
 

Report to the Board of Supervisors 
Prepared by the Maricopa County Planning and Development Department 

  
 
Cases:  TA2013001 – 2012 International Codes   
 
Meeting Date:   August 7, 2013  
 
Agenda Item: 2  
 
Supervisor District:   All 
 
Applicant: Staff 
 
Request: Consider a Recommendation for a Text Amendment to the 

Maricopa County Local Additions & Addenda to adopt 
construction safety codes as amended 

 
Support/Opposition:  One general comment letter, two (2) letters of support, and 

23 opposition emails. 
 
Recommendation:  Approval 
 
Discussion: 

 
A text amendment to the Maricopa County Local Additions & Addenda (adopted 
construction safety codes) to adopt and amend the following: 
 

• 2012 International Building Code 
• 2012 International Residential Code 
• 2012 International Plumbing Code 
• 2012 International Mechanical Code 
• 2012 International Fuel Gas Code 
• 2012 International Green Construction Code 
• 2012 International Energy Conservation Code 
• 2012 International Existing Building Code 
• 2011 National Electric Code 

 
This text amendment proposes to replace the currently-adopted 2009 suite of building codes, 
with local amendments, with the updated 2012 suite of international building codes, with local 
amendments.  In addition, three new construction codes are being considered for adoption.  
These codes include (1) the 2012 International Existing Building Code, (2) the 2012 International 
Energy Conservation Code, and (3) the 2012 International Green Construction Code 
(voluntary basis only).  The purpose of the text amendment is to ensure updated construction 
safety codes with the Maricopa Association of Governments / Arizona Building Officials 
(MAG/AZBO) amendments that are consistent with other jurisdictions in the county and state.  
The April 9, 2013, April 30, 2013 and May 21, 2013 BCAB meeting minutes and the leg-edit Local 
Additions and Addenda showing all proposed changes are attached. Also attached are the 
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specific pages amended as a result of the May 21, 2013 BCAB meeting and the June 6, 2013 
Planning & Zoning Commission meeting to: 
 
• Cover page: to update to June 2013 draft. 
• Table of Contents to update code references and page numbers. 
• Chapter 2- page 7 to add Licensing Time Frame Fees recently approved by the Board of 

Supervisors. 
• Chapter 3 – page 7 to add the Arizona Masonry Guild amendment. 
• Chapter 3- page 8 to add Home Builders Association amendments. 
• Chapter 3 – pages 19 and 20 to add Home Builders Association amendments. 
 
The legislative-edit revised document is attached in its entirety. Most of the changes are code 
updates and not substantial changes from current codes. The County has not previously 
adopted the Green Construction Code, which will be voluntary, the Existing Building code, 
which will benefit adaptive reuse for existing buildings, and the Energy Conservation Code.  
 
More specifically, the changes to the Local Additions and Addenda and the ICC/NEC Codes, 
shown in leg-edit form on the attached proposed language exhibit, are summarized as 
follows: 

 
Cover Page:   
1. Updated to March 2013., now June 2013. 

Reason for change: Update to current year. 
 
Table of Contents:  
1. Updated to reference the 2012 codes and add the IGCC, IECC and IEBC. 

Reason for change: Update to correct year reference and add the new codes. 
 
Chapter 1:  
1. No Changes. 
 
Chapter 2:   
1. Removed the $75 fee for Expedited in-house plan review. Now added the Licensing 

Time Frame Fees. 
Reason for change: This is not a service we offer. Licensing fees approved by BOS. 
 

2. Section 209. Noise Level Reduction. Updated Zoning Ordinance reference from 
Section 1007 to 1010. 
Reason for change: To reflect a change made to the Zoning Ordinance section. 
 

3. Section 210.2 Definitions, Swimming Pool. Added “This does not include decorative 
fountains that contain water under 12” deep”.  
Reason for change: Without this language, pool barriers are required around 
fountains, which is not necessary or practical. 
 

4. Section 211.1.5 of Residential Woodburning Regulations. Text changed in its entirety 
to match current Arizona Revised Statutes (ARS) for the four types of allowable 
fireplaces/wood stoves. 
Reason for change: To be consistent with ARS. 
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Chapter 3: 
1. Section 301. Adopts and amends 2012 IBC and Appendix G Flood Resistance 

Construction.  
Reason for change: We don’t usually adopt appendices, but this one is necessary to 
maintain our standing in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). 
Of note, Section 202 through Section 3109 are the MAG/AZBO amendments that did 
not change other than some slight editorial corrections. We are still exempting single 
family residences from fire sprinkler requirements. We are also adding an 
amendment to the wind load requirements for solid freestanding walls not over 7 
feet as requested by the Arizona Masonry Guild. 

 
2. Section 302. Adopts and amends 2012 IRC. No changes other than some code 

section corrections. We are still exempting single family residences from fire sprinkler 
requirements. Also added the Home Builders Association amendments. 
Reason for change: To update code section references and to incorporate the 
Home Builders Association amendments. 
 

3. Section 303. Adopts and amends 2012 IMC with new MAG/AZBO amendments for 
Domestic Systems and Standards.  
Reason for change: To be consistent with MAG/AZBO jurisdictions. 
 

4. Section 304. Adopts and amends 2012 IPC with new MAG/AZBO amendment for 
Water Closet clearances. Kept same MAG/AZBO amendments for Discharge Piping 
and Vent Through Roof. 
Reason for change: To be consistent with MAG/AZBO jurisdictions. 
 

5. Section 305. Adopts and amends 2011 NEC with the City of Phoenix Amendments, 
which haven’t changed except for section number corrections to fit the new code. 
Reason for change: To be consistent with MAG/AZBO jurisdictions. 
 

6. Section 306. Adopts and amends 2003 IFC.  
No changes: This code still only applies to County-owned buildings. 
 

7. Section 307. Adopts and amends 2012 IFGC with same MAG/AZBO amendment for 
Burial Depth. 
Reason for change: To be consistent with MAG/AZBO jurisdictions. 
 

8. Section 308. Adopts and amends 2012 IGCC with City of Phoenix proposed 
amendments. Specifies that code is optional. 
Reason for change: To allow optional use of code for builders who want to be 
energy conscious. 
 

9. Section 309. Adopts and amends 2012 IECC with City of Phoenix and SRP and Home 
Builders Association proposed amendments for scoping and the RESNET testing and 
HERS ratings and pool motor requirements recommended by MAG/AZBO. 
Reason for change: To be consistent with MAG/AZBO jurisdictions and to 
incorporate the Home Builders Association and SRP amendments. 
 

10. Section 310. Adopts 2012 IEBC with no amendments. 
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Reason for change: To allow greater flexibility in the redevelopment of existing 
buildings. 
 

This item is being processed through the County’s Enhanced Regulatory Outreach Program 
(EROP).  A stakeholder meeting was held on February 22, 2013.  This item was presented to the 
Maricopa County Building Code Advisory Board (BCAB) on April 9th for discussion and was 
presented and approved on April 30, 2013 for initiation and recommendation.  In order to 
provide ample opportunity for additional public testimony another BCAB hearing was held on 
May 21, 2013 where the BCAB affirmed its prior recommendation for approval. 
 
In accordance with state statutes, this text amendment was also heard by the Maricopa 
County Planning & Zoning Commission who unanimously recommended approval at their 
June 6, 2013 meeting.  TA2013001 is scheduled for BOS public hearing on August 7, 2013.  The 
regulations will take immediate effect upon approval, but with a three month grace period 
where compliance with either the 2009 or 2012 ICC Codes will be allowed.   
 
 
Recommendation:    

 
Staff recommends that the Board of Supervisors approve a Text Amendment to the 
Maricopa County Local Additions & Addenda to adopt construction safety codes as 
Amended. 
   
 
 
Prepared by Tom Ewers, Plan Review Manager 

 
Attachments: Updated LAA pages per BCAB and P&Z recommendation (7 pages) 
  Material submitted by SRP in favor (20 pages) 
  David & Sharon Mann letter in support (1 page) 
  Arizona Masonry Guild COP amendment (1 page) 
  Rudson Ray email in opposition (2 pages) 
  Gordon Ray email in opposition (1 page) 
  Proposed language (53 pages) 
  TA2013001 P&Z minutes 6/6/13 (DRAFT, excerpt, 3 pages) 

TA2013001 P&Z staff report 6/6/13 (total 168 pages) – will be provided under separate cover upon request 
TA2013001 P&Z staff report addendum #1 6/6/13 (total 31 pages) – will be provided under separate cover upon 
request 
TA2013001 P&Z staff report addendum #2 6/6/13 (total 67 pages) – will be provided under separate cover upon 
request 
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From: Lynn Favour - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Friday, June 28, 2013 9:24 AM 
To: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX; Tom Ewers - PLANDEVX; Marsha Spencer - PLANDEV 
Subject: Fw: codes 
 
 
  
From: Katie Prendergast - DIST2X  
Sent: Thursday, June 27, 2013 10:17 AM 
To: Lynn Favour - PLANDEVX  
Subject: FW: codes  
  
Hi Lynn, 
 
Another email in opposition to the building codes.  
 
Thanks! 
 
Katie 
 
From: Gordon Ray [mailto:gordonray49@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2013 11:23 AM 
To: Katie Prendergast - DIST2X 
Subject: codes 
 
Katie, 
 Can this comment from a citizen get to county supervisors and whoever else? 
 
Why are the citizens having to bear the burden of proof as to why they want to retain freedom 
and why freedom is better than more laws?  The burden of proof should be on staff and 
ultimately on council members who vote something into law.  They should be able to explain 
why a given code/law is important enough to take away freedom of choice---no matter how 
"little" that amount of freedom may be or seem.  There should be a question of "Is this important 
enough and imperative enough to remove freedom and restrict choice bearing the weight of 
law?" Rather than an automatic action of "Let's pass these laws unless someone can come up 
with enough reasons not to." 
 

 

Gordon Ray 
House Plans in a Week 
2243 E. Claxton Ave. 
Gilbert, AZ 85297 
480-988-2472 
www.houseplansinaweek.com 
 
 

mailto:gordonray49@gmail.com
http://www.houseplansinaweek.com/












































































































 

Text Amendment:  TA2013001 All Districts 
Applicant: Commission-Initiated  
Request: Text Amendment to the Maricopa County Local Additions & 

Addenda to adopt and amend updated construction safety 
codes 

 
Darren Gerard, Deputy Planning Director, referred the Commissioners to the two 
handouts they received at the meeting and the second addendum to the staff 
report, which included the verbatim language being recommended by staff after 
the May 21st Building Code Advisory Board (BCAB) meeting.  He introduced 
Tom Ewers, Chief Building Official and Plan Review Manager for Maricopa County 
Planning and Development Department.   
 
Mr. Ewers presented the above item.  He explained that every three years staff seeks 
to update the International Codes by adopting the Local Additions and Addenda.  
The changes between the 2009 and 2012 International Codes were minor in nature 
and most were editorial in that they took all of the definitions out of the different 
sections and moved them into Chapter 2 of each of the codes.  He explained the 
code books have black lines in the margins that show changes from one edition to 
the other, and the 2012 edition had very few black lines, except in Chapter 16 
which deals with some structural and wind load requirements and Chapter 17 which 
deals with special inspections requirements.  He stated staff was seeking to adopt 
the 2012 International Suite of Codes and the 2011 National Electrical Code.  He 
stated staff was also seeking to adopt the same amendments that were proposed 
by the Arizona Building Officials and the Maricopa Association of Governments 
Building Code Committee, which were included in the leg-edit draft that was 
presented to the BCAB at three different hearings and was being presented to the 
Planning & Zoning Commission.  Staff did receive proposed amendments from the 
Homebuilders Association and SRP that were included in staff’s original and revised 
drafts that were in the Commissioners’ packets.  The Arizona Masonry Counsel 
suggested an additional change that affects the wind loading on masonry fences, 
which was passed out to the Commissioners at the meeting, and would be include 
in the redraft going to the Board of Supervisors.  Staff has received a couple of 
letters of support and some emails in opposition, which were included in the 
Commissioners’ packets.  A letter of opposition was passed out to the 
Commissioners at the meeting and a letter from David and Sharon Mann supporting 
the adoption of the new codes, in particular, the adoption of the green code and 
the energy code was received at the meeting and Mr. Ewers read it into the record.  
Mr. Ewers indicated the Local Additions and Addenda with the MAG/AZBO 
amendments and some amendments from the Homebuilders Association, SRP and 
the Arizona Masonry Counsel were being presented to the Commission and staff 
asked the Commission recommend approval of TA2013001 to be forwarded to the 
Board of Supervisors. 
 
Chairman Deutsch asked if there were questions for staff. 
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Commissioner Pugmire asked if cost estimates had been done on the Codes’ effect 
on a typical house.  Mr. Ewers responded that staff had not done cost estimates.  He 
stated that with the Energy Codes there was the philosophy that whatever it costs, it 
saves.  Commissioner Pugmire asked if that was a philosophy or was it true.  
Mr. Ewers believed it was true, stating whatever improvements you make to a 
building that can save you energy will eventually pay for itself and then there is the 
difference in how many years it takes to pay for itself.  Commissioner Pugmire 
confirmed that they did not know of any cost increases created by the code.  
Mr. Ewers stated the changes being recommended from the 2009 Code were not 
sufficient to make any substantial cost difference in the construction of a building. 
 
Chairman Deutsch asked if there were any other questions for staff and asked 
Spencer Kamps if he wanted to speak. 
 
Spencer Kamps, representing the Homebuilders Association of Central Arizona, 
spoke in favor of the item.  Mr. Kamps stated they had worked well with staff in 
addressing some of their concerns related to the Codes.  He stated they supported, 
for the record, the adoption of the Building Codes.  He explained there were 
advantages to that for the industry as it related to uniformity and certainty in 
updating your Codes so they were supportive of that.  He stated they had concerns 
over the Energy Code and submitted amendments related to the HERS path to 
compliance.  Addressing the cost issue, Mr. Kamps stated the HERS path allows them 
to obtain the same energy savings to the home buyer as the Code with about half 
the cost, which was why they proposed the amendment and were grateful that it 
was being included in the Code.  He encouraged the Commissioners to pass it. 
 
Chairman Deutsch asked if there were any questions. 
 
Sharon Bonesteel, representing SRP, spoke in favor of the item.  Addressing 
Commissioner Pugmire’s comment on the cost savings, Ms. Bonesteel stated she 
provided to staff the Department of Energy’s review of the cost of the Energy Code 
as it related to the 2006 Energy Code and the 2009 and they were looking at a net 
positive cash flow within one year for the 2009 and two years for 2012.  She stated 
life-cycle cost savings were $6,550 in terms of money that residents would not be 
putting into utility bills and would be able to spend back into the community.  She 
stated the Energy Code was a code of many selections and paths, giving a lot of 
different options in the way people could comply with the Code.  Ms. Bonesteel 
stated one of the key elements about the IRC and the IECC was they allowed a 
small builder who builds one or two homes a year to have a prescriptive path, an 
easy path to take to comply with the code and they allowed the large scale 
homebuilders to utilize some of those other method that were very efficient when 
you are building 300 homes.  She stated she had been involved in the development 
of the building codes for probably 16 years, attended the code hearings, and been 
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a part of helping to write them and making sure that they were reasonable.  
Ms. Bonesteel urged the Commissioners’ support. 
 
Chairman Deutsch asked if there were any questions. 
 
Commissioner Aster asked for clarification of the $6,550.  Ms. Bonesteel explained 
the Arizona Energy and Cost Savings for New Single and Multi-Family Homes did cost 
savings comparisons of the 2012 Energy Code to the 2009 and 2006 Codes.  She 
stated they looked at life-cycle cost savings and net positive cash flow in a single 
pay back and the dollars and cents that people would be saving.  She stated the 
2012 Energy Code was expected to save a homeowner about $154 a year on up to 
maybe $500 a year, depending on the house, and the $6,550 had to do with life-
cycle cost savings. 
 
Chairman Deutsch asked if there were any other questions. 
 
