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developmentally disabled, defined as persons afflicted with autism, cerebral palsy, epilepsy or 
mental retardation, as regulated by Arizona Revised Statutes, §36-582.*23 
 
GUEST:   
 
Any transient person who rents or occupies a room for sleeping purposes. 
 
GUEST HOUSE: 
 
A habitable space within a separate structure on the same lot as the primary dwelling unit used 
to house family or guests without compensation.*39 
 
GUEST RANCH:   
 
A building or group of buildings containing two or more guest rooms, other than a boarding 
house, hotel or motel, and including outdoor recreational facilities such as, but not limited to, 
horseback riding, swimming, tennis courts, shuffleboard courts, barbecue and picnic facilities, and 
dining facilities intended for the use primarily by guests of the guest ranch, but not including bars 
and restaurants which cater primarily to other than guests of the guest ranch. 
 
GUEST ROOM:   
 
A room which is designed for occupancy by one or more guests for sleeping purposes, but 
having no cooking facilities and not including dormitories. 
 
HANDICAPPED:    
 
A person who: 1) Has a physical or mental impairment which substantially limits one or more of 
such person's major life activities. 2) Has a record of having impairment.  However, 
"Handicapped" shall not include current illegal use of or addiction to a controlled substance (as 
defined in § 102 of the Controlled Substance Act [21 United States Code 802]).*23 

 

HILLSIDE LOT OR PARCEL: 
 
A lot or parcel of land which is required to comply with Maricopa County Zoning Ordinance, 
Chapter 12, Section 1201, Hillside Development Standards.*32    

  
 HOME OCCUPATION, RESIDENTIAL:    
 
 An accessory use of a dwelling that involves very limited manufacture, provision, or sale of goods 

and/or services. Garage/yard sales or home parties, that are held for the sale of goods or 
services, are not considered a home occupation provided these sales do not exceed six in one 
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year. A residential home occupation is only permitted per the standards contained in the Rural 
and Single-Family Zoning Districts.*18 
 
HOME OCCUPATION, COTTAGE INDUSTRY:    
 
An accessory use of a dwelling that involves limited manufacture, provision or sale of goods 
and/or services. Garage/yard sales or home parties that are held for the sale of goods or services 
are not considered a home occupation provided these sales do not exceed six in one year. A 
cottage industry is a more intense use than a residential home occupation and is only permitted 
per the standards contained in the Special Use Section in Rural Zoning Districts.*18 
 
HOSPITAL:   
 
An institution for the diagnosis, treatment, or other care of human ailments.  The term hospital is 
deemed to include sanitarium, preventorium, clinic, rest home, nursing home, convalescent home 
and maternity home. 
 
HOTEL:   
 
A building in which lodging or boarding and lodging are provided for more than 20 persons and 
offered to the public for compensation and in which ingress and egress to and from all guest 
rooms are made through an inside lobby or office. 
 
HOTEL, RESORT:   
 
A building or group of buildings, other than a motel, boarding house or lodging house, containing 
individual guest rooms, suites of guest rooms, and dwelling units, and which furnish services 
customarily provided by hotels. 
 
JUNK:   
 
Any old or scrap copper, brass, rope, rags, batteries, paper, trash, wood and rubber debris, 
waste, or junked, dismantled, or wrecked automobiles, or parts thereof, iron, steel, and other old 
or scrap ferrous or nonferrous material. 
 
JUNKYARD:   
 
An establishment or place of business which is maintained, operated, or used for storing, 
keeping, buying, or selling junk, or for the maintenance or operation of an automobile graveyard.  
The term "junkyard" includes garbage dumps and sanitary fills. 
 

 KENNEL:    
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 Any premises that are used for the commercial breeding, boarding, training, grooming or bathing 
of dogs, cats, and/or other small domesticated household pets (not farm animals), or for the 
breeding or keeping of dogs for racing purposes. *13 
 
LABOR CAMP:   
 
Any camp or similar place of temporary abode, established by or for the care of workmen 
engaged in construction, repair or alteration work on roads or highways, railroads, or in lum-
bering or agricultural operations, or in other industrial activities. 
 
LAUNDRY, SELF-SERVICE:   
 
A building within which clothes washing and drying machines, and clothes dry cleaning machines, 
either coin operated or attendant operated, are provided on a rental basis for use by individuals 
for doing their own laundry and dry cleaning.  Self-service laundry does not include outdoor 
drying facilities. 
 
LOADING AND UNLOADING SPACES:   
 
A permanently maintained space on the same lot as the principal building accessible to a street 
or alley and not less than ten feet in width, 20 feet in length, and 14 feet in height. 
 
LODGING HOUSE:   
 
A building where lodging only is provided for compensation to three or more persons, but not 
exceeding 20 persons. 
 
LOT:   
 
Any lot, parcel, tract of land, or combination thereof, shown on a plat of record or recorded by 
metes and bounds that is occupied or intended for occupancy by a use permitted in this 
Ordinance, including one principal building together with its accessory buildings, the open 
spaces and parking spaces required by this Ordinance, and having its principal frontage upon a 
street or upon an officially approved place. 
 
LOT AREA:   
 
The area of a horizontal plane within the lot lines of a lot. 
 
LOT, CORNER:   
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A lot which has an interior angle of 135 degrees or less at the intersection of two street lines. 
A lot abutting upon a curved street is considered a corner lot if the tangents to the curve at the 
points of intersection of the side lot lines intersect at an interior angle of 135 degrees or less. 
 
LOT COVERAGE:   
 
The percentage of the area of a lot which is occupied by all buildings or other covered structures.  
The first two (2) feet of roof(s) overhand from the exterior walls of all structures shall not be 
included in the lot coverage.*33 
 
LOT DEPTH:   
 
For lots having front and rear lot lines which are parallel, the shortest horizontal distance 
between such lines; for lots having front and rear lot lines which are not parallel, the shortest 
horizontal distance between the midpoint of the front lot line and the midpoint of the rear lot 
line; and for triangular shaped lots, the shortest horizontal distance between the front lot line and 
a line within the lot parallel to and at a maximum distance from the front lot line, having a length 
of not less than ten feet. 
 
LOT, INTERIOR:   
 
A lot other than a corner lot. 
 
LOT, KEY:   
 
A lot adjacent to a corner lot having its side lot line in common with the rear lot line of the corner 
lot and fronting on the street which forms the side boundary of the corner lot. 
 
LOT LINE:   
 
Any line bounding a lot. 
 
LOT LINE, FRONT:   
 
The boundary of a lot which separates the lot from the street; and in the case of the corner lot, 
the front lot line is the shorter of the two lot lines separating the lot from the street except that 
where these lot lines are equal or within 15 feet of being equal, either lot line may be 
designated the front lot line but not both.  In the case of residential lots located within a tract or 
a commercial pad located within a parking lot which have no direct street frontage, the front lot 
line must be designated by the applicant at the time of subdivision approval or prior to zoning 
clearance if no subdivision is required.*26, *30 
 
LOT LINE, REAR:   
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The boundary of a lot which is most distant from, and is, or is most nearly, parallel to the front 
lot line; except that in the absence of a rear lot line as is the case of the triangular shaped lot, 
the rear lot line may be considered as a line within the lot, parallel to and at a maximum distance 
from the front lot line, having a length of not less than ten feet. 
 
LOT LINE, SIDE:   
 
The boundary of a lot which is not a front lot line or a rear lot line. 
 
LOT OF RECORD:   
 
A lot which is part of a subdivision, the plat of which has been recorded in the office of the 
County Recorder of Maricopa County; or a lot, parcel or tract of land, the deed of which has been 
recorded in the office of the County Recorder of Maricopa County. 
 
LOT THROUGH:    
 
A lot having a pair of opposite lot lines abutting two streets, and which is not a corner lot.  On 
such lot, both lot lines are front lot lines, except that where a non-access easement has been es-
tablished on such a lot, the front lot line shall be considered as that lot line most distant from the 
lot line containing the non-access easement.*9 

 
LOT WIDTH:   
 
For rectangular lots, lots having side lot lines not parallel, and lots on the outside of the curve of 
a street, the distance between side lot lines measured at the required minimum front yard line on 
a line parallel to the street or street chord; and for lots on the inside of the curve of a street, the 
distance between side lot lines measured 30 feet behind the required minimum front yard line 
on a line parallel to the street or street chord. 
 
MANUFACTURED HOME:   
 
A structure, manufactured after June 15, 1976, transportable in one or more sections, which in 
the traveling mode, is eight body feet or more in width and 40 body feet or more in length, 
and when erected on site, is 320 square feet or more in size, and which is built on a 
permanent chassis and designed to be used as a dwelling with or without a permanent 
foundation when connected to the required utilities, and includes the plumbing, heating, air 
conditioning, and electrical systems contained therein.  Calculations used to determine the 
number of square feet in a manufactured home will be based on the exterior dimensions 
measured at the largest horizontal projections when erected on site.  These dimensions will 
include all expandable rooms, cabinets, and other projections containing interior space, but do 
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not include bay windows.  The term "manufactured home" does not include recreational vehicles 
or factory built buildings (including modular) or mobile homes. *27 
 
MANUFACTURED HOME, MULTI-SECTIONAL:    
 
A multi-sectional manufactured home not exceeding two stories in height and manufactured 
after June 15, 1976, to standards established by the U.S. Department of Housing Urban 
Development that when joined forms a residence for human occupancy that measures 16 feet 
by 40 feet or larger and which is designed to be installed on a permanent foundation system 
when located on an individual lot of record in a rural or residential zoning district.  A multi-
sectional manufactured home shall have roofing and siding materials similar in appearance and 
kind to those used in site built homes.*27 
 
MOBILE HOME:    
 
A dwelling unit built prior to June 15, 1976, on a permanent chassis, capable of being 
transported in one or more sections and designed to be used with or without a permanent 
foundation as a dwelling in approved locations when connected to on-site utilities.  The term 
"mobile home" does not include recreational vehicles or factory built buildings. 3, *8, *11 
 
MCDOT:    
 
Maricopa County Department of Transportation.*25 

        
 MOBILE HOME PARK:   
 
 Any parcel of land upon which two or more mobile homes occupied for dwelling or sleeping 

purposes, are located regardless of whether or not a charge is made for such accommodations. 
 
