
















 

Amended Report to the Building Code Advisory Board 
Prepared by the Maricopa County Planning and Development Department 

  
 
Cases:  TA2013001 – 2012 International Codes   
 
Meeting Date:   April 30, 2013  
 
Agenda Item: 1  
 
Supervisor District:   All 
 
Applicant: Staff 
 
Request: Initiate and Consider a Recommendation for a Text 

Amendment to the Maricopa County Local Additions & 
Addenda to adopt construction safety codes as amended 

 
Support/Opposition:  No known opposition. One letter of support. One general 

comment letter. 
 
Recommendation:  Recommend Approval 
 
Discussion: 

 
A text amendment to the Maricopa County Local Additions & Addenda (adopted 
construction safety codes) to adopt and amend the following: 
 

• 2012 International Building Code 
• 2012 International Residential Code 
• 2012 International Plumbing Code 
• 2012 International Mechanical Code 
• 2012 International Fuel Gas Code 
• 2012 International Green Construction Code 
• 2012 International Energy Conservation Code 
• 2012 International Existing Building Code 
• 2011 National Electric Code 

 
This text amendment to the Maricopa County Local Additions and Addenda proposes to 
replace the currently-adopted 2009 suite of building codes, with local amendments, with the 
updated 2012 suite of international building codes, with local amendments.  In addition, three 
new construction codes are being considered for adoption.  These codes include (1) the 2012 
International Existing Building Code, (2) the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code, and 
(3) the 2012 International Green Construction Code (voluntary basis only).  The purpose of the 
text amendment is to ensure updated construction safety codes with the Maricopa 
Association of Governments / Arizona Building Officials (MAG/AZBO) amendments that are 
consistent with other jurisdictions in the county and state.  The April 9, 2013 BCAB meeting 
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minutes and the leg-edit Local Additions and Addenda showing all proposed changes are 
attached. 
As noted, the proposed text amendment language is a repeal and replace of the existing 
document language for the Maricopa County Local Additions & Addenda. The leg-edit 
revised document is attached in its entirety. These are code updates and not substantial 
changes from current codes, except that the County has not previously adopted the Green 
Construction Code, Energy Conservation Code or the Existing Building Code – all of which are 
anticipated to be a benefit to our customers. Note that compliance to the Green 
Construction Code will be voluntary. 
 
More specifically, the changes to the Local Additions and Addenda and the ICC/NEC Codes, 
shown in leg-edit form on the attached proposed language exhibit, are as follows: 

 
Cover Page:   
1. Updated to March 2013. 

Reason for change: Update to current year. 
 
Table of Contents:  
1. Updated to reference the 2012 codes and add the IGCC, IECC and IEBC. 

Reason for change: Update to correct year reference and add the new codes. 
 
Chapter 1:  
1. No Changes. 
 
Chapter 2:   
1. Removed the $75 fee for Expedited in-house plan review. 

Reason for change: This is not a service we offer. 
 

2. Section 209. Noise Level Reduction. Updated Zoning Ordinance reference from 
Section 1007 to 1010. 
Reason for change: To reflect a change made to the Zoning Ordinance section. 
 

3. Section 210.2 Definitions, Swimming Pool. Added “This does not include decorative 
fountains that contain water under 12” deep”.  
Reason for change: Without this language, pool barriers are required around 
fountains, which is not necessary or practical. 
 

4. Section 211.1.5 of Residential Woodburning Regulations. Text changed in its entirety 
to match current Arizona Revised Statutes (ARS) for the four types of allowable 
fireplaces/wood stoves. 
Reason for change: To be consistent with ARS. 

 
Chapter 3: 
1. Section 301. Adopts and amends 2012 IBC and Appendix G Flood Resistance 

Construction.  
Reason for change: We don’t usually adopt appendices, but this one is necessary to 
maintain our standing in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). 
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Of note, Section 202 through Section 3109 are the MAG/AZBO amendments that did 
not change other than some slight editorial corrections. We are still exempting single 
family residences from fire sprinkler requirements. 

 
2. Section 302. Adopts and amends 2012 IRC. No changes other than some code 

section corrections. We are still exempting single family residences from fire sprinkler 
requirements. 
Reason for change: To update code section references. 
 

3. Section 303. Adopts and amends 2012 IMC with new MAG/AZBO amendments for 
Domestic Systems and Standards.  
Reason for change: To be consistent with MAG/AZBO jurisdictions. 
 