COMMISSION ACTION:  Commissioner Aster moved to recommend approval and 
adoption of TA2013001; Vice-Chairman Smith seconded the motion which passed 
with a unanimous vote of 7-0. 
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From: Lynn Favour - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Monday, August 05, 2013 6:38 PM 
To: 'information@sierraclub.org' 
Cc: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX; Marsha Spencer - PLANDEV 
Subject: RE: Please support energy-saving building codes 
 
Dear Sierra Club, 
 
Thank you for sending this email on behalf of Cliff Wilkerson regarding TA2013001 (Building Codes).   
 
The Board of Supervisors will hear this item this Wednesday, 8/7, at their meeting that begins at 9:00 
a.m. in the Supervisor's Auditorium located at 205 W. Jefferson Street should you wish to attend. 
 
Thank you for your comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lynn Favour, AICP, Deputy Director 
Maricopa County Planning and Development Department 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Stephen Chucri - DIST2X  
Sent: Monday, August 05, 2013 3:22 PM 
To: Lynn Favour - PLANDEVX 
Cc: Katie Prendergast - DIST2X 
Subject: FW: Please support energy-saving building codes 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Sierra Club [mailto:information@sierraclub.org] On Behalf Of Cliff Wilkinson 
Sent: Thursday, August 01, 2013 4:05 AM 
To: Stephen Chucri - DIST2X 
Subject: Please support energy-saving building codes 
 
 
Aug 1, 2013 
 
Mr. Steve Chucri 
10th Floor 
301 West Jefferson Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85003-2143 
 
Dear Mr. Chucri, 
 
I ask that you please approve adoption of the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code. 
 
Adoption of these codes will help save energy and save consumers money, too. 

mailto:information@sierraclub.org


 
Energy efficient homes are more affordable, reduce default and foreclosure risk, drive down the short-
term and long-term cost of energy, improve air quality, reduce stress on our electrical grid, defer the 
need to construct costly new energy infrastructure, and decrease greenhouse gas emissions. Energy 
efficient homes are generally more comfortable, as well, with fewer hot spots in different areas. 
 
Energy efficient homes are 32 percent less likely to go into default. 
On average, Arizona homeowners with a home built under the 2012 energy code will save $6,550 over 
thirty years, and each year, the reduction to energy bills will significantly exceed increased mortgage 
costs. 
 
Please act now to help us reduce energy use and to save customers money! 
 
Thank you for considering my comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. Cliff Wilkinson 
942 W Emerald Cir 
Mesa, AZ 85210-3457 
 
 
  



From: Lynn Favour - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Monday, August 05, 2013 6:40 PM 
To: information@sierraclub.org 
Cc: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX; Marsha Spencer - PLANDEV 
Subject: RE: Please support energy-saving building codes 
 
Dear Sierra Club, 
 
Thank you for sending this email on behalf of Martin Smith regarding TA2013001 (Building Codes).   
 
The Board of Supervisors will hear this item this Wednesday, 8/7, at their meeting that begins at 9:00 
a.m. in the Supervisor's Auditorium located at 205 W. Jefferson Street should you wish to attend. 
 
Thank you for your comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lynn Favour, AICP, Deputy Director 
Maricopa County Planning and Development Department 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Stephen Chucri - DIST2X  
Sent: Monday, August 05, 2013 3:23 PM 
To: Lynn Favour - PLANDEVX 
Subject: FW: Please support energy-saving building codes 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Sierra Club [mailto:information@sierraclub.org] On Behalf Of Martin Smith 
Sent: Wednesday, July 31, 2013 12:13 PM 
To: Stephen Chucri - DIST2X 
Subject: Please support energy-saving building codes 
 
 
Jul 31, 2013 
 
Mr. Steve Chucri 
10th Floor 
301 West Jefferson Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85003-2143 
 
Dear Mr. Chucri, 
 
I ask that you please approve adoption of the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code. 
 
Adoption of these codes will help save energy and save consumers money, too. 
 

mailto:information@sierraclub.org


Energy efficient homes are more affordable, reduce default and foreclosure risk, drive down the short-
term and long-term cost of energy, improve air quality, reduce stress on our electrical grid, defer the 
need to construct costly new energy infrastructure, and decrease greenhouse gas emissions. Energy 
efficient homes are generally more comfortable, as well, with fewer hot spots in different areas. 
 
Energy efficient homes are 32 percent less likely to go into default. 
On average, Arizona homeowners with a home built under the 2012 energy code will save $6,550 over 
thirty years, and each year, the reduction to energy bills will significantly exceed increased mortgage 
costs. 
 
Please act now to help us reduce energy use and to save customers money! 
 
Thank you for considering my comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. Martin Smith 
8968 W Citrus Way 
Glendale, AZ 85305-5415 
(623) 707-5471 
 
 
  



From: Lynn Favour - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Monday, August 05, 2013 6:42 PM 
To: information@sierraclub.org 
Cc: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX; Marsha Spencer - PLANDEV 
Subject: RE: Please support energy-saving building codes 
 
Dear Sierra Club, 
 
Thank you for sending this email on behalf of Gerald Ziegler regarding TA2013001 (Building Codes).   
 
The Board of Supervisors will hear this item this Wednesday, 8/7, at their meeting that begins at 9:00 
a.m. in the Supervisor's Auditorium located at 205 W. Jefferson Street should you wish to attend. 
 
Thank you for your comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lynn Favour, AICP, Deputy Director 
Maricopa County Planning and Development Department 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Stephen Chucri - DIST2X  
Sent: Monday, August 05, 2013 3:28 PM 
To: Lynn Favour - PLANDEVX 
Subject: FW: Please support energy-saving building codes 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Sierra Club [mailto:information@sierraclub.org] On Behalf Of Gerald Ziegler 
Sent: Wednesday, July 31, 2013 3:01 PM 
To: Stephen Chucri - DIST2X 
Subject: Please support energy-saving building codes 
 
 
Jul 31, 2013 
 
Mr. Steve Chucri 
10th Floor 
301 West Jefferson Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85003-2143 
 
Dear Mr. Chucri, 
 
I ask that you please approve adoption of the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code. 
 
Adoption of these codes will help save energy and save consumers money, too. 
 

mailto:information@sierraclub.org


Energy efficient homes are more affordable, reduce default and foreclosure risk, drive down the short-
term and long-term cost of energy, improve air quality, reduce stress on our electrical grid, defer the 
need to construct costly new energy infrastructure, and decrease greenhouse gas emissions. Energy 
efficient homes are generally more comfortable, as well, with fewer hot spots in different areas. 
 
Energy efficient homes are 32 percent less likely to go into default. 
On average, Arizona homeowners with a home built under the 2012 energy code will save $6,550 over 
thirty years, and each year, the reduction to energy bills will significantly exceed increased mortgage 
costs. 
 
Please act now to help us reduce energy use and to save customers money! 
 
Thank you for considering my comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. Gerald Ziegler 
900 W Grove Pkwy 
Tempe, AZ 85283-4520 
(231) 288-3786 
 
 
  



From: Lynn Favour - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Monday, August 05, 2013 6:43 PM 
To: information@sierraclub.org 
Cc: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX; Marsha Spencer - PLANDEV 
Subject: RE: Please support energy-saving building codes 
 
Dear Sierra Club, 
 
Thank you for sending this email on behalf of Michael Weinand regarding TA2013001 (Building Codes).   
 
The Board of Supervisors will hear this item this Wednesday, 8/7, at their meeting that begins at 9:00 
a.m. in the Supervisor's Auditorium located at 205 W. Jefferson Street should you wish to attend. 
 
Thank you for your comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lynn Favour, AICP, Deputy Director 
Maricopa County Planning and Development Department 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Stephen Chucri - DIST2X  
Sent: Monday, August 05, 2013 3:29 PM 
To: Lynn Favour - PLANDEVX 
Subject: FW: Please support energy-saving building codes 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Sierra Club [mailto:information@sierraclub.org] On Behalf Of Michael Weinand 
Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2013 11:09 PM 
To: Stephen Chucri - DIST2X 
Subject: Please support energy-saving building codes 
 
 
Jul 26, 2013 
 
Mr. Steve Chucri 
10th Floor 
301 West Jefferson Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85003-2143 
 
Dear Mr. Chucri, 
 
I ask that you please approve adoption of the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code. 
 
Adoption of these codes will help save energy and save consumers money, too. 
 

mailto:information@sierraclub.org


Energy efficient homes are more affordable, reduce default and foreclosure risk, drive down the short-
term and long-term cost of energy, improve air quality, reduce stress on our electrical grid, defer the 
need to construct costly new energy infrastructure, and decrease greenhouse gas emissions. Energy 
efficient homes are generally more comfortable, as well, with fewer hot spots in different areas. 
 
Energy efficient homes are 32 percent less likely to go into default. 
On average, Arizona homeowners with a home built under the 2012 energy code will save $6,550 over 
thirty years, and each year, the reduction to energy bills will significantly exceed increased mortgage 
costs. 
 
Please act now to help us reduce energy use and to save customers money! 
 
Thank you for considering my comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. Michael Weinand 
215 W Portland St Unit 157c 
Phoenix, AZ 85003-5421 
(520) 780-1834 
 
 
  



From: Lynn Favour - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Monday, August 05, 2013 6:45 PM 
To: information@sierraclub.org 
Cc: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX; Marsha Spencer - PLANDEV 
Subject: RE: Please support energy-saving building codes 
 
Dear Sierra Club, 
 
Thank you for sending this email on behalf of Carolyn Maxon regarding TA2013001 (Building Codes).   
 
The Board of Supervisors will hear this item this Wednesday, 8/7, at their meeting that begins at 9:00 
a.m. in the Supervisor's Auditorium located at 205 W. Jefferson Street should you wish to attend. 
 
Thank you for your comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lynn Favour, AICP, Deputy Director 
Maricopa County Planning and Development Department 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Stephen Chucri - DIST2X  
Sent: Monday, August 05, 2013 3:29 PM 
To: Lynn Favour - PLANDEVX 
Subject: FW: Please support energy-saving building codes 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Sierra Club [mailto:information@sierraclub.org] On Behalf Of Carolyn Maxon 
Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2013 1:10 PM 
To: Stephen Chucri - DIST2X 
Subject: Please support energy-saving building codes 
 
 
Jul 25, 2013 
 
Mr. Steve Chucri 
10th Floor 
301 West Jefferson Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85003-2143 
 
Dear Mr. Chucri, 
 
I ask that you please approve adoption of the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code. 
 
Adoption of these codes will help save energy and save consumers money, too. 
 

mailto:information@sierraclub.org


Energy efficient homes are more affordable, reduce default and foreclosure risk, drive down the short-
term and long-term cost of energy, improve air quality, reduce stress on our electrical grid, defer the 
need to construct costly new energy infrastructure, and decrease greenhouse gas emissions. Energy 
efficient homes are generally more comfortable, as well, with fewer hot spots in different areas. 
 
Energy efficient homes are 32 percent less likely to go into default. 
On average, Arizona homeowners with a home built under the 2012 energy code will save $6,550 over 
thirty years, and each year, the reduction to energy bills will significantly exceed increased mortgage 
costs. 
 
Please act now to help us reduce energy use and to save customers money! 
 
Thank you for considering my comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mrs. Carolyn Maxon 
5958 E Aster Dr 
Scottsdale, AZ 85254-4335 
(480) 483-8267 
 
 
  



From: Lynn Favour - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Monday, August 05, 2013 6:46 PM 
To: information@sierraclub.org 
Cc: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX; Marsha Spencer - PLANDEV 
Subject: RE: Please support energy-saving building codes 
 
Dear Sierra Club, 
 
Thank you for sending this email on behalf of Jason Michael Walker regarding TA2013001 (Building 
Codes).   
 
The Board of Supervisors will hear this item this Wednesday, 8/7, at their meeting that begins at 9:00 
a.m. in the Supervisor's Auditorium located at 205 W. Jefferson Street should you wish to attend. 
 
Thank you for your comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lynn Favour, AICP, Deputy Director 
Maricopa County Planning and Development Department 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Stephen Chucri - DIST2X  
Sent: Monday, August 05, 2013 3:29 PM 
To: Lynn Favour - PLANDEVX 
Subject: FW: Please support energy-saving building codes 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Sierra Club [mailto:information@sierraclub.org] On Behalf Of Jason Michael Walker 
Sent: Tuesday, July 23, 2013 9:34 PM 
To: Stephen Chucri - DIST2X 
Subject: Please support energy-saving building codes 
 
 
Jul 23, 2013 
 
Mr. Steve Chucri 
10th Floor 
301 West Jefferson Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85003-2143 
 
Dear Mr. Chucri, 
 
I ask that you please approve adoption of the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code. 
 
Adoption of these codes will help save energy and save consumers money, too. 

mailto:information@sierraclub.org


 
Energy efficient homes are more affordable, reduce default and foreclosure risk, drive down the short-
term and long-term cost of energy, improve air quality, reduce stress on our electrical grid, defer the 
need to construct costly new energy infrastructure, and decrease greenhouse gas emissions. Energy 
efficient homes are generally more comfortable, as well, with fewer hot spots in different areas. 
 
Energy efficient homes are 32 percent less likely to go into default. 
On average, Arizona homeowners with a home built under the 2012 energy code will save $6,550 over 
thirty years, and each year, the reduction to energy bills will significantly exceed increased mortgage 
costs. 
 
Please act now to help us reduce energy use and to save customers money! 
 
Thank you for considering my comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. Jason Michael Walker 
6920 S 74th Ln 
Laveen, AZ 85339-5093 
(602) 690-9929 
 
 
  



From: Lynn Favour - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Monday, August 05, 2013 6:47 PM 
To: information@sierraclub.org 
Cc: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX; Marsha Spencer - PLANDEV 
Subject: RE: Please support energy-saving building codes 
 
Dear Sierra Club, 
 
Thank you for sending this email on behalf of Janice Butkiewicz regarding TA2013001 (Building Codes).   
 
The Board of Supervisors will hear this item this Wednesday, 8/7, at their meeting that begins at 9:00 
a.m. in the Supervisor's Auditorium located at 205 W. Jefferson Street should you wish to attend. 
 
Thank you for your comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lynn Favour, AICP, Deputy Director 
Maricopa County Planning and Development Department 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Stephen Chucri - DIST2X  
Sent: Monday, August 05, 2013 3:29 PM 
To: Lynn Favour - PLANDEVX 
Subject: FW: Please support energy-saving building codes 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Sierra Club [mailto:information@sierraclub.org] On Behalf Of Janice Butkiewicz 
Sent: Friday, July 19, 2013 5:34 PM 
To: Stephen Chucri - DIST2X 
Subject: Please support energy-saving building codes 
 
 
Jul 19, 2013 
 
Mr. Steve Chucri 
10th Floor 
301 West Jefferson Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85003-2143 
 
Dear Mr. Chucri, 
 
I ask that you please approve adoption of the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code. 
 
Adoption of these codes will help save energy and save consumers money, too. 
 

mailto:information@sierraclub.org


Energy efficient homes are more affordable, reduce default and foreclosure risk, drive down the short-
term and long-term cost of energy, improve air quality, reduce stress on our electrical grid, defer the 
need to construct costly new energy infrastructure, and decrease greenhouse gas emissions. Energy 
efficient homes are generally more comfortable, as well, with fewer hot spots in different areas. 
 
Energy efficient homes are 32 percent less likely to go into default. 
On average, Arizona homeowners with a home built under the 2012 energy code will save $6,550 over 
thirty years, and each year, the reduction to energy bills will significantly exceed increased mortgage 
costs. 
 
Please act now to help us reduce energy use and to save customers money! 
 
Thank you for considering my comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mrs. Janice Butkiewicz 
29073 N 122nd Dr 
Peoria, AZ 85383-2419 
 
 
 
 
 

  



From: Lynn Favour - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Monday, August 05, 2013 6:49 PM 
To: information@sierraclub.org 
Cc: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX; Marsha Spencer - PLANDEV 
Subject: RE: Please support energy-saving building codes 
 
Dear Sierra Club, 
 
Thank you for sending this email on behalf of Dr. Cady Berkel regarding TA2013001 (Building Codes).   
 