MOBILE HOME SPACE:   
 
A plot of ground within a mobile home park or travel trailer park designed for the accommodation 
of one mobile home or travel trailer together with its accessory structures including carports 
or other off-street parking areas, storage lockers, ramadas, cabanas, patios, patio covers, 
awnings and similar appurtenances. 
 
MOBILE HOME SUBDIVISION:   
 
A subdivision designed and intended for residential use where residence allows housing choice 
that may include site-built homes, manufactured homes and mobile homes.*35 

 
MOTEL:   
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A building or group of buildings containing guest rooms or dwelling units, some or all of which 
have a separate entrance leading directly from the outside of the building with garage or parking 
space located on the lot and designed, used, or intended wholly or in part for the accommodation 
of automobile transients.  Motel includes motor courts, motor lodges and tourist courts, but not 
mobile home parks or travel trailer parks. 
 
NONCONFORMING USE:   
 
The lawful use of any building, lot, parcel or tract of land existing at the time this Ordinance, or 
amendments thereto, become effective which does not conform with the use regulations of the 
zoning district in which it is located. 
 
NUDITY OR A STATE OF NUDITY:*24  means: 
 
1. The appearance of a human anus, male genitals, female genitals, or female breast; or 
 
2. A state of dress which fails to opaquely cover a human anus, male genitals, female 

genitals, or areola of the female breast. 
 
PARK: 
 
Any public or private non-commercial, not-for-profit land established and intended for 
recreational, educational, cultural, natural area or wildlife preservation, scenic or aesthetic use 
intended for leisure time enjoyment.  This definition shall not be construed to include entry 
features of landscape buffers around the perimeter of a subdivision that serve no other active or 
passive recreational purpose.  This definition shall not be construed to include recreational 
facilities where activity takes place completely indoors.*40 
 
PARKING LOT:   
 
An area, other than a street or alley, devoted to unenclosed parking spaces. 
 
PARKING SPACE, STANDARD:    
 
A rectangular area of not less than nine feet in width and not less than 18 feet in length, 
together with independent access from an aisle or driveway to be used by automobiles.*5, *19 

 

PARKING SPACE, HANDICAPPED:    
 
A rectangular area of not less than 12 feet in width and 18 feet in length, together with 
independent access from an aisle or driveway.*20 
 
PARKING SPACE/LOT, PAVING:    
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The material used for permanently surfacing a parking space and/or lot which may include any of 
the following:  asphaltic concrete; cement concrete; penetration treatment of bituminous material 
and a seal coat of bituminous and mineral aggregate; or the equivalent of the above as approved 
by the Department of Planning and Development.*20 
 
PLACES OF PUBLIC ASSEMBLY:    
 
For purposes of establishing parking requirements, the following uses shall be considered places 
of public assembly uses:  churches, elementary, junior high and high schools both public and 
private, colleges and university, both public and private, funeral homes, museums, libraries, 
private clubs, lodges, community buildings, theaters, auditoriums, arenas, indoor and outdoor 
stadiums, health spas, gyms, tennis/handball court facilities, hospitals, rest homes, orphanages, 
nursing homes and institutions of a religious, charitable or philanthropic nature and uses similar 
to the above uses. *20 
 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION:    
 
The Planning and Zoning Commission of Maricopa County.*21 

 

PRIVATE HILLSIDE ROAD:    
 
A thoroughfare providing recorded vehicular access to more than one property, in which any or 
all properties over which the access traverses, falls within the purview of the Hillside 
Development Standards.  (This does not apply to roadways under the jurisdiction of the Maricopa 
County Department of Transportation).*32 
 
RECREATION VEHICLE:    
 
A vehicular or portable unit mounted on a chassis and wheels, designed and constructed to be 
installed with or without a permanent foundation for human occupancy as a residence, not more 
than 12 feet in width, nor more than 40 feet in length and containing no more than 400 
square feet in total floor area. Total width of said unit including all tip-outs, slide-outs, hinged 
extensions, or solid frames shall not exceed 12 feet.  For purposes of measuring length, the 
recreation vehicle hitch and/or tongue shall be excluded.  The term "recreation vehicle" shall 
include travel trailers, camping trailers, truck campers, and motor homes.**11 
 
RECREATION VEHICLE (OVERNIGHT):   
 
A recreation vehicle which is not designed for, or to be used for, permanent residential use in a 
travel trailer/recreation vehicle park or at other approved locations.**11 
 
RECREATION VEHICLE (DESTINATION):    
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A recreation vehicle which is designed for, and is to be used for, permanent residential use in a 
travel trailer/recreation vehicle park or at other approved locations.  The term recreation vehicle 
(destination) includes park model travel trailers.**11 

 
RECREATION VEHICLE PARK:    
 
Any parcel of land upon which two or more recreation vehicles for dwelling or sleeping purposes 
are located regardless of whether or not a charge is made for such accommodations.**11 
 
SCHOOL:   
 
An institution of learning, such as preschools, day nurseries, nursery schools, charter schools, 
elementary and secondary schools, colleges and universities, which offer instruction in several 
branches of learning and study, but not including business colleges, dancing schools, riding 
academies, or trade or vocational schools.*31 
 
SEMI-NUDE:    
 
Means a state of dress in which clothing covers no more than the genitals, pubic region, and 
areola of the female breast, as well as portions of the body covered by supporting straps or 
devices.*24 

 

 
 
SERVANT:    
 
A person who is paid for performing household duties such as cooking, cleaning, chauffeuring, 
nursing, caring for children, or similar activities. *25 

 

 SERVICE STATION:   
 
 A building or use devoted to the retail sale of fuels, lubricants, and other supplies for motor 

vehicles, including minor repair activities which are subordinate to the sale of petroleum 
products. 

 
 SETBACK LINE:    
 
 A line measured from the future right-of-way line of a street or property line, as applicable.*14 

 
SIGN:   
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Any device for visual communication, including any structure or natural object or part thereof, 
that is used for the purpose of bringing the subject thereof to the attention of the public, but not 
including any flag, badge or insignia of any government or governmental agency, or of any civic, 
charitable, religious, patriotic, fraternal or similar organization. 
 

 SIGN, MONUMENT:*15    
 
 A freestanding on-site advertising sign which meets the following requirements: 

    
1. The base of the sign must be equal to or greater than one half the width of the sign. 
    
2. Maximum sign area of 32 square feet. 
 
3. Maximum sign height of six feet. 
 
4. The sign is no closer than three feet from any property line and is also no closer than 30 

feet from any rural or residential zone boundary. 
 
5. The sign must allow clear unobstructed vision at corners of streets and at driveway 

entrances/exits to the property. The sign must be placed in accordance with Chapter 14, 
Section 1404. located herein as applied to corners of intersecting streets and at driveway 
entrances/exits to streets. 

 
6. The sign must meet all other standards for on-site advertising signs not specified above. 
 

 SIGN, ROOF:    
 
 A sign affixed on, above, or over the roof of a building so that it projects above the eave line of a 

roof.  The top of the parapet wall shall be considered the eave line.  The lowest point of a 
mansard style roof shall be considered the eave line.  Where a parapet wall is combined with a 
mansard roof, the eave line shall be the top of the parapet.*15 

 

SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL COMPLEX:   
 
A group of single-family dwellings designed for individual separate ownership with unified man-
agement that provides common services and outdoor recreational facilities, but not including 
public bars, public restaurants or any commercial activity in connection therewith. 
 
SPECIAL USE:    
 
A use of property whose characteristics or impacts do not allow the use to be permitted in a 
zoning district without approval by the Board of Supervisors in accordance with the provisions of 
Chapter 13, Section 1301.*25 
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SPECIAL USE PERMIT:    
 
The permit issued for a special use in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 13.*25 
 
SPECIFIED SEXUAL ACTIVITIES: *24   
 
Means and includes any of the following: 
 
1. Human genitals in a state of sexual stimulation or arousal. 
 
2. Sex acts, normal or perverted, actual or simulated, including acts of human masturbation, 

sexual intercourse, oral copulation, or sodomy. 
 
3. Fondling or other erotic touching of human genitals, pubic region, buttocks, anus, or 

female breasts. 
 
4. Excretory functions as part of or in connection with any of the activities set forth in 1. 

through 3. above. 
 
SPECIFIED ANATOMICAL AREAS:*24    
 
The male genitals in a state of sexual arousal and/or the vulva or more intimate parts of the 
female genitals, and may include: 
 
1.  Less than completely and opaquely covered: 
 
  a.  Human genitals, pubic region; 
 
  b.  Breasts below a point immediately above the top of the areola. 
 
2. Human male genitals in a discernibly turgid state, even if completely and opaquely 

covered. 
 

STORY:   
 
That portion of a building, other than a cellar, included between the surface of any floor and the 
surface of the floor next above it, or, if there be no floor above it, then the space between the 
surface of such floor and the ceiling or roof above it. 
 
STREET:   
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All property dedicated or otherwise reserved for public or private street uses, or having thereon a 
public easement for such use.  A street shall not include commercial/industrial parking lots or 
single family/multi-family common tract areas used for ingress/egress.  These parking lots and 
common tract areas shall be deemed to meet the legal access requirements of this Ordinance.*26 
 
STREET LINE:   
 
The boundary which separates the right-of-way of a street from the abutting property. 
 
STRUCTURAL ALTERATION:   
 
Any change in the supporting members of a building, such as bearing walls or partitions, 
columns, beams or girders, or any complete rebuilding of the roof or exterior walls. 
 