4. Section 304. Adopts and amends 2012 IPC with new MAG/AZBO amendment for 
Water Closet clearances. Kept same MAG/AZBO amendments for Discharge Piping 
and Vent Through Roof. 
Reason for change: To be consistent with MAG/AZBO jurisdictions. 
 

5. Section 305. Adopts and amends 2011 NEC with the City of Phoenix Amendments, 
which haven’t changed except for section number corrections to fit the new code. 
Reason for change: To be consistent with MAG/AZBO jurisdictions. 
 

6. Section 306. Adopts and amends 2003 IFC.  
No changes: This code still only applies to County-owned buildings. 
 

7. Section 307. Adopts and amends 2012 IFGC with same MAG/AZBO amendment for 
Burial Depth. 
Reason for change: To be consistent with MAG/AZBO jurisdictions. 
 

8. Section 308. Adopts and amends 2012 IGCC with City of Phoenix proposed 
amendments. Specifies that code is optional. 
Reason for change: To allow optional use of code for builders who want to be 
energy conscious. 
 

9. Section 309. Adopts and amends 2012 IECC with City of Phoenix and SRP proposed 
amendments for scoping and the RESNET testing and HERS ratings and pool motor 
requirements recommended by MAG/AZBO. 
Reason for change: To be consistent with MAG/AZBO jurisdictions. 
 

10. Section 310. Adopts 2012 IEBC with no amendments. 
Reason for change: To allow greater flexibility in the redevelopment of existing 
buildings. 
 

This item is being processed through the County’s Enhanced Regulatory Outreach Program 
(EROP).  A stakeholder meeting was held on February 22, 2013.  This item was presented to the 
Maricopa County Building Code Advisory Board (BCAB) on April 9th for discussion and will be 
presented on April 30, 2013 for initiation and possible recommendation.  At the April 30th 
meeting, the BCAB may recommend that the text amendment process be expedited.  An 
expedited process recommendation means that the BCAB would both initiate and make a 
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recommendation regarding the text amendment at the same meeting.  To be considered for 
the expedited process, the following three criteria must be met: (1) the amendment has been 
the subject of at least one Stakeholder Workshop (posted on the County’s web site at least 
two weeks in advance); (2) a draft of the regulatory change was available on the EROP web 
site at least two weeks prior to the Board hearing; and (3) the BCAB has received no 
opposition to the proposed text amendment and is recommending approval of the proposed 
language.  If the BCAB does not make a recommendation for expedited processing, an 
additional hearing date must be scheduled.     
 
In accordance with state statutes, this text amendment will also be heard by the Maricopa 
County Planning and Zoning Commission (Commission).  If these items are initiated at the April 
25, 2013 Commission meeting, and positively acted on at the April 30, 2013 BCAB, the 
anticipated Commission hearing for recommendation to the Board of Supervisors (BOS) is June 
6, 2013 and the tentative BOS hearing for adoption is July 17, 2013.  The regulations will take 
immediate effect upon approval, but with a three month grace period where compliance 
with either the 2009 or 2012 ICC Codes will be allowed.  This schedule is subject to change 
depending on information and recommendations received by the public and by the actions 
of the BCAB, Commission and/or BOS. 
 
The initial February 22nd Stakeholder Meeting was well attended and this matter was discussed. 
(No minutes of the meeting were prepared.) The stakeholders indicated compliance with the 
Green Construction Codes should be optional, and that an alternative to energy code 
compliance must be offered. Staff is proposing an alternative approach to compliance by 
documenting a Home Energy Rating System (HERS) Index of 70 or less.  There is no known 
opposition to the proposed language.  A letter of support was received from SRP, attached. A 
general letter from the New River/Desert Hills Community is attached. They did receive an 
email response that compliance with the Green Construction Code will be optional. At the 
April 9, 2013 BCAB meeting BCAB members and a representative from the Home Builders 
Association had questions that were answered by staff as shown on the attached minutes 
from that meeting. 
 
Recommendation:    

 
Staff recommends that the BCAB initiate TA2013001.   
 
Staff further recommends, if the EROP criteria are met, that the BCAB recommend that 
TA2013001 be approved for expedited EROP processing and that the Maricopa County 
Planning and Zoning Commission and Board of Supervisors adopt the 2013 Maricopa County 
Local Additions and Addenda which adopt and amend the 2012 ICC Codes and the 2011 
NEC Code. 
 
If the EROP criteria are not met, staff recommends that the BCAB take action to set a Special 
Meeting to hear TA2013001 on June 11, 2013.   
 