The Board of Supervisors will hear this item this Wednesday, 8/7, at their meeting that begins at 9:00 
a.m. in the Supervisor's Auditorium located at 205 W. Jefferson Street should you wish to attend. 
 
Thank you for your comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lynn Favour, AICP, Deputy Director 
Maricopa County Planning and Development Department 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Stephen Chucri - DIST2X  
Sent: Monday, August 05, 2013 3:29 PM 
To: Lynn Favour - PLANDEVX 
Subject: FW: Please support energy-saving building codes 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Sierra Club [mailto:information@sierraclub.org] On Behalf Of Cady Berkel 
Sent: Monday, July 15, 2013 1:07 PM 
To: Stephen Chucri - DIST2X 
Subject: Please support energy-saving building codes 
 
 
Jul 15, 2013 
 
Mr. Steve Chucri 
10th Floor 
301 West Jefferson Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85003-2143 
 
Dear Mr. Chucri, 
 
I ask that you please approve adoption of the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code. 
 
Adoption of these codes will help save energy and save consumers money, too. 
 

mailto:information@sierraclub.org


Energy efficient homes are more affordable, reduce default and foreclosure risk, drive down the short-
term and long-term cost of energy, improve air quality, reduce stress on our electrical grid, defer the 
need to construct costly new energy infrastructure, and decrease greenhouse gas emissions. Energy 
efficient homes are generally more comfortable, as well, with fewer hot spots in different areas. 
 
Energy efficient homes are 32 percent less likely to go into default. 
On average, Arizona homeowners with a home built under the 2012 energy code will save $6,550 over 
thirty years, and each year, the reduction to energy bills will significantly exceed increased mortgage 
costs. 
 
Please act now to help us reduce energy use and to save customers money! 
 
Thank you for considering my comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Cady Berkel 
148 W Vera Ln 
Tempe, AZ 85284-3915 
 
 
  



From: Lynn Favour - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Monday, August 05, 2013 6:50 PM 
To: information@sierraclub.org 
Cc: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX; Marsha Spencer - PLANDEV 
Subject: RE: Please support energy-saving building codes 
 
Dear Sierra Club, 
 
Thank you for sending this email on behalf of Elizabeth Freer regarding TA2013001 (Building Codes).   
 
The Board of Supervisors will hear this item this Wednesday, 8/7, at their meeting that begins at 9:00 
a.m. in the Supervisor's Auditorium located at 205 W. Jefferson Street should you wish to attend. 
 
Thank you for your comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lynn Favour, AICP, Deputy Director 
Maricopa County Planning and Development Department 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Stephen Chucri - DIST2X  
Sent: Monday, August 05, 2013 3:29 PM 
To: Lynn Favour - PLANDEVX 
Subject: FW: Please support energy-saving building codes 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Sierra Club [mailto:information@sierraclub.org] On Behalf Of Elizabeth Freer 
Sent: Saturday, July 13, 2013 10:19 AM 
To: Stephen Chucri - DIST2X 
Subject: Please support energy-saving building codes 
 
 
Jul 13, 2013 
 
Mr. Steve Chucri 
10th Floor 
301 West Jefferson Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85003-2143 
 
Dear Mr. Chucri, 
 
I ask that you please approve adoption of the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code. 
 
Adoption of these codes will help save energy and save consumers money, too. 
 

mailto:information@sierraclub.org


Energy efficient homes are more affordable, reduce default and foreclosure risk, drive down the short-
term and long-term cost of energy, improve air quality, reduce stress on our electrical grid, defer the 
need to construct costly new energy infrastructure, and decrease greenhouse gas emissions. Energy 
efficient homes are generally more comfortable, as well, with fewer hot spots in different areas. 
 
Energy efficient homes are 32 percent less likely to go into default. 
On average, Arizona homeowners with a home built under the 2012 energy code will save $6,550 over 
thirty years, and each year, the reduction to energy bills will significantly exceed increased mortgage 
costs. 
 
Please act now to help us reduce energy use and to save customers money! 
 
Thank you for considering my comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ms. Elizabeth Freer 
7436 E Chaparral Rd Unit B108 
Scottsdale, AZ 85250-7130 
 
 
 



 
Report to the Planning and Zoning Commission 

Prepared by the Maricopa County Planning and Development Department 
  

 
Cases:  TA2013001 – 2012 International Codes   
 
Meeting Date: June 6, 2013  
 
Agenda Item: 6 
 
Supervisor District:   All 
 
Applicant: Commission-initiated 
 
Request: Text Amendment Maricopa County Local Additions & 

Addenda to adopt and amend updated construction 
safety codes 

 
Support/Opposition:  One (1) email of support 
 
Recommendation:  Approval 
 
Discussion: 
 
1. TA2013001 is a text amendment to the Maricopa County Local Additions & Addenda 

(adopted construction safety codes) to adopt and amend the following: 
 

• 2012 International Building Code 
• 2012 International Residential Code 
• 2012 International Plumbing Code 
• 2012 International Mechanical Code 
• 2012 International Fuel Gas Code 
• 2012 International Green Construction Code 
• 2012 International Energy Conservation Code 
• 2012 International Existing Building Code 
• 2011 National Electric Code 

 
The proposed text amendment language is a repeal and replace of the existing 
document language for the Maricopa County Local Additions & Addenda. These are 
code updates and not expected to be substantial changes from current codes except 
that the County has not previously adopted the green construction code, energy 
conservation code or the existing building code – all of which are anticipated to be a 
benefit to our customers. Note the green construction code will be voluntary. 
 

2. This item is being processed through the County’s Enhanced Regulatory Outreach 
Program (EROP).  A stakeholder meeting was held on February 22, 2013. The 
Commission initiated TA2013001 at the April 25, 2013 ZIPPOR meeting. The matter was 
discussed at the April 9, 2013 Building Code Advisory Board (BCAB) meeting, and the 
BCAB voted to initiate the amendments at their April 30, 2013 meeting. The matter will 
be revisited by the BCAB at the May 21, 2013 (the 5/21/13 BCAB packet is attached but 
as of the writing of this report the results of that meeting are not known). If the 
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Commission acts positively today, the matter will go to the July 17, 2013 Board of 
Supervisors public hearing, and if adopted will take immediate effect. 

 
3. One email of support was received via EROP: 

 
From: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Tuesday, April 16, 2013 5:20 PM 
To: 'Ann Hutchinson'; Alan & Candy Muller 
Cc: Debra Stark - PLANDEVX; Michael Norris - PLANDEVX; Lynn Favour - PLANDEVX 
Subject: RE: TA2013001-002--003 New River-Desert Hills Community Association Response 
 
Ann & Alan: your comments are appreciated and will be printed for hand out at the 4/24 P&Z 
meeting.  The agenda and staff reports with attachments are available online.  Please note 
regarding TA2013001 that the green construction codes will be voluntary.  Also regarding 
TA2013003, please note that administrative drainage waivers will have site posting giving 
neighbors opportunity to provide comment, and that the administrative determination may be 
appealed to the Drainage Review Board.  Please let me know if this alleviates your 
concerns.  Darren 
 
From: Ann Hutchinson [mailto:behomes@q.com]  
Sent: Thursday, April 11, 2013 12:31 PM 
To: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX 
Cc: Alan & Candy Muller 
Subject: TA2013001-002--003 New River-Desert Hills Community Association Response 
[MEMO ATTACHED AT END OF REPORT] 
Darren,  
  
The attached has the New River - Desert Hills response and consultant’s 
analysis for TA2013001, TA2013002, and TA2013003 
  
Thank you for your consideration,  
  
Ann Hutchinson 
Planning and Development Liaison 
New River - Desert Hills Community Association 
515 E. Carefree Highway, #300 
Phoenix, AZ 85085-8839 
Email:  behomes@q.com 
www.nrdhca.org 
623-742-6514 

 
There is no known opposition to TA2013001 as of the writing of this report. The New River 
/ Desert Hills Community Association (NRDHCA) registered support via EROP and sent a 
memo, attached. Salt River Project (SRP) provided early written support at the 
stakeholder meeting, attached. There have been no suggestions to alter the language 
proposed at the ZIPPOR meeting. 

  
4. The proposed verbatim language is attached. 
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Recommendation:  

5. Staff recommends the Commission recommend approval of TA2013001 as shown in the
attachment and as recommended by the BCAB.

Prepared by: Darren V. Gerard, AICP, Deputy Director 

Attachments: NRDHCA memo of support (2 pages) 
SRP letter of support (1 page) 
DRAFT April 25, 2013 ZIPPOR minutes (not available as of the writing of this report) 
April 25, 2013 ZIPPOR packet (41 Pages) 
DRAFT May 21, 2013 BCAB minutes (not available as of the writing of this report) 
May 21, 2013 BCAB packet (116 pages) 
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Amended Report to the Building Code Advisory Board 
Prepared by the Maricopa County Planning and Development Department 

  
 
Cases:  TA2013001 – 2012 International Codes   
 
Meeting Date:   April 30, 2013  
 
Agenda Item: 1  
 
Supervisor District:   All 
 
Applicant: Staff 
 
Request: Initiate and Consider a Recommendation for a Text 

Amendment to the Maricopa County Local Additions & 
Addenda to adopt construction safety codes as amended 

 
Support/Opposition:  No known opposition. One letter of support. One general 

comment letter. 
 
Recommendation:  Recommend Approval 
 
Discussion: 

 
A text amendment to the Maricopa County Local Additions & Addenda (adopted 
construction safety codes) to adopt and amend the following: 
 

• 2012 International Building Code 
• 2012 International Residential Code 
• 2012 International Plumbing Code 
• 2012 International Mechanical Code 
• 2012 International Fuel Gas Code 
• 2012 International Green Construction Code 
• 2012 International Energy Conservation Code 
• 2012 International Existing Building Code 
• 2011 National Electric Code 

 
This text amendment to the Maricopa County Local Additions and Addenda proposes to 
replace the currently-adopted 2009 suite of building codes, with local amendments, with the 
updated 2012 suite of international building codes, with local amendments.  In addition, three 
new construction codes are being considered for adoption.  These codes include (1) the 2012 
International Existing Building Code, (2) the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code, and 
(3) the 2012 International Green Construction Code (voluntary basis only).  The purpose of the 
text amendment is to ensure updated construction safety codes with the Maricopa 
Association of Governments / Arizona Building Officials (MAG/AZBO) amendments that are 
consistent with other jurisdictions in the county and state.  The April 9, 2013 BCAB meeting 
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minutes and the leg-edit Local Additions and Addenda showing all proposed changes are 
attached. 
As noted, the proposed text amendment language is a repeal and replace of the existing 
document language for the Maricopa County Local Additions & Addenda. The leg-edit 
revised document is attached in its entirety. These are code updates and not substantial 
changes from current codes, except that the County has not previously adopted the Green 
Construction Code, Energy Conservation Code or the Existing Building Code – all of which are 
anticipated to be a benefit to our customers. Note that compliance to the Green 
Construction Code will be voluntary. 
 
More specifically, the changes to the Local Additions and Addenda and the ICC/NEC Codes, 
shown in leg-edit form on the attached proposed language exhibit, are as follows: 

 
Cover Page:   
1. Updated to March 2013. 

Reason for change: Update to current year. 
 
Table of Contents:  
1. Updated to reference the 2012 codes and add the IGCC, IECC and IEBC. 

Reason for change: Update to correct year reference and add the new codes. 
 
Chapter 1:  
1. No Changes. 
 
Chapter 2:   
1. Removed the $75 fee for Expedited in-house plan review. 

Reason for change: This is not a service we offer. 
 

2. Section 209. Noise Level Reduction. Updated Zoning Ordinance reference from 
Section 1007 to 1010. 
Reason for change: To reflect a change made to the Zoning Ordinance section. 
 

3. Section 210.2 Definitions, Swimming Pool. Added “This does not include decorative 
fountains that contain water under 12” deep”.  
Reason for change: Without this language, pool barriers are required around 
fountains, which is not necessary or practical. 
 

4. Section 211.1.5 of Residential Woodburning Regulations. Text changed in its entirety 
to match current Arizona Revised Statutes (ARS) for the four types of allowable 
fireplaces/wood stoves. 
Reason for change: To be consistent with ARS. 

 
Chapter 3: 
1. Section 301. Adopts and amends 2012 IBC and Appendix G Flood Resistance 

Construction.  
Reason for change: We don’t usually adopt appendices, but this one is necessary to 
maintain our standing in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). 
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Of note, Section 202 through Section 3109 are the MAG/AZBO amendments that did 
not change other than some slight editorial corrections. We are still exempting single 
family residences from fire sprinkler requirements. 

 
2. Section 302. Adopts and amends 2012 IRC. No changes other than some code 

section corrections. We are still exempting single family residences from fire sprinkler 
requirements. 
Reason for change: To update code section references. 
 

3. Section 303. Adopts and amends 2012 IMC with new MAG/AZBO amendments for 
Domestic Systems and Standards.  
Reason for change: To be consistent with MAG/AZBO jurisdictions. 
 

4. Section 304. Adopts and amends 2012 IPC with new MAG/AZBO amendment for 
Water Closet clearances. Kept same MAG/AZBO amendments for Discharge Piping 
and Vent Through Roof. 
Reason for change: To be consistent with MAG/AZBO jurisdictions. 
 

5. Section 305. Adopts and amends 2011 NEC with the City of Phoenix Amendments, 
which haven’t changed except for section number corrections to fit the new code. 
Reason for change: To be consistent with MAG/AZBO jurisdictions. 
 

6. Section 306. Adopts and amends 2003 IFC.  
No changes: This code still only applies to County-owned buildings. 
 

7. Section 307. Adopts and amends 2012 IFGC with same MAG/AZBO amendment for 
Burial Depth. 
Reason for change: To be consistent with MAG/AZBO jurisdictions. 
 

8. Section 308. Adopts and amends 2012 IGCC with City of Phoenix proposed 
amendments. Specifies that code is optional. 
Reason for change: To allow optional use of code for builders who want to be 
energy conscious. 
 

9. Section 309. Adopts and amends 2012 IECC with City of Phoenix and SRP proposed 
amendments for scoping and the RESNET testing and HERS ratings and pool motor 
requirements recommended by MAG/AZBO. 
Reason for change: To be consistent with MAG/AZBO jurisdictions. 
 

10. Section 310. Adopts 2012 IEBC with no amendments. 
Reason for change: To allow greater flexibility in the redevelopment of existing 
buildings. 
 

This item is being processed through the County’s Enhanced Regulatory Outreach Program 
(EROP).  A stakeholder meeting was held on February 22, 2013.  This item was presented to the 
Maricopa County Building Code Advisory Board (BCAB) on April 9th for discussion and will be 
presented on April 30, 2013 for initiation and possible recommendation.  At the April 30th 
meeting, the BCAB may recommend that the text amendment process be expedited.  An 
expedited process recommendation means that the BCAB would both initiate and make a 
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recommendation regarding the text amendment at the same meeting.  To be considered for 
the expedited process, the following three criteria must be met: (1) the amendment has been 
the subject of at least one Stakeholder Workshop (posted on the County’s web site at least 
two weeks in advance); (2) a draft of the regulatory change was available on the EROP web 
site at least two weeks prior to the Board hearing; and (3) the BCAB has received no 
opposition to the proposed text amendment and is recommending approval of the proposed 
language.  If the BCAB does not make a recommendation for expedited processing, an 
additional hearing date must be scheduled.     
 
In accordance with state statutes, this text amendment will also be heard by the Maricopa 
County Planning and Zoning Commission (Commission).  If these items are initiated at the April 
25, 2013 Commission meeting, and positively acted on at the April 30, 2013 BCAB, the 
anticipated Commission hearing for recommendation to the Board of Supervisors (BOS) is June 
6, 2013 and the tentative BOS hearing for adoption is July 17, 2013.  The regulations will take 
immediate effect upon approval, but with a three month grace period where compliance 
with either the 2009 or 2012 ICC Codes will be allowed.  This schedule is subject to change 
depending on information and recommendations received by the public and by the actions 
of the BCAB, Commission and/or BOS. 
 
