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Your Questions
• We review questions from prior week’s webinar and from our pre-webinar 

survey and phone calls
– Cannot respond to all questions asked during webinar

• This week’s top categories:
– Ill students
– School protocols v guidance
– Reporting
– Notifying families

• Enter your questions in the QUESTION BOX – we cannot respond to raised 
hands



• 7,213,419 Total Cases
• 206,402 Total Deaths
• 298,207 Cases in Last 7 Days

COVID-19 in Arizona
• 219,212 cases (+3,360 in 

past week)
– Confirmed and probable

• 5,674 deaths

Data updated: 9/30/20

Cumulative Case Counts Cumulative Case Rates 
per 100,000 population

National Data from CDC



COVID-19 in Maricopa County
• 141,987 cases in 

Maricopa
– Confirmed + probable
– +1,651 from last week

• 3,401 (2%) deaths

Data updated: 9/30/20



Lab Testing Data – Maricopa County

Data
updated 

9/30/2020
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Schools Outbreak Dashboard

https://phdata.maricopa.gov/Dashboard/e10a16d8-921f-4aac-b921-
26d95e638a45?e=false&vo=viewonly



Update! MCDPH K-12 Schools Webpages
• New this week on K-12 page

– More FAQs for Parents/Caregivers
– Contact Us form for Parents/Caregivers

https://www.maricopa.gov/5493/K-12-Schools-and-Childcare-Facilities#parents

https://www.maricopa.gov/5493/K-12-Schools-and-Childcare-Facilities#parents


Symptoms in children – MCDPH experience to date
• Approximately 13% of all COVID-19 cases in Maricopa County to date have been 

among kids ages 0-19
• The majority (over 75%) of all children with positive COVID-19 tests reported at 

least one symptom 
– The most common symptoms reported are similar to many viral infections – fever, 

headache, fatigue, muscle aches, cold symptoms, or diarrhea
• Pre-school children have fewer symptoms overall 

– Fever is the most common symptom in preschool children
• More than half of elementary school aged children reported fever and/or 

headache
• Children age 12 and over reported more symptoms overall 

– Over half reported fatigue, headache, muscle aches and loss of taste and smell. 
– Less than half report fever.



Update! Return to School for Sick 
Students/Staff

• Working on incorporating these updates into existing 
documents, which include:
– Removing “fatigue” from the symptom list
– Including a caveat that students/staff who have symptoms and are 

COVID unknown can return if symptoms are confirmed to be a part of 
a known chronic condition OR they have a lab-confirmed alternate 
diagnosis (e.g., flu, Strep throat).

– Clarifying how to handle students/staff who are close contacts of a 
COVID case



Update! Return to School for Sick
Students/Staff

1Symptoms consistent with COVID-19 in the 
school setting include fever or chills, cough, 
shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, 
muscle or body aches, headache, congestion or 
runny nose, new loss of taste or smell, sore 
throat, nausea or vomiting, and diarrhea.
2People with symptoms awaiting COVID-19 test 
results should isolate until results are known.
3The person may return to school as soon as 
feasible, if symptoms are confirmed by a doctor’s 
note to be part of a known chronic  non-
infectious condition (e.g., allergies, asthma). The 
person may return to school 24 hours after fever 
resolves and other symptoms improve if 
diagnosed with an alternate laboratory-
confirmed illness (e.g., Strep throat, influenza) 
by a doctor’s note.



Update! Return to School for Exposed Sick 
Students/Staff

1Symptoms consistent with COVID-19 in the 
school setting include fever or chills, cough, 
shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, 
muscle or body aches, headache, congestion or 
runny nose, new loss of taste or smell, sore 
throat, nausea or vomiting, and diarrhea.
2People with symptoms awaiting COVID-19 test 
results should isolate until results are known.



Update! Return to School for Exposed 
Asymptomatic Students/Staff

1Symptoms consistent with COVID-19 in the 
school setting include fever or chills, cough, 
shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, 
muscle or body aches, headache, congestion or 
runny nose, new loss of taste or smell, sore 
throat, nausea or vomiting, and diarrhea.
2People with symptoms awaiting COVID-19 test 
results should isolate until results are known.
3The person may return to school as soon as 
feasible, if symptoms are confirmed by a doctor’s 
note to be part of a known chronic  non-
infectious condition (e.g., allergies, asthma). The 
person may return to school 24 hours after fever 
resolves and other symptoms improve if 
diagnosed with an alternate laboratory-
confirmed illness (e.g., Strep throat, influenza) 
by a doctor’s note.
4People identified as close contacts of a person 
with COVID-19 should quarantine for 14 days 
after their last exposure, even if they have a 
negative COVID-19 test result.



