
 
 

Briefing Notification to County Manager 
Prepared by the Planning & Development Department  

 
Case #/Title:  TA2013004 – Exemption for building/structures existing 

prior to 1/1/2000 
 
Supervisor Districts: All Districts 
 
Overview:  TA2013004 is a text amendment to the Maricopa 

County Local Additions & Addenda, Sec. 205, Building 
Permit Exceptions to exempt construction of buildings 
and other structures that have been in existence prior 
to January 1, 2000, from the requirement to obtain a 
Building Permit.  This is intended to improve customer 
service and reduce regulatory burden.  It will bring 
the critical “grandfather” date for a building permit in 
alignment with that for drainage clearance and 
zoning clearance in the Maricopa County Zoning 
Ordinance, January 1, 2000.  The proposed language 
is: 

 
“A building permit shall not be required for a building or structure that was existing, or 
any use of land that was lawfully existing, as of January 1, 2000 or as of the effective 
date of subsequent amendments to this regulation provided there are no visible signs of 
defects or unsafe conditions. When verification is required by the Building Official a 
Certificate of Observable Compliance from a third party Registered Architect or 
Structural Engineer must be submitted.” 
 

The public may submit comments to the project 
manager, Tom Ewers, at: 
http://www.maricopa.gov/regulations/comments.aspx 

 
Next Steps: This item is scheduled for a 10/25/13 Stakeholder 

Meeting. Also, this item will be discussed by the 
Regulatory Reform Subcommittee of the Maricopa 
County Development Ad Hoc Task Force on Process 
Improvements. 
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