The initial February 22nd Stakeholder Meeting was well attended and this matter was discussed. 
(No minutes of the meeting were prepared.) The stakeholders indicated compliance with the 
Green Construction Codes should be optional, and that an alternative to energy code 
compliance must be offered. Staff is proposing an alternative approach to compliance by 
documenting a Home Energy Rating System (HERS) Index of 70 or less.  There is no known 
opposition to the proposed language.  A letter of support was received from SRP, attached. A 
general letter from the New River/Desert Hills Community is attached. They did receive an 
email response that compliance with the Green Construction Code will be optional. At the 
April 9, 2013 BCAB meeting BCAB members and a representative from the Home Builders 
Association had questions that were answered by staff as shown on the attached minutes 
from that meeting. 
 
Recommendation:    

 
Staff recommends that the BCAB initiate TA2013001.   
 
Staff further recommends, if the EROP criteria are met, that the BCAB recommend that 
TA2013001 be approved for expedited EROP processing and that the Maricopa County 
Planning and Zoning Commission and Board of Supervisors adopt the 2013 Maricopa County 
Local Additions and Addenda which adopt and amend the 2012 ICC Codes and the 2011 
NEC Code. 
 
If the EROP criteria are not met, staff recommends that the BCAB take action to set a Special 
Meeting to hear TA2013001 on June 11, 2013.   
 
Prepared by Tom Ewers, Plan Review Manager 

 
Attachments: SRP letter (1 page) 
  New River/Desert Hills email (2 pages) and letter (2 pages) 
  4/9/13 BCAB minutes (4 pages) 
  Proposed language (50 pages) 
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Addendum to the Building Code Advisory Board 
Prepared by the Maricopa County Planning and Development Department 

  
 
Cases:  TA2013001 – 2012 International Codes   
 
Meeting Date:   May 21, 2013  
 
Agenda Item: 1  
 
Supervisor District:   All 
 
Applicant: Staff 
 
Request: Motion to Reconsider a Recommendation for at Text 

Amendment to the Maricopa County Local Additions 
& Addenda to adopt construction safety codes as 
amended 

 
This addendum is to attach email comments received from the Enhanced Regulatory 
Outreach Program.   

 
 
 

Attachments: Ann Hutchinson - New River - Desert Hills Community Association (1 page) 
  Rusdon Ray- GER Drafting Services (2 page) 
  Michael Fink (1 page) 
  Doris Siefker (1 page) 
 
  



From: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2013 2:49 PM 
To: 'Plan-Dev@nrdhca.com' 
Subject: FW: Regulatory Outreach 
 
Dear sir or madam: thank you for your comments and interest in this subject.  These comments will be 
provided to the BCAB at their 5/21/13 meeting, and to the P&Z at their 6/6/13 meeting. 
 
 
From: Plan-Dev@nrdhca.com [mailto:Plan-Dev@nrdhca.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, May 15, 2013 3:20 PM 
To: Regulatory 
Subject: Regulatory Outreach 
 
Citizen Comments 

Issue: PD-TA2013001 – 2012 International Codes 
 
Citizen's Name: Ann Hutchinson 
Organization: New River - Desert Hills Community Association 
City: New River - Desert Hills 
Zip: 85087 
Phone Number: 623-742-6514 
Phone Type: home 
Email: Plan-Dev@nrdhca.com 
 
Does citizen want to be contacted: no 

 
Comment is regarding: other 

 
Comments: 
The President of the New River - Desert Hills Community Association ask that these "Considerations and 
Questions" be submitted for the May 21 Building Code Advisory Council meeting. • Have you considered 
that going from having Energy Code to the 2012 Code will have a tremendous impact on anyone that has 
been planning (includes the engineering and financial side)? It is common practice for the planning to 
occur at least one year before submitting any documents to the County. Not only will the cost of materials 
be more, but there will be the mandatory cost of construction documents prepared by a design 
professional (designer, architect or engineer) plus the additional testing. • Has there been any research 
regarding the availability of materials? From an informal study, it appears that many existing doors and 
windows do not meet the codes. It is not evident that the manufactures have caught up with the code. • 
What is the cost and availability of 3rd Party contractors to do the additional testing procedure (even the 
REISNET and HERS alternative) • Could you clarify how remodeling (only those portions unaltered will be 
exempted) would comply to the code without having to change the other portions of the home (i.e. if the 
walls or roof insulation need to be changed, it is virtually impossible not to have to change the rest of the 
home)? • Could remodeling be exempt while additions not be exempt? • Construction documents to be 
prepared by a design professional (designer, architect or engineer). • Could the County make the 2012 
International Energy Conservation Code optional for 1 year to allow builders/people to get acquainted 
with the code (or at least the residential portion)?  
 
Time of Request: 5/15/2013 3:20:05 PM 
  

mailto:Plan-Dev@nrdhca.com
mailto:Plan-Dev@nrdhca.com
mailto:Plan-Dev@nrdhca.com


From: Rusdon Ray [mailto:houseplansinaweek@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2013 2:54 PM 
To: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX 
Subject: RE: Regulatory Outreach 
 
Awesome. I hope I'm able to be to those meetings as well.  
 
Thanks for your reply Darren. 
 
Rusdon Ray 
GER Drafting Services 
2243 E. Claxton 
Gilbert, AZ 85297 
(480)988-2472 Office 
(480)988-5359 Fax 
www.houseplansinaweek.com 
  
 

The Defenders of Liberty 
God - Religion - Freedom - Peace - Family 

 
From: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX [mailto:DarrenGerard@mail.maricopa.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2013 2:50 PM 
To: 'houseplansinaweek@gmail.com' 
Subject: RE: Regulatory Outreach 
 
Mr. Ray: thank you for your comments and interest in this subject.  These comments will be provided to 
the BCAB at their 5/21/13 meeting, and to the P&Z at their 6/6/13 meeting. 
 
 
From: houseplansinaweek@gmail.com [mailto:houseplansinaweek@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2013 11:18 AM 
To: Regulatory 
Subject: Regulatory Outreach 
 
Citizen Comments 

Issue: PD-TA2013001 – 2012 International Codes 
 
Citizen's Name: Rusdon Ray 
Organization:  
City: Queen Creek 
Zip: 85142 
Phone Number:  
Phone Type:  
Email: houseplansinaweek@gmail.com 
 
Does citizen want to be contacted: yes 

 
Comment is regarding: express opposition 

 

mailto:houseplansinaweek@gmail.com
tel:%28480%29988-2472
tel:%28480%29988-5359
http://www.houseplansinaweek.com/
mailto:DarrenGerard@mail.maricopa.gov
mailto:houseplansinaweek@gmail.com
mailto:houseplansinaweek@gmail.com
mailto:houseplansinaweek@gmail.com


Comments: 
I hear the 2012 Codes are up for adoption. We have for the first time done our research into the ICC 
Codes and find them to be over the top now in just about every aspect and now they are doubling down 
and exponentially increasing building cost etc. not to mention a loss of personal choices by adding in the 
green and energy codes. Please do not adopt or encourage the adoption of these outrageous codes. 
 
Time of Request: 5/16/2013 11:17:53 AM 
 
 
 
 
 
From: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Friday, May 17, 2013 9:45 AM 
To: 'michael.j.fink@intel.com' 
Cc: Lynn Favour - PLANDEVX 
Subject: RE: Regulatory Outreach - Another Comment Re: TA2013001 
 
Mr. Fink: thank you for your comments and interest in this subject.  These comments will be provided to 
the BCAB at their 5/21/13 meeting, and to the P&Z at their 6/6/13 meeting. Please note the BCAB is well 
versed in the existing and proposed codes. 
 
 
From: michael.j.fink@intel.com [mailto:michael.j.fink@intel.com]  
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2013 2:55 PM 
To: Regulatory 
Subject: Regulatory Outreach 
 
Citizen Comments 

Issue: PD-TA2013001 – 2012 International Codes 
 
Citizen's Name: Michael Fink 
Organization: self 
City: Phoenix 
Zip: 85045 
Phone Number:  
Phone Type:  
Email: michael.j.fink@intel.com 
 
Does citizen want to be contacted:  

 
Comment is regarding: express opposition 

 
Comments: 
As I suspected, just doing 5 minutes worth of research on these codes turned up all sorts of nefarious 
intentions and results. These come from United Nations' Agenda21. There are many stories of innocent, 
law-abiding individuals being persecuted under these codes for no good reason. That should be enough 
to reject these codes, but here are some more reasons: I'll bet the council members haven't read a single 
word of these documents. Therefore I'm sure they have not thought about how they can be abused, how 
they fall short in some areas, and how they are overkill in others. Lastly, I'm sure the councilmembers 
cannot answer the question, "what problem are we trying to solve?" 
 
Time of Request: 5/16/2013 2:54:58 PM 
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From: Lynn Favour - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Tuesday, May 21, 2013 8:56 AM 
To: 'dks7@cox.net' 
Subject: RE: Regulatory Outreach 
 
Ms. Siefker, 
 
Thank you for your interest in this subject and for your insights.  Your comments are important to us and 
will be provided to the Building Code Advisory Board at their 5/21/13 meeting and to the Maricopa 
County Planning and Zoning Commission at their 6/6/13 meeting. 
 
 
 
From: dks7@cox.net [mailto:dks7@cox.net]  
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2013 3:42 PM 
To: Regulatory 
Subject: Regulatory Outreach 
 
Citizen Comments 

Issue: PD-TA2013001 – 2012 International Codes 
 
Citizen's Name: Doris Siefker 
Organization:  
City: Glendale 
Zip: 85306 
Phone Number: 602.938.0052 
Phone Type: home 
Email: dks7@cox.net 
 
Does citizen want to be contacted: no 

 
Comment is regarding: express opposition 

 
Comments: 
While looking for a ranch property I've done extensive research on International codes. These codes are 
very long and boring, they remove the property owner from the decision process of their own property. ie: 
R303 required temp in your house should be between 70 and 90. Really? Sorry, hot flashes must have 
temps lower than that. R302.1 required automatic sprinkler system in every room, how can we afford 
that? As you can see this is no different than the IRS. ALL CODE ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES 
MUST INCLUDE THE 4TH AMENDMENT “SEARCH AND SEIZURE” PROTECTIONS AS WELL AS 
DUE PROCESS APPEAL PROCEDURES. NO to the International Codes 
 
Time of Request: 5/20/2013 3:42:20 PM 
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Addendum to the Planning and Zoning Commission 
Prepared by the Maricopa County Planning and Development Department 

  
 
Cases:  TA2013001 – 2012 International Codes   
 
Meeting Date:   June 6, 2013  
 
Agenda Item: 6  
 
Supervisor District:   All 
 
Applicant: Commission-initiated 
 
Request: Text Amendment Maricopa County Local Additions & 

Addenda to adopt and amend updated 
construction safety codes 

 
This addendum is to attach public comments received since the Commission report 
was originally linked onto the Enhanced Regulatory Outreach Program (EROP) website. 
This addendum is provided to the Commission in tandem with the report. It includes 
public comments received via EROP, public comments sent directly to the Board of 
Supervisors (BOS) offices, and the draft extract 4/25/13 ZIPPOR minutes. 
 
The most recent comment from the New River – Desert Hills Community Association, 
date 5/15/13, expresses some concern with TA2013001.  Three (3) people have 
registered opposition to TA2013001 via EROP. Eighteen (18) people sent emails of 
opposition to the BOS offices (two of which were duplicates of opposition registered on 
EROP). 
 
This matter was discussed at the May 21st Building Code Advisory Board (BCAB) 
meeting.  They answered technical questions from the audience, and voted 
unanimously to recommend approval of TA2013001 to the BOS. 
 

 
 

dvg 
 
Attachments: Additional Public Comments Received via EROP (4 pages) 
  Additional Public Comments (24 pages) 
  Extract DRAFT 4/25/13 ZIPPOR minutes (2 pages) 
 



ADDITIONAL PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED VIA EROP 
New River - Desert Hills Community Association 
Rusdon Ray- GER Drafting Services 
Michael Fink 
Doris Siefker 
 
 

From: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2013 2:49 PM 
To: 'Plan-Dev@nrdhca.com' 
Subject: FW: Regulatory Outreach 
 
Dear sir or madam: thank you for your comments and interest in this subject.  These comments 
will be provided to the BCAB at their 5/21/13 meeting, and to the P&Z at their 6/6/13 meeting. 
 
From: Plan-Dev@nrdhca.com [mailto:Plan-Dev@nrdhca.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, May 15, 2013 3:20 PM 
To: Regulatory 
Subject: Regulatory Outreach 
 
Citizen Comments 

Issue: PD-TA2013001 – 2012 International Codes 
 
Citizen's Name: Ann Hutchinson 
Organization: New River - Desert Hills Community Association 
City: New River - Desert Hills 
Zip: 85087 
Phone Number: 623-742-6514 
Phone Type: home 
Email: Plan-Dev@nrdhca.com 
 
Does citizen want to be contacted: no 

 
Comment is regarding: other 

 
Comments: 
The President of the New River - Desert Hills Community Association ask that these 
"Considerations and Questions" be submitted for the May 21 Building Code Advisory Council 
meeting. • Have you considered that going from having Energy Code to the 2012 Code will have 
a tremendous impact on anyone that has been planning (includes the engineering and financial 
side)? It is common practice for the planning to occur at least one year before submitting any 
documents to the County. Not only will the cost of materials be more, but there will be the 
mandatory cost of construction documents prepared by a design professional (designer, architect 
or engineer) plus the additional testing. • Has there been any research regarding the availability 
of materials? From an informal study, it appears that many existing doors and windows do not 
meet the codes. It is not evident that the manufactures have caught up with the code. • What is 
the cost and availability of 3rd Party contractors to do the additional testing procedure (even the 
REISNET and HERS alternative) • Could you clarify how remodeling (only those portions 
unaltered will be exempted) would comply to the code without having to change the other portions 
of the home (i.e. if the walls or roof insulation need to be changed, it is virtually impossible not to 
have to change the rest of the home)? • Could remodeling be exempt while additions not be 
exempt? • Construction documents to be prepared by a design professional (designer, architect 
or engineer). • Could the County make the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code optional 
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for 1 year to allow builders/people to get acquainted with the code (or at least the residential 
portion)?  
 
Time of Request: 5/15/2013 3:20:05 PM 

- 

From: Rusdon Ray [mailto:houseplansinaweek@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2013 2:54 PM 
To: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX 
Subject: RE: Regulatory Outreach 
 
Awesome. I hope I'm able to be to those meetings as well.  
 
Thanks for your reply Darren. 
 
Rusdon Ray 
GER Drafting Services 
2243 E. Claxton 
Gilbert, AZ 85297 
(480)988-2472 Office 
(480)988-5359 Fax 
www.houseplansinaweek.com 
  
 

The Defenders of Liberty 
God - Religion - Freedom - Peace - Family 

 
From: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX [mailto:DarrenGerard@mail.maricopa.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2013 2:50 PM 
To: 'houseplansinaweek@gmail.com' 
Subject: RE: Regulatory Outreach 
 
Mr. Ray: thank you for your comments and interest in this subject.  These comments will be 
provided to the BCAB at their 5/21/13 meeting, and to the P&Z at their 6/6/13 meeting. 
 
 
From: houseplansinaweek@gmail.com [mailto:houseplansinaweek@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2013 11:18 AM 
To: Regulatory 
Subject: Regulatory Outreach 
 
Citizen Comments 

Issue: PD-TA2013001 – 2012 International Codes 
 
Citizen's Name: Rusdon Ray 
Organization:  
City: Queen Creek 
Zip: 85142 
Phone Number:  
Phone Type:  
Email: houseplansinaweek@gmail.com 
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Does citizen want to be contacted: yes 

 
Comment is regarding: express opposition 

 
Comments: 
I hear the 2012 Codes are up for adoption. We have for the first time done our research into the 
ICC Codes and find them to be over the top now in just about every aspect and now they are 
doubling down and exponentially increasing building cost etc. not to mention a loss of personal 
choices by adding in the green and energy codes. Please do not adopt or encourage the adoption 
of these outrageous codes. 
 