STRUCTURE:   
 
Anything constructed or erected which requires location on the ground or attached to something 
having location on the ground, including multi-sectional manufactured homes, but not including 
other types of mobile homes, tents, recreational vehicles or travel trailers.*27 

 

 TEMPORARY USE: 
 

A use of property permitted on a temporary basis within a zoning district as long as required 
conditions are met.*34 

 
TEMPORARY USE PERMIT: 
 
The permit issued for a temporary use in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 13, Section 
1302.*34 

 
TRAVEL TRAILER PARK:   

 
 Any parcel of land upon which two or more travel trailers for dwelling or sleeping purposes are 

located regardless of whether or not a charge is made for such accommodations. 
 
TRAVEL TRAILER SPACE:   
 
A plot of ground within a mobile home park or travel trailer park designed for the accommodation 
of one travel trailer together with its accessory structures including carports or other off-street 
parking areas, storage lockers, ramadas, cabanas, patios, patio covers, awnings and similar 
appurtenances. 
 
USE:   
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The purpose or purposes for which land or a building is occupied, maintained, arranged, 
designed, or intended. 
 
USE, ACCESSORY:   
 
A use which is customarily incidental and subordinate to the principal use of a lot or a building, 
including bona fide servant quarters, or accessory vehicle parking or storage and located on the 
same lot therewith.*26 
 
USE, PRINCIPAL:   
 
The main use of land or a building as distinguished from an accessory use. 
 
WAREHOUSING AND STORAGE:    
 
Buildings used for the rental of space to the public for the storage of merchandise, commodities 
or personal property and where access is under the control of the building management, but ex-
cluding the warehousing and storage of explosive, corrosive or noxious materials, such as dust, 
fumes or noise that could be dangerous, injurious, distasteful, pernicious or obnoxious to man, 
other organisms or properties.*2 
 
WAREHOUSES, MINI:    
 
Buildings which are composed of contiguous individual rooms which are rented to the public for 
the storage of personal property and which have independent access and locks under the control 
of the tenant; but excluding the storage of explosive, corrosive or noxious materials, such as 
dust, fumes, or noise that could be dangerous, injurious, distasteful, pernicious or obnoxious to 
man, other organisms or properties; and further excluding any other use otherwise permitted in 
the zoning district in which the mini-warehouse is located.*2 

 

WIRELESS COMMUNICATION FACILITIES:    
 
Either a structure composed of a monopole; or a structure mounted on a building; either of 
which is maintained by a public service corporation, and which supports microwave antennae and 
dishes and other necessary attachments used exclusively for cellular communication purposes, all 
of which are used as part of a cellular mobile telephone communications system. *22 
 

YARD:   
 
The open space at grade level between a building and the adjoining lot lines, unoccupied and 
unobstructed by any portion of a structure from the ground upward, except as otherwise 
provided in this Ordinance.  In measuring a yard for the purpose of determining the width of a 



MARICOPA COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE 
 Chapter 2 - Definitions 
 

 
Chapter 2  -  Page 22 

side yard, the depth of a front yard or the depth of a rear yard, the minimum horizontal distance 
between the lot line and the principal building is to be used; however, on any lot wherein a 
setback line has been established by the regulations of this Ordinance for any street abutting the 
lot, such measurement is to be taken from the principal building to the setback line (see "YARD, 
REQUIRED"). 
 
YARD, FRONT:   
 
A yard extending across the front width of a lot and being the minimum horizontal distance 
between the street line and the principal building or any projection thereof, other than steps, un-
enclosed balconies and unenclosed porches.  The front yard of a corner lot is the yard adjacent 
to the designated front lot line. 
 
YARD, REAR:    
 
A yard extending between the side lot lines and being the minimum horizontal distance between 
the rear lot line and the rear of the principal building or any projection thereof, other than steps, 
unenclosed balconies or unenclosed porches.  On corner lots and interior lots, the rear yard is in 
all cases at the opposite end of the lot from the front yard.*28 
 
YARD, REQUIRED:   
 
The minimum open space as specified by the regulations of this Ordinance for front, rear and 
side yards, as distinguished from any yard area in excess of the minimum required (see "BUILD-
ABLE AREA"). 
 
YARD, SIDE:    
 
A yard between the building and the side lot line of a lot and extending from the front yard to the 
rear yard and being the minimum horizontal distance between a side lot line and the side of the 
principal building or any projection thereof, other than steps, unenclosed balconies or unenclosed 
porches.  An interior side yard is defined as the side yard adjacent to a common lot line.*28 
 
ZONING DISTRICT:   
 
Any portion of the unincorporated area of Maricopa County in which the same zoning regulations 
apply. 

 
ZONING CLEARANCE:    
 
The issuance of a permit or authorization by the Zoning Inspector indicating that a proposed 
building, structure or use of land meets all the standards contained in this Ordinance.*1, *4 
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ZONING INSPECTOR:    
 
The Director of the Maricopa County Department of Planning and Development or his duly 
authorized representative.*1, *4 

 

Date of Revisions 
*1  Revised 12-30-74 *21  Renumbered after subparagraph 202.71 4-3-

91 
*2  Added 5-2-77 *22  Added 4-5-92 
*3  Revised 6-6-77 *23  Added 4-15-93 
*4  Revised 10-3-77 *24  Revised 8-21-93 
*5  Revised 5-11-81 *25  Added 2-20-94 
*6  Revised 6-1-81 *26  Revised 5-6-94 
*8  Revised 3-15-82 *27  Revised 7-23-94 
*9  Revised 8-15-83 *28  Revised 6-5-96 
**9  Added 8-15-83 *29  Effective 1-17-98 
*10  Revised 4-1-85 *30  Effective 7-2-99 
*11  Revised 4-7-86 *31  Effective 11-19-99 
**11  Added 4-7-86 *32  Effective 10-4-01 
*12  Revised 5-18-87 *33  Effective  05-05-06 
*13  Revised 10-19-87 *34  Effective 07-07-06 
*14  Revised 2-6-89 *35  Effective 09-15-06 
*15  Added 11-02-89 *36  Effective 01-19-2007 
*16  Revised 5-16-90 *37  Effective 01-19-2007 
*17  Added 8-23-90 *38  Effective 02-16-2007 
*18  Revised 9-12-90 *39 Effective 11-14-2008 
*19  Revised 4-3-91 *40 Added 8-19-09 – TA2009007 
*20  Added 4-3-91   
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SECTION 301. BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 
Reserved. 
 
SECTION 302. PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 
 
Reserved. 
 
SECTION 303. BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
 
ARTICLE 303.1. MEMBERSHIP: *13 The Board of Adjustment is composed of five (5) 

members, one (1) member is appointed from each of the five (5) supervisor 
districts.  Each member shall be a resident and taxpayer of the supervisor 
district from which he or she is appointed.  The appointments shall be for 
staggered terms of four (4) years each.  Members are appointed and/or 
removed by the Board of Supervisors. 

 
ARTICLE 303.2. POWERS AND DUTIES: *1, *3, *4, *5, *8, *10, *12, *13   The Board of Adjustment 

shall have only the powers and duties prescribed by §A.R.S. 11-807, which 
are more particularly described as follows: 

 

303.2.1. Interpret the Zoning Ordinance when the meaning of any word, phrase, or section 
is in doubt, when there is dispute between the appellant and the Zoning Inspector 
(Enforcing Officer), or when the location of a zoning district boundary is in doubt. 

303.2.2. Allow a Variance from the terms of the Ordinance when, owning to peculiar 
conditions, a strict interpretation would work an unnecessary hardship, if in 
granting such Variance the general intent and purposes of the Zoning Ordinance 
will be preserved.  Under no circumstances shall there be granted a Variance to 
allow a use of property not permitted by the regulations for the zoning district in 
which such property is located or where such Variance is specifically prohibited 
within this Ordinance.  No variance to Chapter 13, Sections 1302 or Chapter 11, 
Section 1115 shall be considered.  
 

 303.2.3. Grant, upon application and filing of a letter of protest or request for extension or a 
Variance to the requirements for by-right temporary model home sales complexes 
and temporary construction office/yard complexes (all of which shall be considered 
appeals to the Board of Adjustment), for Temporary Use Permits as required by 
this Ordinance.  

 
ARTICLE 303.3. MEETINGS AND RULES: *1, *3, *4, *11, *13  Meetings of the Board of 

Adjustment shall be held at the call of the Chairman, regularly at least once 
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a month and at such other times deemed necessary for the transaction of 
business.  All such meetings shall be open to the public.  The Chairman, or 
in his absence the Vice-Chairman, may administer oaths and compel the 
attendance of witnesses.  The Board of Adjustment shall keep minutes of its 
proceedings, showing the vote of member upon each request or if absent or 
failing to vote, indicating such facts, and shall also keep records of its 
hearings and other official actions.  A copy of every rule or regulation, every 
Variance and every order, requirement, decision or determination of the 
Board of Adjustment shall be filed with the Director and shall be a public 
record.  The Board of Adjustment shall adopt its own rules of procedure and 
elect its own officers. 

 
ARTICLE 303.4. APPEALS:*3; *13  An appeal to the Board of Adjustment may be taken by any 

person who feels that there is an error or doubt in the interpretation of the 
Ordinance or that due to unusual circumstances attaching to the person’s 
property an unnecessary hardship is being indicted on the person.  The 
appeal shall state whether it is a plea for an interpretation or a Variance and 
the grounds for the appeal.  Such appeal shall be taken within a reasonable 
time, not to exceed 60 days or such lesser period as may be provided by 
the rules of the Board of Adjustment, by filing with the Director and with the 
Board of Adjustment a notice of appeal specifying the grounds thereof.  The 
Director shall forthwith transmit to the Board of Adjustment all papers 
constituting the record upon which the action appealed from was taken.  
Such an appeal shall stay all proceedings in the matter appealed from unless 
the Director certifies to the Board of Adjustment that, by reason of the facts 
stated in the certificate, the stay would in the opinion of the Director cause 
imminent peril to life or property.  In such case, proceedings shall not be 
stayed, except by a restraining order granted by said Board of Adjustment 
or by a court of record on application and notice to the Zoning Inspector 
from whom the appeal is taken.  Said Board of Adjustment shall fix a time 
for hearing the appeal and give notice thereof to the parties in interest and 
the public as set forth herein. 