Prepared by Tom Ewers, Plan Review Manager 

 
Attachments: SRP letter (1 page) 
  New River/Desert Hills email (2 pages) and letter (2 pages) 
  4/9/13 BCAB minutes (4 pages) 
  Proposed language (50 pages) 
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Addendum to the Building Code Advisory Board 
Prepared by the Maricopa County Planning and Development Department 

  
 
Cases:  TA2013001 – 2012 International Codes   
 
Meeting Date:   May 21, 2013  
 
Agenda Item: 1  
 
Supervisor District:   All 
 
Applicant: Staff 
 
Request: Motion to Reconsider a Recommendation for at Text 

Amendment to the Maricopa County Local Additions 
& Addenda to adopt construction safety codes as 
amended 

 
This addendum is to attach email comments received from the Enhanced Regulatory 
Outreach Program.   

 
 
 

Attachments: Ann Hutchinson - New River - Desert Hills Community Association (1 page) 
  Rusdon Ray- GER Drafting Services (2 page) 
  Michael Fink (1 page) 
  Doris Siefker (1 page) 
 
  



From: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2013 2:49 PM 
To: 'Plan-Dev@nrdhca.com' 
Subject: FW: Regulatory Outreach 
 
Dear sir or madam: thank you for your comments and interest in this subject.  These comments will be 
provided to the BCAB at their 5/21/13 meeting, and to the P&Z at their 6/6/13 meeting. 
 
 
From: Plan-Dev@nrdhca.com [mailto:Plan-Dev@nrdhca.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, May 15, 2013 3:20 PM 
To: Regulatory 
Subject: Regulatory Outreach 
 
Citizen Comments 

Issue: PD-TA2013001 – 2012 International Codes 
 
Citizen's Name: Ann Hutchinson 
Organization: New River - Desert Hills Community Association 
City: New River - Desert Hills 
Zip: 85087 
Phone Number: 623-742-6514 
Phone Type: home 
Email: Plan-Dev@nrdhca.com 
 
Does citizen want to be contacted: no 

 
Comment is regarding: other 

 
Comments: 
The President of the New River - Desert Hills Community Association ask that these "Considerations and 
Questions" be submitted for the May 21 Building Code Advisory Council meeting. • Have you considered 
that going from having Energy Code to the 2012 Code will have a tremendous impact on anyone that has 
been planning (includes the engineering and financial side)? It is common practice for the planning to 
occur at least one year before submitting any documents to the County. Not only will the cost of materials 
be more, but there will be the mandatory cost of construction documents prepared by a design 
professional (designer, architect or engineer) plus the additional testing. • Has there been any research 
regarding the availability of materials? From an informal study, it appears that many existing doors and 
windows do not meet the codes. It is not evident that the manufactures have caught up with the code. • 
What is the cost and availability of 3rd Party contractors to do the additional testing procedure (even the 
REISNET and HERS alternative) • Could you clarify how remodeling (only those portions unaltered will be 
exempted) would comply to the code without having to change the other portions of the home (i.e. if the 
walls or roof insulation need to be changed, it is virtually impossible not to have to change the rest of the 
home)? • Could remodeling be exempt while additions not be exempt? • Construction documents to be 
prepared by a design professional (designer, architect or engineer). • Could the County make the 2012 
International Energy Conservation Code optional for 1 year to allow builders/people to get acquainted 
with the code (or at least the residential portion)?  
 
Time of Request: 5/15/2013 3:20:05 PM 
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From: Rusdon Ray [mailto:houseplansinaweek@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2013 2:54 PM 
To: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX 
Subject: RE: Regulatory Outreach 
 
Awesome. I hope I'm able to be to those meetings as well.  
 
Thanks for your reply Darren. 
 
Rusdon Ray 
GER Drafting Services 
2243 E. Claxton 
Gilbert, AZ 85297 
(480)988-2472 Office 
(480)988-5359 Fax 
www.houseplansinaweek.com 
  
 

The Defenders of Liberty 
God - Religion - Freedom - Peace - Family 

 
From: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX [mailto:DarrenGerard@mail.maricopa.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2013 2:50 PM 
To: 'houseplansinaweek@gmail.com' 
Subject: RE: Regulatory Outreach 
 
Mr. Ray: thank you for your comments and interest in this subject.  These comments will be provided to 
the BCAB at their 5/21/13 meeting, and to the P&Z at their 6/6/13 meeting. 
 