Time of Request: 5/16/2013 11:17:53 AM 

- 

From: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Friday, May 17, 2013 9:45 AM 
To: 'michael.j.fink@intel.com' 
Cc: Lynn Favour - PLANDEVX 
Subject: RE: Regulatory Outreach - Another Comment Re: TA2013001 
 
Mr. Fink: thank you for your comments and interest in this subject.  These comments will be 
provided to the BCAB at their 5/21/13 meeting, and to the P&Z at their 6/6/13 meeting. Please 
note the BCAB is well versed in the existing and proposed codes. 
 
From: michael.j.fink@intel.com [mailto:michael.j.fink@intel.com]  
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2013 2:55 PM 
To: Regulatory 
Subject: Regulatory Outreach 
 
Citizen Comments 

Issue: PD-TA2013001 – 2012 International Codes 
 
Citizen's Name: Michael Fink 
Organization: self 
City: Phoenix 
Zip: 85045 
Phone Number:  
Phone Type:  
Email: michael.j.fink@intel.com 
 
Does citizen want to be contacted:  

 
Comment is regarding: express opposition 

 
Comments: 
As I suspected, just doing 5 minutes worth of research on these codes turned up all sorts of 
nefarious intentions and results. These come from United Nations' Agenda21. There are many 
stories of innocent, law-abiding individuals being persecuted under these codes for no good 
reason. That should be enough to reject these codes, but here are some more reasons: I'll bet 
the council members haven't read a single word of these documents. Therefore I'm sure they 
have not thought about how they can be abused, how they fall short in some areas, and how they 
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are overkill in others. Lastly, I'm sure the councilmembers cannot answer the question, "what 
problem are we trying to solve?" 
 
Time of Request: 5/16/2013 2:54:58 PM 
From: Lynn Favour - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Tuesday, May 21, 2013 8:56 AM 
To: 'dks7@cox.net' 
Subject: RE: Regulatory Outreach 
 
Ms. Siefker, 
 
Thank you for your interest in this subject and for your insights.  Your comments are important 
to us and will be provided to the Building Code Advisory Board at their 5/21/13 meeting and to 
the Maricopa County Planning and Zoning Commission at their 6/6/13 meeting. 
 
From: dks7@cox.net [mailto:dks7@cox.net]  
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2013 3:42 PM 
To: Regulatory 
Subject: Regulatory Outreach 
 
Citizen Comments 

Issue: PD-TA2013001 – 2012 International Codes 
 
Citizen's Name: Doris Siefker 
Organization:  
City: Glendale 
Zip: 85306 
Phone Number: 602.938.0052 
Phone Type: home 
Email: dks7@cox.net 
 
Does citizen want to be contacted: no 

 
Comment is regarding: express opposition 

 
Comments: 
While looking for a ranch property I've done extensive research on International codes. These 
codes are very long and boring, they remove the property owner from the decision process of 
their own property. ie: R303 required temp in your house should be between 70 and 90. Really? 
Sorry, hot flashes must have temps lower than that. R302.1 required automatic sprinkler system 
in every room, how can we afford that? As you can see this is no different than the IRS. ALL 
CODE ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES MUST INCLUDE THE 4TH AMENDMENT “SEARCH 
AND SEIZURE” PROTECTIONS AS WELL AS DUE PROCESS APPEAL PROCEDURES. NO to 
the International Codes 
 
Time of Request: 5/20/2013 3:42:20 PM 
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ADDITIONAL PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED 
Marlene Lyons 
Kathryn L. Bowman 
Sandi Bartlett 
Judi Morris 
Danny Ray 
Lina Hatch 
Susan Hicks 
Anita Christy 
Edward J. Sullivan 
Randy Hatch 
Rusdon Ray – GER Drafting Services 
P.J. O’Malley 
Maurio Fischbeck 
Cory Carpenter 
Edie Gallacher 
Khyl Powell – Contractor Storage Yards LLC 
Jane Stapp 
Suzanne Jordan 
 

 
From: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2013 11:30 AM 
To: 'marlyons@aol.com' 
Subject: TA2013001 
 
Ms. Lyons: thank you for your comments and interest in this subject.  Your comments will be 
provided to the Planning & Zoning Commission at the June 6th public hearing. Darren 
 
From: marlyons@aol.com [mailto:marlyons@aol.com]  
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2013 4:37 PM 
To: Denny Barney - DIST1X; Stephen Chucri - DIST2X; Andrew Kunasek - DIST3X; Clinton 
Hickman - DIST4X; mrwilcox@mail.caripopa.gov 
Subject: Council Members 
 
Please vote YES to return the 2006 ICC codes back to suggestions and recommendations for 
which they were written and intended.  This action would take effect 3-6 months after a vote in 
which time we can review, revise and approve a Life-Safety set of Gilbert Governing Codes. 
 
Marlene Lyons 
District 12 

- 
From: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2013 11:29 AM 
To: 'kl_bowman@msn.com' 
Subject: TA2013001 
 
Ms. Bowman: thank you for your comments and interest in this subject.  Your comments will be 
provided to the Planning & Zoning Commission at the June 6th public hearing. Darren 
 
From: Kathryn Bowman [mailto:kl_bowman@msn.com]  
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2013 6:09 PM 
To: Denny Barney - DIST1X; Stephen Chucri - DIST2X; Andrew Kunasek - DIST3X; Clinton 
Hickman - DIST4X; MaryRose Wilcox - DIST5X 
Subject: ICC 2012 International Codes 
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Dear Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, 
  
I did not weigh in on this issue when it came before the Gilbert Town Council, since I 
live in a county island.  But I certainly will not stand idly by while the Maricopa Planning 
and Development Department appears to be recommending that you pass the next round 
of the ICC’s 2012 International Codes.  More than likely, these staff members haven’t 
even read these thousands of pages of codes.  Like the federal government’s Affordable 
Care Act, “you need to pass them in order to find out what’s in them.”   
  
The bottom line for me is this:  If a building, construction, plumbing, electrical, etc., code 
isn’t a life-safety issue, why use the force of LAW to mandate codes that should be left to 
the free market decisions of professionals in the industry?  Especially when those codes 
add thousands of dollars to the cost of a home and create interminable delays? 
  
As a politically active blogger friend pointed out, the language in the "Enhanced 
Regulatory Outreach Program.  Maricopa County Building Code Advisory Board Special 
Meeting” definitely has a problem when it states: 
  
“These are code updates and not expected to be substantial changes from current codes 
except that the County has not previously adopted the green construction code, energy 
conservation code or the existing building code – all of which are anticipated to be a 
benefit to our customers.  Note the green construction code will be voluntary.”  
  
 "Customers"should have the freedom to make their own decisions about where they 
want to shop and what they want to buy!   If professionals in the building industry were 
treated like “customers” by government planners, developers, building inspectors, and 
code enforcers, those professionals would be able to pick and choose among the non-
life/safety codes and decide what to offer their own customers.  Their customers, the 
home buyers, would in turn decide if they want what those professionals have 
recommended.   
  
Please use a healthy degree of skepticism in thinking that this is what Maricopa County 
voters want.  What we need everywhere in Maricopa County right now is LESS 
GOVERNMENT REGULATION, not MORE MANDATES!!! 
  
Kathryn L. Bowman 

 - 
From: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2013 11:28 AM 
To: 'sbartlett5@cox.net' 
Subject: TA2013001 
 
Ms. Bartlett: thank you for your comments and interest in this subject.  Your comments will be 
provided to the Planning & Zoning Commission at the June 6th public hearing. Darren 
 



From: Sandi Bartlett [mailto:sbartlett5@cox.net]  
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2013 7:38 PM 
To: Undisclosed-Recipient:; 
Subject: Please Don't Pass Unnecessary Laws that Depress our Economy 
 
Dear Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, 
 
Your Planning and Development Department appears to be poised to recommend 
that you pass the next round of the ICC’s 2012 International Codes.  More than likely, 
these staff members haven’t read these thousands of pages of codes.  Like the 
federal government’s Affordable Care Act, “you need to pass them in order to find out 
what’s in them.”   
 
The ICC (International Code Council) has been around for less than 10 years.  Yet, 
they are wielding incredible power over municipalities across America, with their code 
recommendations.  They are hardly “international,” unless you count Guam, the US 
Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico. http://www.iccsafe.org/gr/Pages/adoptions.aspx.    
 
The ICC is made up of wonderful, official, illustrious, and well-intended people in 
“professional” positions, but the bottom line is this:  If a building, construction, 
plumbing, electrical, etc., code isn’t a life-safety issue, why use the force of LAW to 
mandate codes that should be left to the free market decisions of professionals in 
the industry?  Especially when those codes add thousands of dollars to the cost of a 
home and create interminable delays? 
 
Over the last few months, Rusdon Ray, a local Gilbert draftsman and home designer, 
along with several tradesmen and home owners, have been working with Gilbert 
management and council members to stop the ICC’s 2012 International Codes from 
becoming law.   
 
For background, please go to www.nonewcodes.com.  Attached is a flier, which has 
been distributed to several communities via email.  Rusdon and his team have also 
drafted a Proposal to the Gilbert Town Council, attached. 
 
Also, please note the language in the attached “Enhanced Regulatory Outreach 
Program.  Maricopa County Building Code Advisory Board Special Meeting.”    
 
“These are code updates and not expected to be substantial changes from current 
codes except that the County has not previously adopted the green construction 
code, energy conservation code or the existing building code – all of which are 
anticipated to be a benefit to our 
customers. Note the green construction code will be voluntary.  
 
“Our customers”?  Customers have the freedom to make their own decisions about 
where they want to shop and what they want to buy.   If professionals in the building 
industry were treated like “customers” by government planners, developers, building 
inspectors, and code enforcers, those professionals would be able to pick and 
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choose among the non-life/safety codes and decide what’s best for their own 
customers.  Their customers, the home buyers, would in turn decide if they want what 
those professionals have recommended.   
 
Respectfully, 
Sandi Bartlett 
AZ GOP LD17 Corresponding Secretary 
LD17 PC and State Committeeman 
sbartlett5@cox.net 
480 600 2874 
 

Dear Council Members, 
We ask for you to vote YES to return these 2006 ICC codes back to suggestions 
and 
recommendations for which they were written and intended. This action would 
take 
effect 3-6 months after a vote in which time we can review, revise and approve a 
Life- 
Safety set of Gilbert Governing Codes. 
Whereas: The current ICC building codes have a direct impact on the citizens of 
Gilbert 
yet were not written by anyone from or familiar with Gilbert; and 
Whereas: Those in the building industry have been rebuffed by plan reviewers 
and 
building inspectors in working together in a common sense fashion in the best 
interests of 
the home owners and citizens of Gilbert, due to the existing 2006 ICC codes; and 
Whereas: Our earnest requests have been met with insults and retaliatory 
measures from 
Town Staff, having the negative effect on tradesmen and citizens alike, causing 
them to 
resort to silent compliance to illogical and nonsensical requirements; and 
Whereas: The current town management has been unable and unwilling to work 
with the 
citizens or those in the trades to put together a simple set of comprehensible 
life/safety 
codes while these current 2006 ICC codes are still in place as law as passed by 
previous 
councils; and 
Whereas: The current ICC building codes were passed into law by previous and 
current 
council members without having been read or understood, we ask you to rescind 
them as 
mandated law on the citizens of Gilbert and return them to their rightful place in 
the free 
market economy as suggestions and recommendations as intended. 
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•2006 International Building Code 
•2006 International Residential Code 
•2006 International Mechanical Code 
•2006 International Plumbing Code 
•2006 International Fuel Gas Code 
•2006 International Energy Conservation Code 
•2006 International Fire Code 
•2005 National Electrical Code 
•The Arizonans with Disabilities Act and Implementing Rules 
•Significant Changes and Amendments to the IRC - 2006 Edition 
We ask for you to vote YES to return these 2006 ICC codes back to suggestions 
and 
recommendations for which they were written and intended. This action would 
take 
effect 3-6 months after a vote in which time we can review, revise and approve a 
Life- 
Safety set of Gilbert Governing Codes. 

 - 
From: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2013 11:27 AM 
To: 'spoiledjudi@cox.net' 
Subject: TA2013001 
 
Ms. Morris: thank you for your comments and interest in this subject.  Your comments will be 
provided to the Planning & Zoning Commission at the June 6th public hearing. Darren 
 
From: judi [mailto:spoiledjudi@cox.net]  
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2013 8:46 PM 
To: Denny Barney - DIST1X; Stephen Chucri - DIST2X; Andrew Kunasek - DIST3X; Clinton 
Hickman - DIST4X; MaryRose Wilcox - DIST5X 
Subject: Don't pass ICC 
 

Dear Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, 

 Your Planning and Development Department appears to be poised to recommend that 
you pass the next round of the ICC’s 2012 International Codes.  More than likely, these 
staff members haven’t read these thousands of pages of codes.  Like the federal 
government’s Affordable Care Act, “you need to pass them in order to find out what’s in 
them.”  Really? 

 The ICC (International Code Council) has been around for less than 10 years.  Yet, they 
are wielding incredible power over municipalities across America, with their code 
recommendations.  They are hardly “international,” unless you count Guam, the US 
Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico. http://www.iccsafe.org/gr/Pages/adoptions.aspx.    

 The ICC is made up of wonderful, official, illustrious, and well-intended people in 
“professional” positions, but the bottom line is this:  If a building, construction, 

mailto:spoiledjudi@cox.net
http://www.iccsafe.org/gr/Pages/adoptions.aspx


plumbing, electrical, etc., code isn’t a life-safety issue, why use the force of LAW to 
mandate codes that should be left to the free market decisions of professionals in the 
industry?  Especially when those codes add thousands of dollars to the cost of a home and 
create interminable delays? 

 Over the last few months, Rusdon Ray, a local Gilbert draftsman and home designer, 
along with several tradesmen and home owners, have been working with Gilbert 
management and council members to stop the ICC’s 2012 International Codes from 
becoming law.   

 For background, please go to www.nonewcodes.com.  Attached is a flier, which 
has been distributed to several communities via email.  Rusdon and his team 
have also drafted a Proposal to the Gilbert Town Council, attached. 

 Also, please note the language in the attached “Enhanced Regulatory Outreach 
Program.  Maricopa County Building Code Advisory Board Special Meeting.”    

 “These are code updates and not expected to be substantial changes from current codes 
except that the County has not previously adopted the green construction code, energy 
conservation code or the existing building code – all of which are anticipated to be a 
benefit to our customers.  Note the green construction code will be voluntary.”  

 “Our customers”?  Customers have the freedom to make their own decisions 
about where they want to shop and what they want to buy.   If professionals in 
the building industry were treated like “customers” by government planners, 
developers, building inspectors, and code enforcers, those professionals would 
be able to pick and choose among the non-life/safety codes and decide what’s 
best for their own customers.  Their customers, the home buyers, would in turn 
decide if they want what those professionals have recommended.   

 Thank you for your consideration. 
j morris 

 - 
From: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2013 11:26 AM 
To: 'dray1977@hotmail.com' 
Subject: TA2013001 
 
 
Mr. Ray: thank you for your comments and interest in this subject.  Your comments will be 
provided to the Planning & Zoning Commission at the June 6th public hearing. Darren 
 
From: D Ray [mailto:dray1977@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2013 9:23 PM 
To: Denny Barney - DIST1X; Stephen Chucri - DIST2X; Andrew Kunasek - DIST3X; Clinton 
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Hickman - DIST4X; MaryRose Wilcox - DIST5X 
Subject: Unnecessary codes 
 

 

 I find it hard to believe that new laws and codes could be passed with out those who are 
passing them reading them.  That boggles my mind that elected Representatives vote for 
laws  which they haven't even read.  As you weigh the decision as to whether or not 
to accept the ICC 2012 codes please think about that.  What makes the 2012 codes better then 
the 2009 codes or 2006 codes or so on.  Has the ability to build a safe house or building 
changed?  I would have to say NO.  These new codes are arbitrarily put together to control 
consumers and markets.  Whatever happened to private property rights or citizens not having 
there money wasted?  Safety is one thing but the construction industry has been building 
things safely for a long time why over regulate.  This seems to be the new mantra is 
"REGULATION REGULATION cause we know best."  Some regulation has a place 
but  that really should only be for safety and we have gone way past that.  If I want to build 
an energy efficient house and save money so be it, but on the other side if I want to build a 
not energy efficient house let me pay the bill and the taxes on the energy.   Thank you for 
your time. 

