuumed while no
bathers are in the
pool area and the
vacuum is being
monitored. For
automatic pool
vacuums, these are
prohibited unless the
entire pool area is
padlocked closed.
Where can I find
vacuum line caps?

Vacuum caps are sold
by many online
retailers and local
pool supply stores. It
is recommended that
you keep a backup
stock for immediate
replacements.

Worn vacuum cap; can be
opened by hand

The Maricopa County Environmental Health Code can also be found here. To find more general information
on pool safety, visit The Pool & Hot Tub Alliance.

