
 MARICOPA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS  MINUTE BOOK 

 
 SPECIAL SESSION 

February 13, 2008 
 

 - 1 -  

The Board of Supervisors of Maricopa County, Phoenix, Arizona, convened in Special Session at 10:00 
a.m., February 13, 2008, at the Maricopa County Emergency Operations Center, 2035 N 52nd St., 
Phoenix, Arizona, with the following members present: Andrew Kunasek, Chairman, District 3; Max W. 
Wilson, Vice Chairman, District 4; Fulton Brock, District 1 and Mary Rose Wilcox, District 5.  Absent:   Don 
Stapley, District 2.   Also present:  David Smith, County Manager and Liz Evans, Minutes Coordinator.  
Votes of the Members will be recorded as follows: aye-nay-absent-abstain. 
 
PRESS EVENT TO LAUNCH THE RUNNING OUT OF AIR CLEAN AIR CAMPAIGN 
 
Item:  The Board of Supervisors will officially launch Running Out of Air, a County-wide Clean Air 
Campaign aimed to build awareness for the poor air quality we are experiencing and encourage all 
Maricopa County residents to take action to clean the air. 
 
Chairman Kunasek welcomed everyone and acknowledged invited guests, including the Maricopa County 
Air Quality Department, Phoenix Suns and Dr. Chip Finch, Medical Director of Scottsdale Healthcare 
Osborn and Shea who also serves as a board member of the American Lung Association of Arizona. 
Supervisor Brock stated “Maricopa County faces a crisis with air pollution.  We take the risk of running out 
of clean air and it is up to each and every one of us to make sure this never happens. Not just those that 
are standing here today, but everyone in Maricopa County has to take responsibility to make a 
difference.”  
 
Mr. Brock announced that the Maricopa County Board of Supervisors and Maricopa County Air Quality 
Department are making a commitment to Maricopa County’s residents to clean our air. He explained that 
to meet this demand, a new web site called RunningOutofAir.com will serve as a tool to educate everyone 
in Maricopa County about the effects of dust pollution.  The website explains the causes of air pollution 
and recommends simple behavior changes that can be done each day to improve air quality. 
 
Supervisor Wilson urged Maricopa County residents to visit RunningOutofAir.com to make the 
commitment to cleaning up the valley’s air.  The four major commitments everyone is being asked to 
make are: 
 

• Use a rake or a broom rather than a leaf blower 
• Consolidate errands to cut down on multiple trips in your car 
• Don’t use wood burning fireplaces, especially on High Pollution Advisory days 
• Don’t ride ATVs in the open desert or in riverbeds 

 
Supervisor Wilcox asserted that the goal is to reduce dust pollution for everyone’s benefit because we all 
breathe the same air.  She noted some statistics related to air quality, as follows: 
 

• In 2005 the average hospital stay for Arizona residents with asthma was 3.2 days 
• In 2005 the number of Arizona residents having respiratory operations was 19,655 
• The percentage of Valley residents who still drive to work alone and don’t carpool is 91 

percent. These numbers only prove how critical it is that everyone in Maricopa County 
takes action to solve this crisis. 

 
Chairman Kunasek announced that the Phoenix Suns have stepped up to the challenge and have made 
the Clean Air Commitment.  He said that between now and March 22nd, anyone who visits RunningOutof 
Air.com or Suns.com and makes the Clean Air Commitment will be entered to win a 2008 Toyota Prius.  
Mr. Kunasek conveyed how proud Maricopa County is to have the Phoenix Suns as a partner and he 
thanked them for their commitment.  He emphasized that Running Out of Air is a grassroots effort that will 
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begin by encouraging everyone to make the Clean Air Commitment and join a network of residents 
dedicated to solving the air pollution crisis. 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED  
 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned.   
 
 

__________________________________ 
Andrew Kunasek, Chairman of the Board 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Fran McCarroll, Clerk of the Board  
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