UPDATE! COVID-19 Parent Hotline and 
Email Inbox

• Parents can email us:
– COVIDparenthotline@Maricopa.gov

• Parents can call the hotline:
– Dial 2-1-1
– Press option 6 for COVID-19
– Press option 3 to connect to a hotline staff member

• Focused on questions around outbreaks
• FAQs are available on K-12 webpage
• Contact Us form on K-12 webpage

mailto:COVIDparenthotline@Maricopa.gov


UPDATE: Testing for Exposed Students/Staff
• Working on a system to assist exposed students and staff 

testing with partner laboratories in the county
• Also will include schools who are reporting CLI outbreaks
• Will have information and process to start this next week



COVID-19 tests
Test PCR Test Antigen Test Antibody (Serology) Test

Looks for Pieces of SARS-CoV-2 in the 
nose, throat, or other areas in 
the respiratory tract

Pieces of proteins that make up 
the SARS-CoV-2 virus in the 
nose or throat

Antibodies (formed by the 
blood to fight off infections) 
against SARS-CoV-2.

To determine 
if

There is an ACTIVE infection There is an ACTIVE infection There was a PAST infection

Common ways 
to test

Nasal or throat swab Nasal or throat swab Blood sample

Positive test 
result means

Active COVID-19 infection Active COVID-19 infection COVID-19 infection happened in 
the past and antibodies developed 
to fight off the infection

Negative test 
result means

Probably not infected with COVID-
19 at the time of testing

SARS-CoV-2 viral proteins not 
detected. Does not rule out COVID-
19 in an asymptomatic person –
test again if suspicious that person 
has COVID-19

May not have had COVID-19 in the 
past



Guidance for retreating if data worsens
• Use two consecutive weeks of data
• First week of worsening data – plan for possible transition
• Second week:

– If data continues at higher level for any benchmark, retreat to 
appropriate learning scenario

– If data improves – no change to current learning scenario

• More details available on dashboard page
– https://www.maricopa.gov/5594/School-Metrics#after-reopening

https://www.maricopa.gov/5594/School-Metrics#after-reopening


Update
School PPE, Cloth mask & Disinfectant Request

• To request Hand Sanitizer, Cleaning Supplies or PPE, fill out a request:
• https://www.maricopa.gov/5585/Request-Resources#school

Adult size Pediatric size

Oxivir
(Hydrogen Peroxide)

ready to use

Virex II
(Quat Ammonium)

1:256 dilution

Please consolidate 
requests with your 

District or 
Organization

https://www.maricopa.gov/5585/Request-Resources#school


Storing face masks when not in use
• Wash hands or use hand sanitizer after putting on or taking off the 

mask
• Do not allow mask edges to touch
• Clearly label with person’s name
• Maintain distancing when storing



Isolation rooms
• What might isolation rooms look like? Please share examples of images

– Use your search engine to browse for “school isolation room covid”
– Share ideas with your colleagues

• Cleaning and disinfecting isolation rooms
– If person is in isolation room for 10 minutes or longer
– Wait as long as practical before beginning cleaning and disinfection to minimize 

potential for exposure to respiratory droplets.
– Open outside doors and windows to increase air circulation in the area.
– If possible, wait up to 24 hours before beginning cleaning and disinfection.
– Surfaces should be cleaned using soap (or a detergent) and water prior to disinfection.
– Disinfect with a disinfectant on List N: Disinfectants for use against SARs-CoV-2

• https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/clean-disinfect-
hygiene.html

https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/clean-disinfect-hygiene.html


Shared objects
• Avoid sharing objects that are difficult to clean
• Coronaviruses on surfaces and objects naturally die within hours to 

days
– Exposure to sunlight will reduce the time the virus survives on surfaces 

and objects
• CDC does not provide specific guidance on cleaning books

– Book preservation and library sciences websites suggest quarantining 
books  for up to 7 days after use

• Mitigation measures
– Hand-washing/ hand sanitizer use before and after handling shared 

objects
– Avoid touching nose and mouth (and mask!)



Report (via single report or line list)
 Known COVID test positive in student 

or staff member
– Even if student or staff member has not 

physically been on campus

 Reported COVID test positive in 
student or staff member

 Multiple students or staff with COVID-
like illness (CLI) illness in one 
classroom or school (≥10%)

Do Not Report
 Symptomatic students or staff with 

unknown test status (unless part of a 
CLI cluster – see left)

 Asymptomatic close contacts of 
someone who is COVID positive

 Household members who are COVID 
positive

Who should we report?

 Disease investigators will verify test results



Questions?
• Please visit Maricopa.gov/coronavirus
• SchoolHealth@maricopa.gov

– (602)-506-6767 
– This webinar will be posted to our website

mailto:SchoolHealth@maricopa.gov


Where to Find Previously Covered
Return to School Information
• Previous Webinars and Slides can be found on the Maricopa 

County Public Health website along with updated guidance

https://www.maricopa.gov/5493/K-12-
Schools-and-Childcare-Facilities

https://www.maricopa.gov/5493/K-12-Schools-and-Childcare-Facilities
https://www.maricopa.gov/5493/K-12-Schools-and-Childcare-Facilities
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