 
ARTICLE 303.5. APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE: *1, *3, *8, *13, *25  Application for any 

Variance from the regulations of this Zoning Ordinance shall be made to the 
Board of Adjustment.  Such applications shall be made on forms prescribed 
by the Board of Adjustment, shall be filed with the Director, and shall be 
accompanied by: 

 
303.5.1. Accurate site plans to scale and a description of the property involved, description 

of the request or requests, preliminary floor plans and elevations of all proposed 
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buildings.  The zoning inspector may authorize omission of any or all of the plans 
and drawings required by this section if they are not necessary. 

   
303.5.2.  Evidence, satisfactory to the Board of Adjustment, of the ability and intention of the 

applicant to proceed with actual construction work in accordance with said plans 
within 120 days after allowing any Variance. *8  

 
303.5.3. Reasons for requesting the Variance including a detailed description of a statutorily 

based hardship and evidence that granting of said Variance will not in any way 
adversely impact the intent and purpose of the Zoning Ordinance. 

 
ARTICLE 303.6. PUBLIC HEARINGS:  *8, *12, *13 

 
303.6.1. Appeals:  Upon receipt in proper form of appeals concerning interpretation or 

administration of the Zoning Ordinance, the Board of Adjustment shall hold a public 
hearing thereon after giving public notice thereof by posting of the hearing agenda 
as well as due notice to the parties in interest, and decide the same within a 
reasonable time. 

 
303.6.2. Variance or Temporary Use Permit:  Upon receipt in proper form of an 

application for any Variance to the regulations of this Ordinance or upon receipt of 
a letter of protest or request for extension for any Temporary Use Permit, the 
Board of Adjustment shall hold public hearing thereon after giving public notice 
thereof by adequately posting the area of concern in such application at least ten 
days in advance of the public hearings as well as due notice to parties of interest, 
and decide the same within a reasonable time.  
 

303.6.3. Deleted 07-07-06. (TA2003005)  
 
303.6.4. All outstanding fees and fines against a property owed to the department shall be 

current and paid in full before any application will be scheduled for approval.  
 
ARTICLE 303.7. APPEAL OF A DECISION MADE BY THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT: *4, 

*13  A person aggrieved in any manner by an action of the Board of 
Adjustment may within 30 days of such action, appeal to the Superior 
Court and the matter shall be heard de novo. 

 
ARTICLE 303.8. LIMITATIONS:  Any Variance or Temporary Use Permit granted under the 

terms of this Ordinance shall expire by limitation of substantial construction, 
in accordance with the plans for which such Variance or Temporary Use 
Permit was granted, which has not been completed within one year from 
the date of granting said Variance or Temporary Use Permit, or if judicial 
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proceedings to review the Board of Adjustment's decision shall be instituted 
one year from the date of entry of the final order in such proceedings, 
including all appeals. *8 

 
ARTICLE 303.9. TIME EXTENSION: *13   Prior to the expiration of a time sensitive 

stipulation, an applicant may apply to the Board of Adjustment for a 
stipulation modification under the original case number subject to a 
continuance fee to allow a single time extension not to exceed 60 days. 

 
Date of Revisions 
*1  Revised 12-30-74 **8   Added 2-20-94 
*3  Revised 10-3-77  *10  Effective 1-17-98 
*4   Revised 2-26-79  *11  Effective 2-4-00 
*5  Revised 4-14-80  *12  Effective 6-1-2009 TA2009003 
*8  Revised 2-20-94  *13 Effective 11-7-09 TA2009011 

 
 
SECTION 304. AMENDMENTS 
 
ARTICLE 304.1. AUTHORITY:  The Board of Supervisors may from time to time, after 

receiving report and recommendation thereupon by the Commission and 
after public hearings required by law, amend zoning district boundaries or 
the regulations herein or subsequently established.  Amendments may be 
initiated either by the property owner or by the Commission on its own 
motion. *14 

 

ARTICLE 304.2. AMENDMENTS INITIATED BY PROPERTY OWNER(S): *14  
 
304.2.1. Any property owner or authorized agent of a property owner desiring an 

amendment or change in the Zoning Ordinance changing the zoning district 
boundaries within an area previously zoned shall file an application for the 
amendment or change with the Board of Supervisors.   

 
304.2.2. Upon receipt of the application, the Board of Supervisors shall submit it to the 

Commission for report and recommendation. Prior to presenting its report and 
recommendation to said Board, the Commission shall hold public hearing thereon 
after giving at least 15 days notice thereof by publication once in a newspaper of 
general circulation in the seat of Maricopa County and by posting of the area 
included in the proposed change.  The posting shall be in no less than two places 
with at least one notice for each one-quater mile of frontage along perimeter 
public rights-of-way so that the notices are visible from the nearest public 
right-of-way.   
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304.2.3. The Commission shall also send notice by first class mail to each real property 

owner as shown on the last assessment of the property within 300 feet of the 
proposed amendment or change and each county or municipality which is 
contiguous to the area of the amendment or change.  The notice sent by mail shall 
include, at a minimum, the date, time and place of the hearing on the proposed 
amendment or change including a general explanation of the matter to be 
considered; a general description of the area of the proposed amendment or 
change; and notification that if 20% of the property owners by area and number 
within the zoning area file protests, an affirmative vote of three-fourths of all 
members of the Board will be required to approve the rezoning.  

 
304.2.4. If the Planning Commission has held a public hearing, the Board may adopt the 

recommendations of the Planning Commission through use of a consent calendar 
without holding a second public hearing if there is no objection, request for public 
hearing or other protest.  If there is an objection, a request for public hearing or a 
protest, the Board of Supervisors shall hold public hearing on such petitions giving 
at least 15 days notice thereof by publication once in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the seat of Maricopa County and by adequate posting of the area of 
concern in said petition at least 15 days in advance of the public hearing.  After 
holding the public hearing, the Board of Supervisors may adopt the petitioner's 
proposed change provided that if 20% of the owners by number and by area, of 
all property within 300 feet of the proposed change, file a protest, such a change 
shall not be made except by a three-fourths vote of all members of the Board of 
Supervisors.  However, except that the required number of votes shall in no event 
be less than a majority of the full members of the Board. *17 

 
304.2.5. In calculating the owners by area for a protest, only that portion of a lot or parcel 

of record situated within 300 feet of the property to be rezoned shall be included.  
In calculating the owner by number or area, County property and public rights-of-
way shall not be included. 

 
304.2.6. As used in the Ordinance, legal protests for the purposes of requiring a three-

fourths vote of the Board of Supervisors as referenced in Article 304.2.4 shall be 
subject to the following: *27 

 
1. The legal protest shall be filed in writing with the Department by 12:00 

noon on the Friday prior to the public hearing before the Board of 
Supervisors. 

 
2. The legal protest shall clearly state opposition to the amendment or change. 
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3. The legal protest shall be filed by the record property owner of any property 
located within 300 feet of the proposed amendment or change.  In the 
event title shall be held in multiple parties, the filing by any such party shall 
be sufficient. 

 
4. The legal protest shall indicate the Assessor Parcel Number of the parcel(s) 

owned by the party filing the opposition. 
 

304.2.7. All outstanding fees and fines against a property owed to the department shall be 
current and paid in full before any application will be scheduled for approval. *26*27 

 
ARTICLE 304.3. AMENDMENTS INITIATED BY THE COMMISSION: *14, *19 
 
304.3.1. Amendments initiated by the Commission are subject to the same public hearing 

requirements set forth herein Chapter 3, Section 304, Article 304.2 (amendments 
initiated by property owners). 

 
304.3.2. Notice by first class mail of proceedings that are not initiated by the property owner 

involving rezoning of land to a more restrictive zone shall be sent to each real 
property owner, as shown on the last assessment of the property, of the area to be 
rezoned and all property owners, as shown on the last assessment of the property, 
within 300 feet of property to be rezoned. **10, *11 

 
 A "more restrictive zone" shall be interpreted to mean:  
 

  1. Zoning from one category to another category; or,  
 

2.  Zoning from a less restrictive use to a more restrictive use within categories 
as shown on the following table: 
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 CATEGORY A:  

 (More Restrictive) 
 
 (Less Restrictive) 

Rural-190 Rural Zoning District 
Rural-70 Rural Zoning District 
Rural-43 Rural Zoning District 

 CATEGORY B:  

 (More Restrictive) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 (Less Restrictive) 

R1-35 Single-Family Residential Zoning District 
R1-18 Single-Family Residential Zoning District 
R1-10 Single-Family Residential Zoning District 
R1-8 Single-Family Residential Zoning District 
R1-7 Single-Family Residential Zoning District 
R1-6 Single-Family Residential Zoning District 
R-2 Limited Multiple-Family Residential Zoning District 
R-3 Limited Multiple-Family Residential Zoning District 
R-4 Limited Multiple-Family Residential Zoning District 
R-5 Limited Multiple-Family Residential Zoning District 

 CATEGORY C:  

 (More Restrictive) 
 
 
 
 (Less Restrictive) 

C-O Commercial Office Zoning District 
C-S Planned Shopping Center Zoning District 
C-1 Neighborhood Commercial Zoning District 
C-2 Intermediate Commercial Zoning District 
C-3 General Commercial Zoning District 

 CATEGORY D:  

 (More Restrictive) 
 
 (Less Restrictive) 

IND-1 Planned Industrial Zoning District 
IND-2 Light Industrial Zoning District 
IND-3 Heavy Industrial Zoning District 

 CATEGORY E: Any Special Use 

 CATEGORY F: Hillside Development Overlay Zoning District 

 CATEGORY G: Senior Citizen Overlay Zoning District 

 CATEGORY H: Residential Unit Plan of Development 

 CATEGORY I: Industrial Unit Plan of Development 

 CATEGORY J: Commercial Unit Plan of Development 
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ARTICLE 304.4.   AMENDMENTS TO ZONING ORDINANCE STANDARDS: **11, *21   

 
304.4.1. Proceedings involving one or more of the following proposed changes or related 

series of changes in the standards governing land uses, shall include notice to 
real property owners provided by one of the methods discussed below: 

 
1. A 10% or more increase or decrease in the number of square feet or units 

that may be developed. 
 