Danny Ray 

Licensed Contractor for the last 10 years in Mesa, AZ 

- 
From: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2013 11:14 AM 
To: 'linahatch@hotmail.com' 
Subject: TA2013001 
 
Ms. Hatch: thank you for your comments and interest in this subject.  Your comments will be 
provided to the Planning & Zoning Commission at the June 6th public hearing. Darren 

 
From: lina hatch [mailto:linahatch@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2013 10:45 PM 
To: Denny Barney - DIST1X; Stephen Chucri - DIST2X; Andrew Kunasek - DIST3X; Clinton 
Hickman - DIST4X; MaryRose Wilcox - DIST5X 
Subject: FW: Please Don't Pass Unnecessary Laws that Depress our Economy 
 
 
We are suffering from too much top down government control in our country, in Arizona, 
and even in our local communities.  We must regain control over our lives, especially in 
our own homes and property.   
  
  
Dear Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, 
  

mailto:linahatch@hotmail.com


Your Planning and Development Department appears to be poised to recommend that 
you pass the next round of the ICC’s 2012 International Codes.  More than likely, these 
staff members haven’t read these thousands of pages of codes.  Like the federal 
government’s Affordable Care Act, “you need to pass them in order to find out what’s in 
them.”   
  
The ICC (International Code Council) has been around for less than 10 years.  Yet, they 
are wielding incredible power over municipalities across America, with their code 
recommendations.  They are hardly “international,” unless you count Guam, the US 
Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico. http://www.iccsafe.org/gr/Pages/adoptions.aspx.    
  
The ICC is made up of wonderful, official, illustrious, and well-intended people in 
“professional” positions, but the bottom line is this:  If a building, construction, 
plumbing, electrical, etc., code isn’t a life-safety issue, why use the force of LAW to 
mandate codes that should be left to the free market decisions of professionals in the 
industry?  Especially when those codes add thousands of dollars to the cost of a home and 
create interminable delays? 
  
Over the last few months, Rusdon Ray, a local Gilbert draftsman and home designer, 
along with several tradesmen and home owners, have been working with Gilbert 
management and council members to stop the ICC’s 2012 International Codes from 
becoming law.   
  
For background, please go to www.nonewcodes.com.  Attached is a flier, which has been 
distributed to several communities via email.  Rusdon and his team have also drafted a 
Proposal to the Gilbert Town Council, attached. 
  
Also, please note the language in the attached “Enhanced Regulatory Outreach 
Program.  Maricopa County Building Code Advisory Board Special Meeting.”    
  
“These are code updates and not expected to be substantial changes from current codes 
except that the County has not previously adopted the green construction code, energy 
conservation code or the existing building code – all of which are anticipated to be a 
benefit to our customers.  Note the green construction code will be voluntary.”  
  
“Our customers”?  Customers have the freedom to make their own decisions about where 
they want to shop and what they want to buy.   If professionals in the building industry 
were treated like “customers” by government planners, developers, building inspectors, 
and code enforcers, those professionals would be able to pick and choose among the non-
life/safety codes and decide what’s best for their own customers.  Their customers, the 
home buyers, would in turn decide if they want what those professionals have 
recommended.   
  
Lina Hatch 
LD17 PC 
Gilbert 

http://www.iccsafe.org/gr/Pages/adoptions.aspx
http://www.nonewcodes.com/


 
Dear Council Members, 
We ask for you to vote YES to return these 2006 ICC codes back to suggestions 
and 
recommendations for which they were written and intended. This action would 
take 
effect 3-6 months after a vote in which time we can review, revise and approve a 
Life- 
Safety set of Gilbert Governing Codes. 
Whereas: The current ICC building codes have a direct impact on the citizens of 
Gilbert 
yet were not written by anyone from or familiar with Gilbert; and 
Whereas: Those in the building industry have been rebuffed by plan reviewers 
and 
building inspectors in working together in a common sense fashion in the best 
interests of 
the home owners and citizens of Gilbert, due to the existing 2006 ICC codes; and 
Whereas: Our earnest requests have been met with insults and retaliatory 
measures from 
Town Staff, having the negative effect on tradesmen and citizens alike, causing 
them to 
resort to silent compliance to illogical and nonsensical requirements; and 
Whereas: The current town management has been unable and unwilling to work 
with the 
citizens or those in the trades to put together a simple set of comprehensible 
life/safety 
codes while these current 2006 ICC codes are still in place as law as passed by 
previous 
councils; and 
Whereas: The current ICC building codes were passed into law by previous and 
current 
council members without having been read or understood, we ask you to rescind 
them as 
mandated law on the citizens of Gilbert and return them to their rightful place in 
the free 
market economy as suggestions and recommendations as intended. 
•2006 International Building Code 
•2006 International Residential Code 
•2006 International Mechanical Code 
•2006 International Plumbing Code 
•2006 International Fuel Gas Code 
•2006 International Energy Conservation Code 
•2006 International Fire Code 
•2005 National Electrical Code 
•The Arizonans with Disabilities Act and Implementing Rules 
•Significant Changes and Amendments to the IRC - 2006 Edition 



We ask for you to vote YES to return these 2006 ICC codes back to suggestions 
and 
recommendations for which they were written and intended. This action would 
take 
effect 3-6 months after a vote in which time we can review, revise and approve a 
Life- 
Safety set of Gilbert Governing Codes. 

 
- 

From: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2013 11:25 AM 
To: 'bshicks3@msn.com' 
Subject: TA2013001 
 
Ms. Hicks: thank you for your comments and interest in this subject.  Your comments will be 
provided to the Planning & Zoning Commission at the June 6th public hearing. Darren 
 
From: Susan HICKS [mailto:bshicks3@msn.com]  
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2013 11:28 PM 
To: Denny Barney - DIST1X; Stephen Chucri - DIST2X 
Subject: *Maricopa County is Considering Passing the 2012 International Codes 
 
*Maricopa County is Considering Passing the 2012 International Codes*  
 
I hear the County Board of Supervisors is poised to pass thousands of pages of building codes as 
LAW without reading them. Reminds me of Obamacare?   

DON'T DO THIS....IT SHOULD BE ARIZONA'S CODES NOT INTERNATIONAL CODES! 
Set our own codes and do it wisely! PLEASE! 
 
Respectfully, 
Susan Hicks 
Gilbert, AZ 

- 
From: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2013 11:12 AM 
To: 'anitalchristy@cox.net' 
Subject: TA2013001 
 
 
Ms. Christy: thank you for your comments and interest in this subject.  Your comments will be 
provided to the Planning & Zoning Commission at the June 6th public hearing. Darren 
 
From: Anita Christy [mailto:anitalchristy@cox.net]  
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2013 3:28 PM 
To: Denny Barney - DIST1X; Stephen Chucri - DIST2X; Andrew Kunasek - DIST3X; Clinton 
Hickman - DIST4X; MaryRose Wilcox - DIST5X 
Subject: Please Don't Pass Unnecessary Laws that Depress our Economy 
 

mailto:bshicks3@msn.com
mailto:anitalchristy@cox.net


Dear Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, 
 
Your Planning and Development Department appears to be poised to recommend that 
you pass the next round of the ICC’s 2012 International Codes.  More than likely, these 
staff members haven’t read these thousands of pages of codes.  Like the federal 
government’s Affordable Care Act, “you need to pass them in order to find out what’s in 
them.”   
 
The ICC (International Code Council) has been around for less than 10 years.  Yet, they 
are wielding incredible power over municipalities across America, with their code 
recommendations.  They are hardly “international,” unless you count Guam, the US Virgin 
Islands, and Puerto Rico. http://www.iccsafe.org/gr/Pages/adoptions.aspx.    
 
The ICC is made up of wonderful, official, illustrious, and well-intended people in 
“professional” positions, but the bottom line is this:  If a building, construction, 
plumbing, electrical, etc., code isn’t a life-safety issue, why use the force of LAW to 
mandate codes that should be left to the free market decisions of professionals in the 
industry?  Especially when those codes add thousands of dollars to the cost of a home and 
create interminable delays? 
 
Over the last few months, Rusdon Ray, a local Gilbert draftsman and home designer, 
along with several tradesmen and home owners, have been working with Gilbert 
management and council members to stop the ICC’s 2012 International Codes from 
becoming law.   
 
For background, please go to www.nonewcodes.com.  Attached is a flier, which has been 
distributed to several communities via email.  Rusdon and his team have also drafted a 
Proposal to the Gilbert Town Council, attached. 
 
Also, please note the language in the attached “Enhanced Regulatory Outreach 
Program.  Maricopa County Building Code Advisory Board Special Meeting.”    
 
“These are code updates and not expected to be substantial changes from current codes 
except that the County has not previously adopted the green construction code, energy 
conservation code or the existing building code – all of which are anticipated to be a 
benefit to our customers.  Note the green construction code will be voluntary.”  
 
“Our customers”?  Customers have the freedom to make their own decisions about where 
they want to shop and what they want to buy.   If professionals in the building industry 
were treated like “customers” by government planners, developers, building inspectors, 
and code enforcers, those professionals would be able to pick and choose among the non-
life/safety codes and decide what’s best for their own customers.  Their customers, the 
home buyers, would in turn decide if they want what those professionals have 
recommended.   
 
Thank you for your consideration. 

http://www.iccsafe.org/gr/Pages/adoptions.aspx
http://www.nonewcodes.com/


 
In the name of God, Family, and Civic Duty, 
Anita Christy 
www.GilbertWatch.com 
 
 

Dear Council Members, 
We ask for you to vote YES to return these 2006 ICC codes back to suggestions 
and 
recommendations for which they were written and intended. This action would 
take 
effect 3-6 months after a vote in which time we can review, revise and approve a 
Life- 
Safety set of Gilbert Governing Codes. 
Whereas: The current ICC building codes have a direct impact on the citizens of 
Gilbert 
yet were not written by anyone from or familiar with Gilbert; and 
Whereas: Those in the building industry have been rebuffed by plan reviewers 
and 
building inspectors in working together in a common sense fashion in the best 
interests of 
the home owners and citizens of Gilbert, due to the existing 2006 ICC codes; and 
Whereas: Our earnest requests have been met with insults and retaliatory 
measures from 
Town Staff, having the negative effect on tradesmen and citizens alike, causing 
them to 
resort to silent compliance to illogical and nonsensical requirements; and 
Whereas: The current town management has been unable and unwilling to work 
with the 
citizens or those in the trades to put together a simple set of comprehensible 
life/safety 
codes while these current 2006 ICC codes are still in place as law as passed by 
previous 
councils; and 
Whereas: The current ICC building codes were passed into law by previous and 
current 
council members without having been read or understood, we ask you to rescind 
them as 
mandated law on the citizens of Gilbert and return them to their rightful place in 
the free 
market economy as suggestions and recommendations as intended. 
•2006 International Building Code 
•2006 International Residential Code 
•2006 International Mechanical Code 
•2006 International Plumbing Code 
•2006 International Fuel Gas Code 

http://www.gilbertwatch.com/


•2006 International Energy Conservation Code 
•2006 International Fire Code 
•2005 National Electrical Code 
•The Arizonans with Disabilities Act and Implementing Rules 
•Significant Changes and Amendments to the IRC - 2006 Edition 
We ask for you to vote YES to return these 2006 ICC codes back to suggestions 
and 
recommendations for which they were written and intended. This action would 
take 
effect 3-6 months after a vote in which time we can review, revise and approve a 
Life- 
Safety set of Gilbert Governing Codes. 

- 
From: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2013 12:22 PM 
To: 'edsull4217@msn.com' 
Subject: RE: International2012 ICC Codes 
 
Mr. Sullivan: thank you for your comments and interest in this subject.  Your comments will be 
provided to the Planning & Zoning Commission at the June 6th public hearing. Darren 
 
From: EDWARD J SULLIVAN [mailto:edsull4217@msn.com]  
Sent: Sunday, May 19, 2013 12:45 PM 
To: Stephen Chucri - DIST2X 
Subject: International2012 ICC Codes 
 
Please vote against this further invasion of our schools.  e j sullivan  

- 
From: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2013 12:47 PM 
To: 'dks7@cox.net' 
Subject: RE: NO to Passing the 2012 International Codes 
 
Ms. Siefker: thank you for your comments and interest in this subject.  Your comments will be 
provided to the Planning & Zoning Commission at the June 6th public hearing. Darren 
 
From: Doris K Siefker [mailto:dks7@cox.net]  
Sent: Sunday, May 19, 2013 8:37 AM 
To: Denny Barney - DIST1X; Stephen Chucri - DIST2X; Andrew Kunasek - DIST3X; Clinton 
Hickman - DIST4X; MaryRose Wilcox - DIST5X 
Subject: NO to Passing the 2012 International Codes 
 
I DID THE RESEARCH, DID YOU???? 

You are implementing a policy that will untimely eliminate ALL OF OUR freedoms and destroy 
our way of life. You need to know what's going on to stop this process. You are selling Arizonans 
out to global regional development with help from the International Council for Local 
Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI): Local Governments for Sustainability (established via 
Executive Order by Bill Clinton). 
 

mailto:edsull4217@msn.com
mailto:dks7@cox.net
http://www.iclei.org/index.php?id=11428
http://www.iclei.org/index.php?id=11428
http://www.icleiusa.org/


Our founding fathers understood that private property rights are the basis of individual freedom 
and economic security. Without private property rights there is no way to check the power of the 
state over the individual. When the state gains control over private property rights the ability to 
create wealth stagnates or even declines, thereby creating poverty and misery rather than freedom 
and wealth. History is full of examples of how unnecessary state control of property rights 
produces poverty and misery. 
In communities that have adopted the International code discover that they cannot build a house 
for grandma on five acres of their own land because the county’s comprehensive plan requires no 
more than one home per 40-acres. Many communities discover that their comprehensive plan 
includes a provision to incorporate by reference the entire set of 13 different codes developed by 
the International Code Council. Each of these codes amounts to government dictating human 
behavior. 

These codes go far beyond building and fire safety codes. They include: residential, property 
maintenance, energy conservation, wild land interface, and other behavior modification codes. 
The only way to protect our community and our property and profit if FOR YOU TO REJECT 
the entire concept of government-dictated land use and behavior codes.  
 
HAVE YOU READ THEM?????  These codes are very long and exceedingly boring, and those 
that write them know that hardly anyone will ever read them.  
This code essentially removes the property owner from the decision process, and authorizes 
government to make key decisions about the use of the owners’ property. There is neither 
authorization nor justification for this function of government in any Constitution. 
 
The legitimate function of government is to (1) protect the rights of its citizens, and (2) provide 
the services the citizens authorize.  
 

1) The ‘Code Official’ – anybody the jurisdiction calls – a ‘Code Official’ – is the sole 
interpreter – no due process – Gestapo! 
2) Every day an offense occurs is a separate mandatory misdemeanor – $555/day and/or a 
month in jail in Charleston, W.Va. They can fine you out of your home and jail you at 
their whim! 
3) Anything the ‘Code Official’ says is not in good working condition – sticky window, 
dented or plugged gutter, torn window screen – whatever he says is not in good working 
order – hundreds of dollars of fines per day and/or jail time – usually a month – for every 
day the offense occurs. 
4) Any unsanitary condition – whatever the ‘Code Official’ says is an ‘unsanitary 
condition’ – empty pop cans – puddles – dog droppings on your property – same deal – 
same fines and/or jail time – every day. 
5) Any plant that the ‘Code Official’ says is a ‘noxious weed’ – same deal – same fines 
and/or jail time – every day. He can steal raw land. 
6) He can fine you out of your home and jail you with no due process. Any court 
proceedings are window dressing as there is no remedy associated with this ‘code.’ 
7) It can be ‘adopted’ – just by an ‘administrative decree.’ 