 
From: houseplansinaweek@gmail.com [mailto:houseplansinaweek@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2013 11:18 AM 
To: Regulatory 
Subject: Regulatory Outreach 
 
Citizen Comments 

Issue: PD-TA2013001 – 2012 International Codes 
 
Citizen's Name: Rusdon Ray 
Organization:  
City: Queen Creek 
Zip: 85142 
Phone Number:  
Phone Type:  
Email: houseplansinaweek@gmail.com 
 
Does citizen want to be contacted: yes 

 
Comment is regarding: express opposition 
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Comments: 
I hear the 2012 Codes are up for adoption. We have for the first time done our research into the ICC 
Codes and find them to be over the top now in just about every aspect and now they are doubling down 
and exponentially increasing building cost etc. not to mention a loss of personal choices by adding in the 
green and energy codes. Please do not adopt or encourage the adoption of these outrageous codes. 
 
Time of Request: 5/16/2013 11:17:53 AM 
 
 
 
 
 
From: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Friday, May 17, 2013 9:45 AM 
To: 'michael.j.fink@intel.com' 
Cc: Lynn Favour - PLANDEVX 
Subject: RE: Regulatory Outreach - Another Comment Re: TA2013001 
 
Mr. Fink: thank you for your comments and interest in this subject.  These comments will be provided to 
the BCAB at their 5/21/13 meeting, and to the P&Z at their 6/6/13 meeting. Please note the BCAB is well 
versed in the existing and proposed codes. 
 
 
From: michael.j.fink@intel.com [mailto:michael.j.fink@intel.com]  
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2013 2:55 PM 
To: Regulatory 
Subject: Regulatory Outreach 
 
Citizen Comments 

Issue: PD-TA2013001 – 2012 International Codes 
 
Citizen's Name: Michael Fink 
Organization: self 
City: Phoenix 
Zip: 85045 
Phone Number:  
Phone Type:  
Email: michael.j.fink@intel.com 
 
Does citizen want to be contacted:  

 
Comment is regarding: express opposition 

 
Comments: 
As I suspected, just doing 5 minutes worth of research on these codes turned up all sorts of nefarious 
intentions and results. These come from United Nations' Agenda21. There are many stories of innocent, 
law-abiding individuals being persecuted under these codes for no good reason. That should be enough 
to reject these codes, but here are some more reasons: I'll bet the council members haven't read a single 
word of these documents. Therefore I'm sure they have not thought about how they can be abused, how 
they fall short in some areas, and how they are overkill in others. Lastly, I'm sure the councilmembers 
cannot answer the question, "what problem are we trying to solve?" 
 
Time of Request: 5/16/2013 2:54:58 PM 
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From: Lynn Favour - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Tuesday, May 21, 2013 8:56 AM 
To: 'dks7@cox.net' 
Subject: RE: Regulatory Outreach 
 
Ms. Siefker, 
 
Thank you for your interest in this subject and for your insights.  Your comments are important to us and 
will be provided to the Building Code Advisory Board at their 5/21/13 meeting and to the Maricopa 
County Planning and Zoning Commission at their 6/6/13 meeting. 
 
 
 
From: dks7@cox.net [mailto:dks7@cox.net]  
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2013 3:42 PM 
To: Regulatory 
Subject: Regulatory Outreach 
 
Citizen Comments 

Issue: PD-TA2013001 – 2012 International Codes 
 
Citizen's Name: Doris Siefker 
Organization:  
City: Glendale 
Zip: 85306 
Phone Number: 602.938.0052 
Phone Type: home 
Email: dks7@cox.net 
 
Does citizen want to be contacted: no 

 
Comment is regarding: express opposition 

 
Comments: 
While looking for a ranch property I've done extensive research on International codes. These codes are 
very long and boring, they remove the property owner from the decision process of their own property. ie: 
R303 required temp in your house should be between 70 and 90. Really? Sorry, hot flashes must have 
temps lower than that. R302.1 required automatic sprinkler system in every room, how can we afford 
that? As you can see this is no different than the IRS. ALL CODE ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES 
MUST INCLUDE THE 4TH AMENDMENT “SEARCH AND SEIZURE” PROTECTIONS AS WELL AS 
DUE PROCESS APPEAL PROCEDURES. NO to the International Codes 
 
Time of Request: 5/20/2013 3:42:20 PM 
 

mailto:dks7@cox.net
mailto:dks7@cox.net
mailto:dks7@cox.net

	May 21, 2013 Staff Report
	April 30, 2013 Amended Staff Report
	Original Staff Report posted to the Web Site on April 16, 2013
	Addendum to May 21, 2013 adding additional comments that have been received