2. A 10% or more increase or reduction in the allowable height of buildings. 
 

3. An increase or reduction in the allowable number of stories of buildings. 
 

4. A 10% or more increase or decrease in setback or open space 
requirements. 

    
5. An increase or reduction in permitted uses. 

 
  Prior to the first hearing on such changes, notice shall be sent by first class mail to 

each real property owner, as shown on the last assessment, whose real property is 
directly affected by the changes; or the change shall be published in a display ad 
covering not less than one-eighth of a full page in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the County.*20  

 
304.4.2. For amendments to Zoning Ordinance standards or uses, the Department will send 

notice by first class mail to persons who register their names and addresses with the 
Department as being interested in receiving such notice.  A fee of $5.00 per year 
will be charged for the provision of this service payable initially upon registration 
and yearly thereafter. 

 
ARTICLE 304.5. AMENDMENT APPROVED BY THE BOARD: **10,*11,***11,*18   A decision by 

the Board of Supervisors involving rezoning of land which changes the 
zoning classification of such land or amends Zoning Ordinance standards or 
uses shall not be effective until the dedication of required right-of-way but 
not prior to 31 days after final approval of the change in classification, 
standard or use by the Board.  Unless a resident files a written objection 
with the Board of Supervisors, the rezoning may be enacted as an 
emergency measure that becomes effective immediately by a four-fifths 
majority vote of the board. 

 
ARTICLE 304.6.   CONDITIONAL ZONING: ***11  
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304.6.1. The Board of Supervisors may approve a change of zone conditioned on a schedule 
for development of the specific use or uses for which rezoning is requested.  When 
the Board of Supervisors adopts the zoning amendment, it may impose a schedule 
of development including, but not limited to, a date by which construction shall 
commence or dates by which phases of development of the property for the use 
approved shall be substantially completed. **9, ***10 

 
304.6.2. The owner or developer of property which was rezoned conditioned on compliance 

with a schedule of development shall submit to the Department a certified 
statement of compliance prior to the expiration of any time limits imposed by the 
Board.  If the certified statement of compliance is not filed or the Department 
independently determines that the property has not been improved for the use for 
which it was conditionally approved, a public hearing shall be set before the 
Commission.  The findings and recommendation of the Commission shall be 
forwarded to the Board of Supervisors for public hearing to determine compliance 
with the schedule of development, grant an extension, or cause the property to 
revert to its former zoning classification.  Notification by registered mail of both the 
hearing before the Commission and the hearing before the Board shall be sent to 
the owner and applicant who requested the rezoning.  Notice of public hearing shall 
be as set forth in Chapter 3, Section 304., Article 304.2. herein. 

 
ARTICLE 304.7. RECONSIDERATION OF DENIED PETITION: *2, ***9, ***10, ***11  If a 

petition for amendment is withdrawn by the applicant or denied by the 
Board of Supervisors, that petition shall not be refiled nor shall there be filed 
with the Board of Supervisors any other petition for the same amendment 
within a period of one year unless in the opinion of the Commission there is 
a change of circumstances warranting such filing. 

 
ARTICLE 304.8. COMPLIANCE WITH COUNTY PLANS: *12 *23  All applications for changes 

of Zoning District boundaries must be in compliance with the County's 
adopted Comprehensive Plan and/or any adopted area plan. 

 
ARTICLE 304.9. SITE PLAN AMENDMENTS*22 *25 

 
304.9.1. Holders of approved Special Use Permits, Plans of Development, and Unit 

Plans of Development may apply to amend associated site plans as set forth 
in the provisions of this Ordinance. *25 

 
304.9.2. Amendments to approved site plans may be categorized as major or minor.  

In determining the status of proposed amendments, the Department of 
Planning and Development shall adhere to the procedures and criteria of this 
Article. 
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304.9.3. Applications for amendments to approved site plans shall include the 
appropriate fee as described in the Maricopa County Zoning Ordinance and 
the appropriate submittal requirements as required by the Planning and 
Development Department. All outstanding fees and fines against a property 
owed to the department shall be current and paid in full before any 
application will be scheduled for approval. *26  

 
304.9.4. Unit Plans of Development that were originally processed through the Board 

of Supervisors may be amended administratively, either as a Major or Minor 
Amendment, as set forth in the provisions of this Ordinance.  If, however, 
the amendment changes or alters a development standard or stipulation of 
approval, then the amendment shall be processed through the Planning and 
Zoning Commission and Board of Supervisors for approval. Major 
Amendments to Special Use Permits shall be processed through the Planning 
and Zoning Commission and Board of Supervisors for approval. *25 

 
304.9.5. Minor Amendments shall be reviewed by staff of the Planning and 

Development Department and other County Departments as deemed 
necessary, according to standard administrative procedures.  Staff will 
recommend approval, approval subject to conditions, or denial. 

 
304.9.6. An applicant may appeal a staff decision in writing to the Planning Director 

within two weeks of the staff decision.  Such appeal shall state the purpose 
and subject of the proposed amendment, the date of the staff decision, and 
the justification for an alternate decision. 

 
304.9.7. Major Amendments: 
 
 1. An amendment will be considered major if the proposed amendment 

involves one or more of the following: *25  
   

A. A change altering any condition or stipulation of approval; 
 
  B. An increase of more than 10% in the following: 
 

i. Building size, dimensions, or height of any proposed or 
existing structure to be retained, 

ii. The number of parking spaces, 
iii. The size of landscaped areas, or 
iv. The size or height of approved signs. 

 
  C. A decrease of more than 10% in setback; 
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 D. A change in the location of buildings, parking areas, access 

drives, recreational amenities, exterior lighting, signs or 
fencing or landscaping used as buffering/screening, if such 
change would significantly and/or materially increase potential 
adverse impacts on adjacent property as determined by the 
Zoning Inspector; 

 
  E. The request is for a different type of land use; 
 

F. Non-compliance with existing Zoning Ordinance standards; 
 
 G. A written objection by the Maricopa County Department of 

Transportation, the Maricopa County Flood Control District, or 
the Maricopa County Department of Environmental Services; 

 
 H. The request is found by the Zoning Inspector to be a Major 

Amendment. 
304.9.8. Minor Amendments: 
 
 1. An amendment will be considered minor if the proposed amendment is not a 

Major Amendment.  In general, Minor Amendments are small adjustments 
to the details of a site plan that allow continued compliance with an 
approved site plan and that do not substantively or materially alter the 
original character and/or intent of the approved site plan. *25 

 
 2. The Zoning Inspector shall make the final determination of whether an 

 amendment is a Minor Amendment. 
 
Date of Revisions 
*2 Revised 9-13-71 *14  Revised 8-06-93 
**9 Added 8-4-86 *17  Revised 8-21-96 
***9 Renumbered 8-4-86 *18 Revised 8-21-96 
**10 Added 12-7-87 *19 Effective 5-15-98 
***10 Renumbered 12-7-87 *20 Effective 6-21-98 
*11 Revised 2-6-89 *21 Effective 1-15-99 
**11 Added 2-6-89 *22 Effective 2-7-03 
***11 Renumbered 2-6-89 *23 Effective 9-7-07 
*12 Added 8-23-90 *25 Effective 9-22-08 
*26 Effective 6-1-2009 TA2009003 *27 Effective 7-17-09 – TA2008009 
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SECTION 305. CITIZEN REVIEW PROCESS*24 
 
305.1. Upon application for a change in the Zoning Ordinance changing the zoning district 

within an area previously zoned as set forth in Chapter 13, Section 304, Articles 304.2 
and 304.3 herein or upon application requesting a special use as set forth in Chapter 
13, Section 1301 herein, a citizen review process shall be conducted.  The purposes of 
the citizen review process shall be the following: 

 
1. Adjacent landowners and other potentially affected citizens will be notified of the 

application and substance of the proposed change in zoning district or special use. 
 

2. Adjacent landowners and other potentially affected citizens will be provided an 
opportunity to express any issues or concerns they may have with the proposed 
rezoning or special use before any public hearing required as set forth in Chapter 3, 
Section 304, Articles 304.2 and 304.3 herein. 

 
305.2. Prior to any application that requires a citizen review process, the applicant shall 

conduct a pre-application meeting with the Planning Department. 
 
305.3. Within 30 days upon submitting an application that requires a citizen review process, 

the applicant shall post the property included in the proposed change.  The posting 
shall be in no less than two places with at least one notice for each quarter mile of 
frontage along perimeter right-of-way so that the notices are visible from the nearest 
public right-of-way.  Each notice shall be a minimum of six square feet in area and 
shall be laminated.  The posting shall include, at a minimum, a brief description of the 
area of the proposed amendment or change, a general explanation of the nature of 
the proposed amendment or change, the name of the applicant, and contact 
information for the applicant.  A signed affidavit along with photographic evidence shall 
be submitted to staff demonstrating proof of posting within 30 days of application 
submittal. 