WITHOUT COURT ACTION OR NOTICE THE CODE OFFICIAL CAN: 

• Enter your house whenever he – the sole interpreter – deems reasonable. 



• Prevent you from entering your house. 

• Tear your house down with your stuff in it. 

• Bill you for the demolition. 

• Place a lien on it for fines and/or demolition charges – steal it. 

• And ‘best’ of all, no insurance will cover the losses.  

• Homeowners are left with an unpaid mortgage, any remaining fines, any remaining taxes, 
and any remaining demolition charges after they steal your property 

These codes restrict what homeowners can do with their own properties in thousands of different 
ways.  If you rebel against one of the codes, the penalties can be extremely harsh. 

And there is often “selective enforcement” of these codes.  That means that they will leave most 
people alone but they will come down really hard on people that they do not like.   

You think I am being an extremist? Look what the IRS has done! 
 
ALL CODE ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES MUST INCLUDE THE 4TH 
AMENDMENT “SEARCH AND SEIZURE” PROTECTIONS AS WELL AS DUE 
PROCESS APPEAL PROCEDURES. 

NO TO PASSING THE 2012 INTERNATIONAL CODES 
 
 
Doris K Siefker 
Free trade, less Government, lower taxes, sound money and the necessity for character in Government. 
 
 
From: Anita Christy [mailto:anitalchristy@cox.net]  
Sent: Saturday, May 18, 2013 11:11 AM 
To: Anita Christy 
Subject: Maricopa County is Considering Passing the 2012 International Codes - Don't Call Me 
"honey" 
 
Dear Friends of Liberty, 
 
I have a pet peeve.  I don’t like it when total strangers--less than 70 years of age--call me 
“honey.”  What does that have to do with Maricopa County considering passage of the 
2012 International Codes?  You’ll see. 
 
Have you been following this issue of town and city governments passing into Law 
thousands of pages of codes all across Arizona without even reading them?  To bring you 
up to date, please see the email below from Rusdon Ray, a local draftsman and home 
designer, who has been fighting this nonsense.  Please attend the Maricopa County 
meeting May 21 if you can.  Or send the MCBOS an email.  For background, please go to 
www.nonewcodes.com.  Attached is a flier, which you are encouraged to distribute in 

mailto:anitalchristy@cox.net
http://www.nonewcodes.com/


your neighborhood.  Rusdon and his team have also drafted a Proposal to the Gilbert 
Town Council, attached. 
 
Back to “Don’t Call Me Honey.”  I want to draw your attention to the language tyrants 
typically use when trying to convince you that you are glad they are holding your head in 
a bucket of water.  
 
Look at the first attachment.  It’s titled “Enhanced Regulatory Outreach 
Program.  Maricopa County Building Code Advisory Board Special Meeting.”  What’s 
wrong with this paragraph?  
 
“These are code updates and not expected to be substantial changes from current codes 
except that the County has not previously adopted the green construction code, energy 
conservation code or the existing building code – all of which are anticipated to be a 
benefit to our customers.  Note the green construction code will be voluntary.”  
 
Imagine how professional draftsmen, builders, contractors, electricians, plumbers, 
architects, home owners, etc., feel when Code Enforcers force them to follow 
unnecessary, expensive codes, and then have the gall to call them “our customers.” 
 
Customers have the freedom to make their own decisions about where they want to shop 
and what they want to buy.    If professionals in the building industry were treated like 
“customers” by government planners, developers, building inspectors, and code 
enforcers, those professionals would be able to pick and choose among the non-life/safety 
codes and decide what’s best for their own customers.  Their customers, the home buyers, 
would in turn decide if they want what those professionals have recommended.   
 
Don’t insult and offend the builders, tradesmen, and home buyers you are forcing to 
follow arbitrary codes by calling them “customers.”  You don’t treat them like 
customers.  You treat them like victims of a tyrannical top down government……. 
 
honey.   
 
In the name of God, Family, and Civic Duty 
 
Anita Christy 
www.GilbertWatch.com 
 
 
From: Rusdon Ray [mailto:houseplansinaweek@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2013 1:30 PM 
To: 'Rusdon Ray' 
Subject: Maricopa County is Considering to Pass the 2012 International Codes 
 
We knew this was coming but didn't think it would be so soon. Maricopa County is also 
proposing to adopt these new International 2012 ICC codes. (See the attached EROP 
Notice).  Below are the emails of the 5 members of the Maricopa County Board of 

http://www.gilbertwatch.com/
mailto:houseplansinaweek@gmail.com


Supervisors.  Please take a moment and send them an email.  Let them know how you 
feel about our representatives passing books of International mandates on their citizens 
especially when they have not even read or understand them. www.nonewcodes.com 
 
You can email them all at once. Just copy and paste. 
barneyd@mail.maricopa.gov 
chucris@mail.maricopa.gov 
akunasek@mail.maricopa.gov 
chickman@mail.maricopa.gov 
mrwilcox@mail.maricopa.gov 
 
P.S. - We are making progress in Gilbert, and they are reviewing and considering our 
proposal to write our own local Gilbert set of readable & understandable life-safety 
codes. Attached is Our Proposal to members of the Gilbert Town Council that they are 
reviewing.  
 
Rusdon Ray 
GER Drafting Services 
2243 E. Claxton 
Gilbert, AZ 85297 
(480)988-2472 Office 
(480)988-5359 Fax 
www.houseplansinaweek.com 
  
 

The Defenders of Liberty 
God - Religion - Freedom - Peace – Family 

- 
From: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2013 2:06 PM 
To: 'Americanpride Last' 
Subject: RE: Mr. Chucri, I am concerned about Housing Codes 
 
Sir: The hearing will be held at 9:30 a.m.  Thursday , June 6th in the BOS Auditorium, 205 W. 
Jefferson St. in downtown Phoenix. Attached is a hearing notice with regard to proposed 
regulatory amendments. (Please note that on-street and garage parking is metered.  The Light 
Rail Line does have a stop in this vicinity and park-n-ride facilities along the outer portions of its 
route.) Darren 
 
From: Americanpride Last [mailto:redmountainteaparty@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2013 1:59 PM 
To: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX 
Subject: Re: Mr. Chucri, I am concerned about Housing Codes 
 
Thank you very much. 
  
If possible, I might try to attend that meeting.  What time of the day will it be held? 
  
Randy Hatch 

mailto:barneyd@mail.maricopa.gov
mailto:chucris@mail.maricopa.gov
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From: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2013 1:02 PM 
To: 'redmountainteaparty@gmail.com' 
Subject: RE: Mr. Chucri, I am concerned about Housing Codes 
 
Mr. Hatch: thank you for your comments and interest in this subject.  Your comments will be 
provided to the Planning & Zoning Commission at the June 6th public hearing. Darren 
 
From: Americanpride Last [mailto:redmountainteaparty@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2013 3:41 PM 
To: Stephen Chucri - DIST2X 
Subject: Mr. Chucri, I am concerned about Housing Codes 
 
Mr. Chucri, 
  
I am very concerned about the continued expansion of government control at every level 
of government including the county.  We understand that you are currently considering 
the passage of additional international building codes. 
  
I call upon you as my representative to vote NO on any new building codes.  We are 
already buried under the weight of overwhelming government regulation. 
  
Thank you for your consideration of this request. 
  
Randy Hatch 
 
--  
Click Here To Join My Email List 

- 
From: Rusdon Ray [mailto:houseplansinaweek@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2013 1:50 PM 
To: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX 
Subject: RE: 2012 ICC Codes - Please do not adopt them - See Attached Research 
 
Thanks Darren. 
 
Rusdon Ray 
GER Drafting Services 
2243 E. Claxton 
Gilbert, AZ 85297 
(480)988-2472 Office 
(480)988-5359 Fax 
www.houseplansinaweek.com 
 
From: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2013 1:24 PM 
To: houseplansinaweek@gmail.com 
Subject: RE: 2012 ICC Codes - Please do not adopt them - See Attached Research 
 

mailto:redmountainteaparty@gmail.com
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Mr. Ray: thank you for attending and speaking at the 5/21 BCAB meeting. These additional 
comments will be provided to the Planning & Zoning Commission at the June 6th public hearing. 
Darren 
 
From: Rusdon Ray [mailto:houseplansinaweek@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2013 12:07 PM 
To: Denny Barney - DIST1X; Stephen Chucri - DIST2X; Andrew Kunasek - DIST3X; Clinton 
Hickman - DIST4X; MaryRose Wilcox - DIST5X 
Subject: 2012 ICC Codes - Please do not adopt them - See Attached Research 
 
Dear Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, 
Are you aware that you will soon be voting on whether or not to adopt 
the International 2012 ICC Codes?  
I am a Resident of Maricopa County and have been involved with these 
codes in my profession. I deal with them daily but not until recently 
have I questioned them or even known where they even come from. Do any 
of you know? Not only have you not written them or even read them, but 
you probably don't even know who has written them. 
 
I have provided in this email some important info to consider before 
the vote on whether or not to adopt the New International 2012 ICC 
Codes. Thanks for your service. 
 
Here's a list of 17 things that are reasons why the new 2012 ICC codes 
should not be adopted as law. 
1. Manual J-calcs required on all homes(Chapter 11 Energy Code) 
2. Drains in window wells (R310.2.2) 
3. Air infiltration design (Chapter 11 Energy Code) 
4. Air duct leakage test (Chapter 11 Energy Code) 
5. Blower door test (Chapter 11 Energy Code) 
6. 75% of light bulbs to be high efficiency type (Chapter 11 Energy 
Code) 
7. Locking caps required on refrigerant lines on all refrigerators 
required (M1411.6) 
8. Larger range hoods required (M1503.4) 
9. Whole house venting required (Chapter 11 Energy Code) 
10. No commercial appliances allowed in residential (M1901.3) 
11. Outside Air Venting Requirement (M1507.3) 
12. Exterior plug required on decor balconies (E3901.7) 
13. Additional outlets required in entryways of homes (E3901.11) 
14. All exterior plugs required to be GFCI protected (E309.2/.5) 
15. AFCI plugs required on every outlet in entire house (E3902.12) 
16. New Style Tamper resistant outlets required on every outlet 
throughout house (E4002.14) 
17. Two Layers of Water proof Wrap required (Section 2510) 
 
Now this is only a small sample. Even if all these were taken out, 
there would still be hundreds of new requirements and regulations added 
to the existing thousands of pages of existing Codes. 
 
Here's a better list of relaxed codes. 
1. Independent Garage HVAC systems allowed (M1601.6) 
2. "Gooseneck" handrails now allowed (R311.7.8.1) 
3. Smoke Alarms. Now recognizes wireless systems (R314 wireless 
interconnection.) 
4. SIP Panels now recognized (R613) 

mailto:houseplansinaweek@gmail.com


5. Water heaters allowed on garage floor (M307.3) 
 
These are really insignificant compared to the hundreds of new 
requirements and do not justify the adoption of the new 2012 codes by 
any means, but rather justify exactly the opposite and this is why. 
These relaxed requirements are a list of things that have been required 
for the past decade unnecessarily, and hundreds if not more of just 
these sorts of things would be implemented in the New 2012 codes and 
are still existing in the 2006 codes. 
All said and done, these new 2012 codes would be taking us another step 
backwards in Maricopa County. On step closer to government making all 
our decisions for us. With Freedom comes responsibility and your 
responsibility is to protect our freedom. We will stand with you in 
those efforts. 
 
The current ICC building codes have a direct impact on the citizens of Maricopa County 
yet were not written by anyone from or familiar with Maricopa County. 
The over burdensome codes have a negative effect on tradesmen and citizens alike, 
causing them to resort to silent compliance to illogical and nonsensical requirements. 
The current board of Supervisors should instead work with the citizens or those in the 
trades to put together a simple set of comprehensible life/safety codes rather than add 
onto the existing thousands of pages of unread codes hundreds of new unread codes. 
The current ICC building codes were passed into law by previous and current council 
members without having been read or understood. We ask you to Not follow suit by 
readopting and passing thousands of pages of laws on the citizens of Maricopa County, 
especially when these codes have not been read or understood by those passing them into 
law. 
 
Check out the web page www.nonewcodes.com especially the 
video link of Nancy Pelosi. 
 
The guiding principles that our country was founded on dealing with the 
free market are these: 
"Life and Liberty are secure only so long as the right of property is 
secure" 
"The highest level of prosperity occurs when there is a Free Market and 
a minimum of government regulations" 
"Only limited and carefully defined powers should be delegated to 
government, all other being retained by the people" 
"Strong local self-government in the keystone to preserving human 
freedom" 
(See the 28 Principles of Liberty in The 5000 Year Leap) 
I appreciate you contacting and meeting with us. I hope we can continue 
the conversation. 
 
Please read this informative article by Henry Lamb directly addressing 
the ICC codes? 
http://www.renewamerica.com/columns/lamb/110424 
If you have not read it, will you read it and let me know what you 
think? It's not too long. Thanks. Henry Lamb died a year ago. Earl 
Taylor with NCCS recommends his books. This article addresses the 
codes. 

http://www.renewamerica.com/columns/lamb/110424


Thanks for the careful consideration of this issue. I know you are 
hearing both sides. There are always two sides to every issue. Tyranny 
thrives on ignorance. 
 
Let me know if you have any questions. We've been doing a lot of research on these codes 
recently. I would appreciate a response. Thanks. 
 
Rusdon Ray 
GER Drafting Services 
2243 E. Claxton 
Gilbert, AZ 85297 
(480)988-2472 Office 
(480)988-5359 Fax 
www.houseplansinaweek.com 
  
 

The Defenders of Liberty 
God - Religion - Freedom - Peace - Family 

- 
From: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2013 1:30 PM 
To: 'pjomal@aol.com' 
Subject: FW: International building codes 
 
Mr. O’Malley: thank you for your comments and interest in this subject.  Your comments will be 
provided to the Planning & Zoning Commission at the June 6th public hearing. Darren 
 
From: PJ O'Malley [mailto:pjomal@aol.com]  
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2013 4:03 PM 
To: Stephen Chucri - DIST2X 
Subject: International building codes 
 
Dear Supervisor Chucri: I understand that Maricopa County is considering adopting ICC building 
codes. They were not written by anyone from or familiar with our fine county; international codes 
have little to nothing to do with us. 
ICC building codes have been passed into law by several Arizona cities without 
the council members having read or understood them. 
I ask that you refuse to adopt these international codes whose main objective is to make it easier 
to mesh us into a one-world system of total governance. 
PJ O'Malley 
Mesa 

- 
From: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2013 1:34 PM 
To: 'mountainviewteaparty@gmail.com' 
Subject: RE: International 2012 ICC Codes 
 
Mr. Fischbeck: thank you for your comments and interest in this subject.  Your comments will 
be provided to the Planning & Zoning Commission at the June 6th public hearing. Darren 
 

tel:%28480%29988-2472
tel:%28480%29988-5359
http://www.houseplansinaweek.com/
mailto:pjomal@aol.com


From: Mountain View Tea Party [mailto:mountainviewteaparty@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2013 9:51 PM 
To: Denny Barney - DIST1X; Stephen Chucri - DIST2X; Andrew Kunasek - DIST3X; Clinton 
Hickman - DIST4X; MaryRose Wilcox - DIST5X 
Subject: International 2012 ICC Codes 
 
Dear Advisory Board Members, 
 
Before you vote on passing the 2012 International Codes, please read them. The part that 
i read would put more costs on a new home buyer. Mesa is not adopting the 2012 
codes.  We just built a new house in Mesa in 2012.  There were many code compliant 
regulations as the codes stand now.   The things i read should remain optional to the 
home buyer if he wants them or not.  They were not safety issues. 
 