 
305.4. Within 30 days upon submitting an application that requires a citizen review process, 

the applicant shall also send notice by first class mail to each real property owner as 
shown on the last assessment of the property within three hundred feet of the 
proposed amendment or change.  The notice by mail shall include, at a minimum, 
description of the area of the proposed amendment or change, a general explanation 
of the nature of the proposed amendment or change, the name of the applicant, and 
contact information for the applicant.  A copy of the notice and an affidavit 
demonstrating proof of such notification shall be submitted to staff within 30 days of 
application submittal. 
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305.5. Every application that requires a citizen review process shall include a citizen 
participation plan.  The citizen participation plan, at a minimum, shall include the 
following information: 
1. Which residents, property owners, interested parties, political jurisdictions and 

public agencies may be affected by the application. 
 
2. How those interested in and potentially affected by an application will be notified 

that an application has been made. 
 

3. How those interested and potentially affected parties will be informed of the 
substance of the change, amendment, or development proposed by the 
application. 

 
4. How those affected or otherwise interested will be provided an opportunity to 

discuss the applicant’s proposal with the applicant and express any concerns, 
issues or problems they may have with the proposal in advance of the public 
hearing. 

 
5. The applicant’s schedule for completion of the citizen participation plan. 

 
6. How the applicant will keep the Planning Department informed on the status of 

their citizen participation efforts. 
 

305.6. The level of citizen interest and area involvement will vary depending on the nature of 
the application and the location of the site.  The target area for early notification will 
be determined through a coordinated effort of the applicant and staff.  The Planning 
Director shall resolve any disputes that may arise while arriving at the target area.  At 
a minimum, the target area shall include the following: 

 
1. Real property owners within the noticing area set forth in item 305.4 herein; 

 
2. The head of any homeowners association within the noticing area set forth in 

item 305.4 herein;  
 

3. Other potentially affected citizens in the target area who have requested that 
they be placed on the routing list maintained by the Planning Department. 

 
305.7. These requirements apply in addition to any notice provisions set forth in Chapter 3, 

Section 304, Articles 304.2 and 304.3 herein. 
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305.8. The applicant may submit a citizen participation plan and begin implementation prior 
to formal application at their discretion.  This shall not occur until after the required 
pre-application meeting and consultation with planning department staff. 

305.9. The citizen participation plan shall include a written report on the results of the citizen 
participation effort prior to notice of public hearing set forth in Chapter 3, Section 304, 
Articles 304.2 and 304.3 herein.  At a minimum the citizen participation report shall 
include the following information: 

 
1. Details and techniques the applicant used to involve the public, including: 

 
a. Dates and locations of any and all meetings where citizens were invited to 

discuss the applicant’s proposal; 
 

b. Content, dates mailed, and number of mailings, including letters, meeting 
notices, newsletters and other publications; 

 
c. The location of residents, property owners, and interested parties receiving 

notices, newsletters or other written materials. 
 

d.  The number of people that participated in the process. 
 

2. A summary of perceived or real concerns, issues and problems expressed during 
the process, including: 

 
a.  The substance of the concerns, issues, and problems; 

 
b. How the applicant has addressed or intends to address perceived or real 

concerns, issues, and problems expressed during the process; and, 
 

c. Perceived or real concerns, issues and problems with which the applicant 
disagrees, which the applicant cannot address, or which the applicant 
chooses not to address, including an explanation of the applicant’s 
reasoning. 

   
Date of Revisions 
*24  Effective 6-1-01  *25 Effective 07-07-06  

 
 

SECTION 306. PLAN OF DEVELOPMENT (POD) PROCESS*1 

 
306.1 All development involving non-residential zoning districts, two-family or multi-family 

residential development in a two-family residential zoning district or multi-family 
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residential zoning district, or property with a Unit Plan of Development (UPD), Planned 
Area Development (PAD), or Planned Development (PD) overlay shall be subject to a 
plan of development (POD) approval as set forth in the provisions of this Ordinance.  A 
preliminary plat may serve as a POD for residential projects. 

 
306.2 A POD may be processed through the Planning and Zoning Commission and Board of 

Supervisors for approval concurrent with a zone change request (under the zone 
change application) or it may be processed administratively (under a separate POD 
application) as set forth in the provisions of this Ordinance.  All zone change requests 
that require a POD shall be processed as a zone change with overlay and be charged 
accordingly.  Separate POD requests will be charges accordingly.  Residential UPD 
requests shall require separate submittal of a preliminary plat application per the 
Maricopa County Subdivision regulations. 

  
306.3 An application and phasing plan, if proposed, for a POD shall be submitted to the 

Planning and Development Department through the One Stop Shop (OSS) on an 
official form provided by the Department.  The application shall satisfy the submittal 
requirements as well as pertinent regulations as set forth in the provisions of this 
Ordinance or from other county departments.  The application shall contain sufficient 
information for staff to determine information for staff to determine whether the 
proposal meets the requirements of the County.  A pre-application meeting is 
recommended.  

 
306.4 A POD is a precise plan.  Staff shall review the POD in accordance with submittal 

requirements, regulations, and policies.  If staff determines that the proposal is 
consistent with the purposes and intent of the Ordinance and other pertinent 
regulations and policies, then staff shall grant approval and may impose stipulations as 
deemed necessary to satisfy the provisions of this Ordinance or other applicable 
regulations and policies.  Staff may also find that conditions required for approval do 
not exist and, therefore, deny the request.  Alternatively, staff may forward the 
request to the Planning and Zoning Commission for a recommendation to the Board of 
Supervisors.     

 
306.5 The applicant may file a request to appeal an administrative decision regarding a POD 

request within two (2) weeks of said decision.  The appeal shall be forwarded to the 
Planning and Zoning Commission for a recommendation to the Board of Supervisors.   

 
306.6 For all development subject to a POD, and approved POD and subsequent building 

permits are required prior to the commencement of any construction or development 
on the site.  The applicant shall ensure that required building permits for the site or 
first phase shall be issued within two (2) years of the date of approval of the POD.  
Prior to the date of expiration, the applicant may file a single request via a Minor 
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Amendment application for a one (1) year time extension authorized by the Director of 
Planning and Development.  If the time frame has expired, the applicant shall submit a 
new POD application. 

 
306.7 Any change or modification to an approved POD shall be considered an amendment to 

the POD.  Staff shall determine whether changes constitute a Minor or Major 
Amendment according to the provisions set forth in this Ordinance. 

 
306.8 Non-compliance with stipulations of POD approval shall be considered a zoning 

violation. All outstanding fees and fines against a property owed to the department 
shall be current and paid in full before any application will be scheduled for approval. 

 
Date of Revisions 
*1 Effective 9-22-08 *2 Effective 6-2-2009  

TA2009003 
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SECTION 401. ESTABLISHMENT OF ZONING DISTRICTS AND 
BOUNDARIES THEREOF     

  
For the purpose of this Ordinance, that part of Maricopa County outside the corporate limits of 
any municipality is hereby classified into the following zoning districts: 
 
ARTICLE 401.1. RURAL ZONING DISTRICTS: 
 
401.1.1. RURAL - 190 Rural Zoning District - 190,000 Square Feet Per Dwelling Unit 

401.1.2. RURAL - 70 Rural Zoning District - 70,000 Square Feet Per Dwelling Unit 

401.1.3. RURAL - 43 Rural Zoning District - 1 Acre Per Dwelling Unit 
 

ARTICLE 401.2. SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS: 
 
401.2.1. R1 - 35  Single-Family Residential Zoning District - 
 35,000 Square Feet Per Dwelling Unit 
 
401.2.2. R1 - 18  Single-Family Residential Zoning District - 
 18,000 Square Feet Per Dwelling Unit 
 
401.2.3. R1 - 10  Single-Family Residential Zoning District - 
 10,000 Square Feet Per Dwelling Unit 
 
401.2.4. R1 - 8  Single-Family Residential Zoning District - 
 8,000 Square Feet Per Dwelling Unit 
 
401.2.5. R1 – 7*2  Single-Family Residential Zoning District - 
 7,000 Square Feet Per Dwelling Unit 
 
401.2.6. R1 - 6  Single-Family Residential Zoning District - 
 6,000 Square Feet Per Dwelling Unit 
 
ARTICLE 401.3. MULTIPLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS: 
 
401.3.1. R - 2  Two-Family Residential Zoning District 
 
401.3.2. R - 3  Multiple-Family Residential Zoning District 
  
401.3.3. R - 4  Multiple-Family Residential Zoning District 
 
401.3.4. R - 5  Multiple-Family Residential Zoning District 
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ARTICLE 401.4. COMMERCIAL ZONING DISTRICTS: 
 
301.4.1. C - S  Planned Shopping Center Zoning District 
 
401.4.2. C - O*3  Commercial Office Zoning District 
 
401.4.3. C - 1  Neighborhood Commercial Zoning District 
 
401.4.5. C - 2 Intermediate Commercial Zoning District 
 
401.4.5. C - 3  General Commercial Zoning District 
 
ARTICLE 401.5. INDUSTRIAL ZONING DISTRICTS: 
 
401.5.1. IND - 1 Planned Industrial Zoning District 
 
401.5.2. IND - 2 Light Industrial Zoning District 
 
401.5.3. IND - 3 Heavy Industrial Zoning District 
 
ARTICLE 401.6. OVERLAY ZONING DISTRICTS: 
 
401.6.1. PAD Planned Area Development Overly 
 
401.6.2. RUPD Residential Unit Plan of Development 
 
401.6.3. CUPD Commercial Plan of Development 

 
401.6.4. IUPD Industrial Plan of Development 

 
401.6.5. PD*7 Planned Development Zoning District 

 
401.6.6. SC*5 Senior Citizen Overlay Zoning District 
 
401.6.7. WESTSIDE  Westside Military Airbase Overlay Zoning District 
 MILITARY 
  AIRBASE*9     
 
401.6.8. WICKENBURG  Wickenburg Scenic Corridor Overlay Zoning District 

 SCENIC   
 CORRIDOR*8 
 
401.6.9. HWY 74 SCENIC Highway 74 Scenic Corridor Overlay Zoning District 
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 CORRIDOR*11 

 

401.6.10. WIRELESS  Wireless Communication Facilities Use District 
 COMMUNICATION   

 FACILITY USE 
 DISTRICTS*10 
 
401.6.11. AD*4 Airport District (See Separate Ordinance) 
 
401.6.12. MHR*6,*12 Manufactured Housing Residential Zoning District–Deleted 7-23-94 
  

 
Date of Revisions 

*2 Added 11-3-75  *8   Added 8-1-91 
*3 Added 12-12-77  *9  Added 1-9-92 
 *4  Added 12-11-78  *10  Added 4-5-92 
 *5  Added 5-30-79  *11  Added 6-6-94 
 *7  Added 7-1-85   

 
SECTION 402. BOUNDARIES         
 
ARTICLE 402.1. BOUNDARY LINES ON THE ZONING DISTRICT MAPS:  The 

boundaries of the aforesaid zoning districts are shown upon the maps 
designated as the "Zoning District Maps".  The zoning district maps, along 
with all the notations, references, and other maps, along with all the 
notations, references, and other information shown thereon, are a part of 
this Ordinance and have the same force and effect as if said maps and all 
the notations, references and other information shown thereon were all fully 
set forth or described herein. 

 
ARTICLE 402.2. BOUNDARY DETERMINATION:  Where uncertainty exists with respect 

to the boundaries of any zoning district as shown on the zoning district 
maps, the following rules shall apply: 
 

402.2.1. Where zoning district boundaries are indicated as approximately following street or 
alley lines or the centerlines thereof, such lines shall be construed to be the zoning 
district boundaries. 

 
402.2.2. Where zoning district boundaries are so indicated that they approximately follow the 

lot lines, such lot lines shall be construed to be the zoning district boundaries. 
 
402.2.3. Where zoning district boundaries are indicated as approximately following the line 

of any stream, irrigation canal or other waterway or railroad right-of-way, or the 
boundary line of public land, the center of such stream, canal or waterway, or of 
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such railroad right-of-way, or the boundary line of such public land shall be 
construed to be the zoning district boundaries. 

 
402.2.4. Where a zoning district boundary divides a lot or parcel of land, the location of such 

boundary, unless indicated by dimensions shown on the zoning district maps, shall 
be determined by the use of the scale appearing on said maps.  Further, such 
zoning district line shall be treated as a property line for applying all zoning district 
requirements.*13   

 
402.2.5. Where such boundaries have been changed by the Board of Supervisors pursuant 

to Chapter 3, Section 304. of this Ordinance and where such changed boundaries 
are shown on detailed maps, the detailed maps shall govern in event there is any 
difference between the boundaries shown on the zoning district maps adopted as 
part of this Ordinance, or subsequent amendments thereto, and the detailed maps. 

 
ARTICLE 402.3. PUBLIC WAY VACATION:  Whenever any street, alley or other public 

way is vacated by the Board of Supervisors, the zoning districts adjoining 
each side of such street, alley or public way shall be considered as 
extended to the center of such vacation and all area included in the 
vacation shall then and henceforth be subject to all appropriate regulations 
of the extended zoning districts. 

 
ARTICLE 402.4. ZONING OF RIGHT-OF-WAY:  Zoning is applicable on all property, 

except public street rights-of-way.  Use of public street rights-of-way for 
other than public street purposes requires approval by the appropriate 
agency.*14 

 
Date of Revisions 
*13   Revised 6-5-96 *14  Effective 07-20-07 – 

TA2007005  
 
 
SECTION 403. LANDS NOT PREVIOUSLY ZONED 
 
Lands which for reason of law, change in ownership or for any other reason, come under the 
authority of Maricopa County after this Ordinance becomes effective and which have not been 
zoned prior thereto by any other jurisdiction having zoning authority, shall be subject to the 
regulations of the Rural-190 Zoning District until such time as soon as practicable thereafter 
public hearings are held as required by law for the expressed purpose of zoning such lands 
pursuant to this Ordinance. 
 
SECTION 404. LANDS PREVIOUSLY ZONED BY OTHER JURISDICTIONS  
 
Lands which for reason of law, change in ownership or for any other reason, come under the 
authority of Maricopa County after this Ordinance becomes effective and which have been zoned 
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prior thereto by another jurisdiction having zoning authority, shall retain such zoning until such 
time as soon as practicable thereafter public hearings are held as required by law for the 
expressed purpose of zoning such lands pursuant to this Ordinance. 
 
 
SECTION 405. LOTS DIVIDED BY ZONING DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 
 
Whenever a lot of record existing at the effective date of this Ordinance or any applicable 
subsequent amendment thereto is divided by a zoning district boundary, the regulations 
applicable to the zoning district in which 50% or more of the lot area of such lot is located may 
apply to the entire area of such lot, provided that the greatest distance from said zoning district 
boundary to any lot line of such lot in the zoning district in which less than 50% of its area is 
located shall not exceed 25 feet.  Such distance shall be measured perpendicular to said zoning 
district boundary. 
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SECTION 501. RURAL-190 (Rural Zoning District - 190,000 Square Feet Per 
Dwelling Unit) 

 
ARTICLE 501.1. PURPOSE: The principal purpose of this zoning district is to conserve and 

protect farms and other open land uses, foster orderly growth in rural areas, 
and prevent urban and agricultural land use conflicts.  The primary purpose 
of requiring large minimum lots of not less than 190,000 square feet in 
area is to discourage small lot or residential subdivisions where public 
facilities such as water, sewage disposal, parks and playgrounds, and 
governmental services such as police and fire protection are not available or 
could not reasonably be made available.  Principal uses permitted in this 
zoning district include both farm and non-farm residential uses, farms, and 
recreational and institutional uses. 

 
ARTICLE 501.2. USE REGULATIONS: A building or premises shall be used only for the 

following purposes: 
 
1. One single-family dwelling per lot of record.*5 
 
2. One multi-sectional manufactured home per lot of record with the 

following standards: *12, *20 
 

a. If a permanent foundation wall is not installed, all sides of 
the multi-sectional manufactured home shall extend to meet 
the surrounding ground, or a facade shall be used on all 
sides of the manufactured home that would appear to have 
a foundation wall similar in appearance and kind to those 
used in conventional site built homes. 

 
b. Re-roofing, residing and structural additions shall conform to 

the Maricopa County Comprehensive Building Codes. 
 

3. Churches, including accessory columbariums provided that the 
building area of the columbarium shall not exceed 10% of the 
total building area of the church building(s). *8 

 
4. Farms, as defined in Chapter 2. 
 
5. Group homes for not more than ten persons, subject to the 

following performance criteria: *11, *16 
 



MARICOPA COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE 
 Chapter 5 – Rural Zoning Districts 
 
 

 
Chapter 5 - Page 2 of 15 

 

a.  Dispersal:  No such home shall be located on a lot with a 
property line within 1,320 feet, measured in a straight line 
in any direction, of the lot line of another such group home. 

 
b.  If licensing is required by the State of Arizona, for the use, 

proof of such licensure shall be available to the Department 
of Planning and Development prior to the use being 
established. 

 
6.  Public schools, elementary and high.*19 

 
7. Private and charter schools as long as the following standards are 

met: 
 

a. The lot shall be a minimum of five acres in size or larger. 
 
b. All structures must setback a minimum of 100 feet from all 

property lines and shall be screened from adjacent rural and 
residential zoned properties by a six foot high fence. 

 
c. The lot shall have frontage along a paved road that has 

been accepted as a public right-of-way by the Maricopa 
County Department of Transportation.  

 
d. The site shall include on-site drop-off and pick-up of 

students.  All on-site drop-off and pick-up and other parking 
must be setback at least 50 feet from all property lines, 
excluding ingress and egress, and meet requirements as 
outline in Chapter 11, Section 1102.1.2.1. 

 
e. All other standards of the Zoning District shall apply.  A 

zoning clearance must be obtained prior to construction of 
any school. 

 
If these standards cannot be met, a Special Use Permit may be 
applied for.  
 

8. Public and private forests and wildlife reservations. 
 
9. Service to the public of water, gas, electricity, telephone and cable 

television.  The foregoing shall be deemed to include without 
limitation, distribution, collector and feeder lines, pumping or 
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booster stations along pipelines, and substations along electric 
transmission lines.  Public utility treatment and generating plants, 
offices and attendant facilities to the above uses may be allowed 
with a Special Use Permit.*5, *18 

 
10. Publicly or privately owned or operated fire stations, and publically 

owned or operated police stations and post offices. *4 

 
11. Golf courses including clubhouses located thereon, but not in-

cluding miniature courses or practice driving tees operated for 
commercial purposes. 

 
12. Libraries, museums, parks, playgrounds and community buildings, 

provided such uses are conducted on a nonprofit basis. *1 

 
13. Home occupations, residential, subject to the following: *10 

 
a. The entrepreneur of a home occupation shall reside in the 

dwelling in which the business operates. 
 
b. No one other than the residents of the dwelling shall be 

employed in the conduct of the home occupation. 
 
c. The business shall be conducted entirely within a completely 

enclosed dwelling. 
 
d. The total area used in the conduct of the business shall not 

exceed 15% or 250 square feet of the habitable dwelling 
area, whichever is less. 

 
e. There shall be no signs, advertising, display or other 

indications of the home occupation on the premises. 
 
f. The residential address of the business shall not be listed in 

any business directory or in any advertising. 
 
g. Direct sales of products, from display shelves or racks, is 

prohibited. However, a customer may pick up an order 
previously made by telephone or at a sales meeting. 

 
h. The home occupation shall not interfere with the delivery of 

utilities or other services to the area. 