Please vote "No.t' 
 
Thanks,  
 
Maurio Fischbeck 
1634 E Laurel Cir 
Mesa, AZ 85203 

- 
From: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2013 1:36 PM 
To: 'corycarpenter13@gmail.com' 
Subject: RE: 2012 ICC Codes 
 
Mr. Carpenter: thank you for your comments and interest in this subject.  Your comments will 
be provided to the Planning & Zoning Commission at the June 6th public hearing. Darren 
 
From: Cory Carpenter [mailto:corycarpenter13@gmail.com]  
Sent: Saturday, May 18, 2013 6:47 AM 
Subject: 2012 ICC Codes 
 
Maricopa County Supervisors, 
  
I am a resident of Maricopa County.  I am opposed to the adoption of any new 
international construction codes.  I suggest we move toward a plan to repeal all 
international construction codes and to adopt local codes written with Maricopa County 
and its resident in mind with input from the people under these jurisdictions. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Cory Carpenter 
Maricopa Couny Resident 
480-231-3968 
corycarpenter13@gmail.com   

- 

mailto:mountainviewteaparty@gmail.com
mailto:corycarpenter13@gmail.com
mailto:corycarpenter13@gmail.com


From: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2013 1:41 PM 
To: 'gallacher1@cox.net' 
Subject: RE: NO to the 2012 International Codes 
 
Ms. Gallacher: thank you for your comments and interest in this subject.  Your comments will 
be provided to the Planning & Zoning Commission at the June 6th public hearing. Darren 
 
From: Edie Gallacher [mailto:gallacher1@cox.net]  
Sent: Saturday, May 18, 2013 1:48 PM 
To: Denny Barney - DIST1X; Stephen Chucri - DIST2X; Andrew Kunasek - DIST3X; Clinton 
Hickman - DIST4X; MaryRose Wilcox - DIST5X 
Subject: NO to the 2012 International Codes 
 
Dear Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, 
 
Please do not put into law the 2012 International Building Codes.  I am confident that I care 
more about my family's health and safety than does a board of international citizens who write 
"one-size-fits-all" building codes. I can make educated choices with my freedoms rather than 
being forced to accept all of the international standards. 
 
I urge you not to pass the 2012 International Building Codes. 
 
Thank you, 
Edie Gallacher 

- 
From: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2013 1:45 PM 
To: 'khyl@cox.net' 
Subject: RE: No new 2012 building codes 
 
Mr. Powell: thank you for your comments and interest in this subject.  Your comments will be 
provided to the Planning & Zoning Commission at the June 6th public hearing. Darren 
 
From: Khyl Powell [mailto:khyl@cox.net]  
Sent: Saturday, May 18, 2013 4:32 PM 
To: Denny Barney - DIST1X; Stephen Chucri - DIST2X; Andrew Kunasek - DIST3X; Clinton 
Hickman - DIST4X; MaryRose Wilcox - DIST5X 
Subject: No new 2012 building codes 
 
Honorable members of the Maricopa County Board of Supervisors,  When is it all 
going to end.  Yes, technology and building materials advance.  Of course, 
builders and home owners should be encouraged to take advantage of new 
savings and improvements in the building industry.  However, mandating and/or 
adopting new international building codes is NOT NECESSARY.  WE DON’T 
NEED MORE RULES AND EXCESSIVE REGULATIONS.  Please vote NO and 
block the adoption of new mandatory building regulations. 
 
Khyl Powell 

mailto:gallacher1@cox.net
mailto:khyl@cox.net


Contractor Storage Yards LLC 
5235 E. Southern Ave. D106 - 180 
Mesa, Arizona 85206 
www.csyards.com 
Office 480-813-0627 
Fax 480-813-0626 

- 
From: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2013 1:49 PM 
To: 'hotmail_b45f2cf5c6416822@live.com' 
Subject: RE: NO to Passing the 2012 International Codes 
 
Ms. Stapp: thank you for your comments and interest in this subject.  Your comments will be 
provided to the Planning & Zoning Commission at the June 6th public hearing. Darren 
 
From: hotmail_b45f2cf5c6416822@live.com [mailto:hotmail_b45f2cf5c6416822@live.com] On 
Behalf Of Jane Stapp 
Sent: Sunday, May 19, 2013 3:21 PM 
To: Doris K Siefker; Denny Barney - DIST1X; Stephen Chucri - DIST2X; Andrew Kunasek - 
DIST3X; Clinton Hickman - DIST4X; MaryRose Wilcox - DIST5X 
Subject: RE: NO to Passing the 2012 International Codes 
 
No to passing the International Codes...please  

- 
 

From: Darren Gerard - PLANDEVX  
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2013 1:58 PM 
To: 'mamasue.jordan@gmail.com' 
Subject: RE: No to new International Codes 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Jordan: thank you for your comments and interest in this subject.  Your comments 
will be provided to the Planning & Zoning Commission at the June 6th public hearing. Darren 
 
From: Suzanne Jordan [mailto:mamasue.jordan@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2013 11:00 AM 
To: Denny Barney - DIST1X; Stephen Chucri - DIST2X; Clinton Hickman - DIST4X; Andrew 
Kunasek - DIST3X; MaryRose Wilcox - DIST5X 
Subject: No to new International Codes 
 
Once again we are astonished that anyone would even be considering this new level of 
regulations!  And why you as commissioners would be giving away local control to 
international rules!  We must keep control of our communities, our cities, our 
counties.  Please do not vote in any international codes that we would have to live with!!! 
  
Suzanne and Kenneth Jordan, PCs and State Committeemen 

http://www.csyards.com/
mailto:hotmail_b45f2cf5c6416822@live.com
mailto:hotmail_b45f2cf5c6416822@live.com
mailto:mamasue.jordan@gmail.com
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Text Amendment:  TA2013001 All Districts 

Applicant: Staff 

Location: Countywide 

Request: Initiate a Text Amendment to the Maricopa County Local 

Additions & Addenda (adopted construction safety codes) to 

adopt and amend the 2012 International Building Code, 2012 

International Residential Code, 2012 International Plumbing 

Code, 2012 International Mechanical Code, 2012 International 

Fuel Gas Code, 2012 International Green Construction Code, 

2012 International Energy Conservation Code, 2012 

International Existing Building Code, and the 2011 National 

Electric Code – 2012 International Codes. 

 

Darren Gerard, Deputy Planning Director, presented the above item and read the 

list of the codes being adopted into the record: 

 

2012 International Building Code 

2012 International Residential Code 

2012 International Plumbing Code 

2012 International Mechanical Code 

2012 International Fuel Gas Code 

2012 International Green Construction Code 

2012 International Energy Conservation Code 

2012 International Existing Building Code 

2011 National Electric Code 

 

Mr. Gerard noted this item was going to the Building Code Advisory Board (BCAB) 

for technical review and what was before the Commission was the formatting of the 

ordinance itself.  He stated the Green Codes would be written into the Local 

Additions and Addenda as voluntary.  They were optional and would not be 

mandated on the general citizenry; however, someone might be able to take 

advantage of the Green Codes as a reason for progressive design to warrant a 

RUPD overlay zoning district or something along those lines, which would then be 

mandated for that development.  The Energy Conservation Code was going to 

have an alternative so that if it was demonstrated that a residence had a 70 HERS 

rating or less that would be considered to comply with the energy code.  Staff 

believed the existing Building Code was going to be of significant assistance to our 

community because it would allow existing structures that had additions or existing 

structures that perhaps were not permitted properly to be able to come in under 

the previous code at the time that it was constructed.  This would ensure that life 

safety issues were addressed, but it would not place the burden of the building 

having to meet all current codes in place at this time.  Staff had verbatim language 

before the Commissioners, but would have a clean leg-edit version for the meeting 
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on June 6th and the Chief Building Official would be in attendance to address any 

technical questions the Commissioners might have at that time. 

 

Chairman Deutsch asked if there were any questions for staff. 

 

Commissioner Aster asked if most everything before them would come back for an 

approval or non-approval vote on June 6th, and Mr. Gerard responded, “Yes.” 

 

Chairman Deutsch asked if there were any questions for staff; if anyone from the 

public wished to speak; and if there was any discussion amongst the Commissioners. 

 

 

COMMISSION ACTION:  Vice-Chairman Smith moved to initiate TA2013001; 

Commissioners Aster and Burrows seconded the motion which passed with a 

unanimous vote of 6-0. 
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Second Addendum to the Planning and Zoning Commission 
Prepared by the Maricopa County Planning and Development Department 

  
 

Cases:  TA2013001 – 2012 International Codes   
 

Meeting Date:   June 6, 2013  
 

Agenda Item: 6  
 

Supervisor District:   All 
 

Applicant: Commission-initiated 
 

Request: Text Amendment to the Maricopa County Local Additions & 

Addenda to adopt construction safety codes as amended 
 

Support/Opposition:  21 opposition emails, one (1) letter of support, and one (1) 

general comment letter. 
 

Recommendation: Approval per revised language from the 5/21/13 BCAB, 

attached. 

 

Discussion: 

 

This addendum is to provide the Commission with updated text amendment language as 

recommended by staff after the May 21, 2013 Building Code Advisory Board (BCAB) meeting.  

 

TA2013001 is a text amendment to the Maricopa County Local Additions & Addenda 

(adopted construction safety codes) to adopt and amend the following: 

 

 2012 International Building Code 

 2012 International Residential Code 

 2012 International Plumbing Code 

 2012 International Mechanical Code 

 2012 International Fuel Gas Code 

 2012 International Green Construction Code 

 2012 International Energy Conservation Code 

 2012 International Existing Building Code 

 2011 National Electric Code 

 

This text amendment to the Maricopa County Local Additions and Addenda proposes to 

replace the currently-adopted 2009 suite of building codes, with local amendments, with the 

updated 2012 suite of International Building Codes, with local amendments.  In addition, three 

new construction codes are being considered for adoption.  These codes include (1) the 2012 

International Existing Building Code, (2) the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code, and 

(3) the 2012 International Green Construction Code (voluntary basis only).  The purpose of the 

text amendment is to ensure updated construction safety codes with the Maricopa 

Association of Governments / Arizona Building Officials (MAG/AZBO) amendments that are 
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consistent with other jurisdictions in the County and State.  The April 9, 2013, April 30, 2013 and 

May 21, 2013 BCAB meeting minutes and the leg-edit Local Additions and Addenda showing 

all proposed changes are attached. Also attached are the specific pages amended as a 

result of the May 21, 2013 BCAB meeting to: 

 

Cover page: to update to May 2013 draft 

Chapter 2:   page 7 to add Licensing Time Frame Fees recently approved 

by the Board of Supervisors 

Chapter 3: page 8 to add Home Builders Association amendments 

Chapter 3: pages 18 and 19 to add Home Builders Association 

amendments 

 

The attached proposed text amendment language is a repeal and replace of the existing 

document language for the Maricopa County Local Additions & Addenda. The leg-edit 

revised document is attached in its entirety. Most of the changes are code updates and not 

substantial changes from current codes. The County has not previously adopted the Green 

Construction Code, which will be voluntary; the Existing Building code, which will benefit 

adaptive reuse for existing buildings; and the Energy Conservation Code.  

 

More specifically, the changes to the Local Additions and Addenda and the ICC/NEC Codes, 

shown in leg-edit form on the attached proposed language exhibit, are as follows: 

 

Cover Page:   

1. Updated to March 2013, now May 2013. 

Reason for change: Update to current year. 

 

Table of Contents:  

1. Updated to reference the 2012 codes and add the IGCC, IECC and IEBC. 

Reason for change: Update to correct year reference and add the new codes. 

 

Chapter 1:  

1. No Changes. 

 

Chapter 2:   

1. Removed the $75 fee for “Expedited in-house plan review”.  Now added the 

Licensing Time Frame Fees. 

Reason for change: This is not a service we offer. Licensing fees approved by BOS. 

 

2. Section 209. Noise Level Reduction. Updated Zoning Ordinance reference from 

Section 1007 to 1010. 

Reason for change: To reflect a change made to the Zoning Ordinance section. 

 

3. Section 210.2 Definitions, Swimming Pool. Added “This does not include decorative 

fountains that contain water under 12” deep”.  

Reason for change: Without this language, pool barriers are required around 

fountains, which is not necessary or practical. 

 

4. Section 211.1.5 of Residential Woodburning Regulations. Text changed in its entirety 

to match current Arizona Revised Statutes (ARS) for the four types of allowable 

fireplaces/wood stoves. 
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Reason for change: To be consistent with ARS. 

 

Chapter 3: 

1. Section 301. Adopts and amends 2012 IBC and Appendix G Flood Resistance 

Construction.  

Reason for change: We don’t usually adopt appendices, but this one is necessary to 

maintain our standing in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). 

 

Of note, Section 202 through Section 3109 are the MAG/AZBO amendments that did 

not change other than some slight editorial corrections. We are still exempting single 

family residences from fire sprinkler requirements. 

 

2. Section 302. Adopts and amends 2012 IRC. No changes other than some code 

section corrections. We are still exempting single family residences from fire sprinkler 

requirements. Also added the Home Builders Association amendments. 

Reason for change: To update code section references. 

 

3. Section 303. Adopts and amends 2012 IMC with new MAG/AZBO amendments for 

Domestic Systems and Standards.  

Reason for change: To be consistent with MAG/AZBO jurisdictions. 

 

4. Section 304. Adopts and amends 2012 IPC with new MAG/AZBO amendment for 

Water Closet clearances. Kept same MAG/AZBO amendments for Discharge Piping 

and Vent Through Roof. 

Reason for change: To be consistent with MAG/AZBO jurisdictions. 

 

5. Section 305. Adopts and amends 2011 NEC with the City of Phoenix Amendments, 

which have not changed except for section number corrections to fit the new code. 

Reason for change: To be consistent with MAG/AZBO jurisdictions. 

 

6. Section 306. Adopts and amends 2003 IFC.  

No changes: This code still only applies to County-owned buildings. 

 

7. Section 307. Adopts and amends 2012 IFGC with same MAG/AZBO amendment for 

Burial Depth. 

Reason for change: To be consistent with MAG/AZBO jurisdictions. 

 

8. Section 308. Adopts and amends 2012 IGCC with City of Phoenix proposed 

amendments. Specifies that code is optional. 

Reason for change: To allow optional use of code for builders who want to be 

energy conscious. 

 

9. Section 309. Adopts and amends 2012 IECC with City of Phoenix and SRP and Home 

Builders Association proposed amendments for scoping and the RESNET testing and 

HERS ratings and pool motor requirements recommended by MAG/AZBO. 

Reason for change: To be consistent with MAG/AZBO jurisdictions. 

 

10. Section 310. Adopts 2012 IEBC with no amendments. 

Reason for change: To allow greater flexibility in the redevelopment of existing 

buildings. 
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This item is being processed through the County’s Enhanced Regulatory Outreach Program 

(EROP).  A stakeholder meeting was held on February 22, 2013.  This item was presented to the 

Maricopa County Building Code Advisory Board (BCAB) on April 9th for discussion and was 

presented and approved on April 30, 2013, for initiation and recommendation.  In order to 

provide ample opportunity for additional public testimony another BCAB hearing was held on 

May 21, 2013, where the BCAB affirmed its prior recommendation for approval. 

 

In accordance with state statutes, this text amendment is also presented to the Commission. 

Assuming Commission action today, the Board of Supervisors (BOS) hearing for adoption will 

be July 17, 2013.  The regulations will take immediate effect upon approval, but with a three 

month grace period where compliance with either the 2009 or 2012 ICC Codes will be 

allowed.  This schedule is subject to change depending on information and recommendations 

received by the public and by the actions of the BOS. 

 

Staff has not received any additional opposition since preparation of the first Addendum 

Report. There have been 21 emails of opposition, one (1) letter of support and (1) general 

comment letter. 

 

Recommendation:    

 

Staff recommends that the Commission recommend Approval of TA2013001 revised per the 

language attached to this Addendum - to the BOS. 

  

 

 
Prepared by Tom Ewers, Plan Review Manager 

 

Attachments: Updated LAA pages per BCAB recommendation (5 pages) 

  May 21, 2013 BCAB Minutes (6 pages) 

  Proposed language (50 pages) 
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