MARICOPA COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE 
 Chapter 5 – Rural Zoning Districts 
 
 

 
Chapter 5 - Page 4 of 15 

 

 
i. The business shall not generate any noise, vibration, smoke, 

dust, odors, heat, glare, or electrical interference with radio 
or television transmission in the area that would exceed that 
normally produced by a dwelling unit in a zoning district 
used solely for residential purposes. 

 
j. No mechanical equipment or power tools shall be used, 

except that used for normal household purposes. 
 
k. No toxic, explosive, flammable, radioactive, or other similar 

material shall be used, sold, or stored on the site. 
 
l. There shall be no change to the residential appearance of 

the premises, including the creation of separate or exclusive 
business entrance(s). 

 
m. No more than one vehicle used in commerce shall be 

permitted in connection with the home occupation. Said 
vehicle shall be stored in an enclosed garage at all times and 
shall have no more than two axles. 

 
n. The number of clients or students on the premises shall not 

exceed one at any time. 
 
o. No clients or students shall be permitted on the premises for 

business purposes between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 
7:00 a.m. 

 
p. Deliveries from commercial suppliers shall not occur more 

than once a month, shall not restrict traffic circulation, and 
shall occur between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. 

 
q. Any outdoor display or storage of materials, goods, supplies, 

or equipment shall be prohibited. 
 
r. If the home occupation requires that any clients or students 

visit the property, one parking space shall be provided per 
Chapter 11, Section 1102. of this Ordinance. For the purpose 
of providing said parking space, tandem parking is 
permissible. 
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14. Home occupations, cottage industry subject to securing a Special 

Use Permit. **10 
 
15. Roadside stands offering for sale only farm products produced on 

the premises.***10 

 
16. DELETED – Public riding stables and boarding stables.  (See 

Chapter 13, Section 1301.1., Article 1301.1., Item 1301.1.20.  **3 

 
17. Plant nurseries and greenhouses for the propagation, cultivation 

and wholesale distribution of plants produced on the premises, 
provided such uses do not include retail sales.  Open storage is 
limited to plants or packaged fertilizer, and the buildings and 
structures used in connection therewith set back from all lot lines a 
distance of not less than 50 feet. 

 
18. Corrals for the keeping of horses. 

 
19. Fences or freestanding walls not to exceed a height of six feet 

outside of the lot's buildable area, except for entry feature 
structures to a residence, ranch or farm, subject to the following:*24   

 
1. The entry feature shall be over a driveway, and limited to one 

entry feature per parcel; 
 
2. The entry feature shall not contain lighting fixtures. 
 
3. The entry feature shall observe a maximum height of 24’, a 

maximum width of 30’, and the structural support components 
shall be no greater than 3’ in diameter or 3’ square. 

 
4. The entry feature shall observe a minimum opening of 12’ in 

width and 16’ in height; 
 
5. Any signage incorporated into the entry feature shall be a 

maximum of 24 square feet, shall be contained within the 
exterior dimensions of the entry feature, and shall not obstruct 
the minimum opening dimensions prescribed in Article 
501.2.19.4 above. 

 
 



MARICOPA COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE 
 Chapter 5 – Rural Zoning Districts 
 
 

 
Chapter 5 - Page 6 of 15 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Note:  Those utility companies which are regulated by the Arizona Corporation 

Commission may be allowed increased fence heights due to national, state or local 
safety standards.*7 

 
20. Accessory dwelling unit (ADU)/Guest House.*22,*23 

 
a. Only one ADU/guest house shall be permitted where at least 

one, but no more than one, single family residence exists on 
the property.*23 

 
b. An ADU/guest house may not be rented or leased separate 

from the primary structure.*23 
 
c. The addition of an ADU/guest house shall not cause the 

property to exceed the allowed maximum lot coverage.*23 
 
d. New construction of a detached ADU/guest house or 

conversion of an existing detached structure to an 
ADU/guest house shall not encroach into the approved front, 
side, or rear yard setback.  An ADU/guest house shall not be 
allowed in the required rear yard.*23 

16’ min 

12’ min 

30’ max 

24’ max 

3’ 
max



MARICOPA COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE 
 Chapter 5 – Rural Zoning Districts 
 
 

 
Chapter 5 - Page 7 of 15 

 

 
e. An ADU/guest house shall not have a separate address or 

mailbox from the principal dwelling.*23 
 

21. Accessory buildings and uses customarily incidental to the above 
uses, including:*11 

 
a. Private swimming pool along with incidental installations, 

such as pumps and filters, provided the following standards, 
and those in the current County Building Code*21, are met 
and maintained: 

 
1. Such pool and incidental installations are located in 

other than the required front yard. 
 
2. Such pools are set back from all lot lines a distance of 

not less than three feet. 
 
3. All fish ponds and other contained bodies of water, 

either above or below ground level, with the container 
being 18 inches or more in depth and/or wider than 
eight feet at any point measured on the long axis 
shall conform to the location and enclosure 
requirements for swimming pools as provided in the 
current County Building Code.*21 

 
4. Irrigation and storm water retention facilities and the 

water features in public parks and golf courses are 
exempt from the fencing requirements for swimming 
pool barriers as provided in the current County 
Building Code.*21 

 
5. It is the responsibility of the property owner to ensure 

that any pool enclosure fence and its appurtenances 
(e.g., gates, latching devices, locks, etc.) are 
maintained in safe and good working order.  No 
person shall alter or remove any portion of a 
swimming pool enclosure except to repair, reconstruct 
or replace the enclosure in compliance with provisions 
of swimming pool barriers as provided in the current 
County Building Code.*6,*7,*9,*11,*12,*17*21 

 



MARICOPA COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE 
 Chapter 5 – Rural Zoning Districts 
 
 

 
Chapter 5 - Page 8 of 15 

 

b. Private tennis court, provided that such court is not 
constructed within 20 feet of any adjoining property under 
other ownership, and provided that tennis court fences or 
walls shall not exceed 12 feet in height.*2 

 
c. Servant's quarters with kitchen facilities provided that the 

servant's quarters are integral to the primary dwelling unit 
and does not exceed 35% of its area.**11 

 
d. Accessory use lights provided that a permitted accessory use 

exists.  The lights must be located on the property so as not 
to direct or reflect light upon adjoining land, shall not be 
constructed within 20 feet of any adjoining property under 
other ownership, and shall not exceed 20 feet in height. 

 
e. Public equestrian uses accessory to a single-family residence 

limited to the following:*25 
 
1. The boarding of up to five (5) horses and/or other 

equine not owned by the private property owner 
and/or resident.  Documentation of ownership shall be 
maintained when more than five (5) horses and/or 
other equine are kept on the property. 
 

2. Non-commercial public activities (no admission fee shall 
be charged) involving up to a maximum of 24 persons 
(including staff, participants and spectators). 

 
3. All structures shall meet minimum setback 

requirements and the maximum lot coverage 
requirement.  All parcels must meet minimum lot area 
and width requirements. 

 
4. Any public equestrian use that cannot meet these 

conditions will require a Special Use Permit in 
accordance with Article 1301.1.20 of this ordinance. 

 
22. Emergency housing: Temporary shelter required due to a natural 

disaster or fire or other circumstances determined to constitute an 
emergency by the zoning inspector. **11, *15 

 
23. Deleted 07-07-06. (TA2003005) 
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24. Temporary uses may be allowed on any lot in this district as 

authorized in Chapter 13, Section 1302.**11*21 

 
25. Special uses may be allowed on any lot in this district as authorized 

in Chapter 13, Section 1301.**11 
 
26. Temporary model home sales complex - a model home sales 

complex as part of an approved, recorded subdivision provided that 
the following conditions are met: 

 
A. The uses are only associated with the developer/owner and 

subdivision or project in which they are located. Model 
homes must be located on-site. 

 
B. Upon sale of the development, cessation of the need for the 

use (95% buildout), or cessation of the use, all structures, 
modifications to structures and uses related to the model 
home sales complex shall be removed. Cessation of use shall 
been deemed to have occurred if there have been no active 
building permits for a one (1) year period of time.   

 
C. Those uses of structures allowed shall meet all building code 

requirements. 
 
D. All necessary permits must be issued prior to placement on 

the site. 
 
E. Temporary flagpoles of up to 60 feet in height are allowed 

for model home sales complexes. These temporary flagpoles 
must be removed at the cessation of use as outlined in 
501.2.24.b above.  

 
F. If these requirements cannot be met, the request shall be 

processed through the board of adjustment as a temporary 
use permit. 

 
27. Temporary construction office/yard complex – construction yard 

and construction office complex which may include a security office 
or residence for a security guard provided that the following 
conditions are met:  
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A. The uses are only associated with the developer/owner and 
subdivision or project in which they are located.  Off-site 
construction office/yard complexes may be allowed subject 
to approval by the Board of Adjustment. 

 
B. Upon sale of the development, cessation of the need for the 

use (95% buildout), or cessation of the use, all structures, 
modifications to structures and uses related to the 
construction office/yard complex shall be removed.  

 
C. Those uses of structures allowed shall meet all building code 

requirements. 
 
D. All items stored on site shall only be those required for the 

construction on site. 
 
E. The allowed uses may encroach into setback areas.  
 
F. All necessary permits must be issued prior to placement on 

the site. 
 
G. If these requirements cannot be met, the request shall be 

processed through the Board of Adjustment as a Temporary 
Use Permit.*21 

 
ARTICLE 501.3. HEIGHT REGULATIONS: The height of buildings shall not exceed 30 feet 

or two stories. 
 
ARTICLE 501.4. YARD REGULATIONS: The required yards are as follows: 
 

1. Front Yard:  
 

a. There shall be a front yard having a depth of not less than 60 
feet. 

 
b. For through lots, a front yard shall be provided along both 

front lot lines. 
 
c. Yards along each street side of corner lots shall have a width 

equal to not less than one half the depth of the required 
front yard.  Yards along each street side of corner lots shall 
otherwise conform with regulations applicable to front yards. 
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2. Side Yard: There shall be a side yard on each side of a building 

having a width of not less than 30 feet. 
 
3. Rear Yard: There shall be a rear yard having a depth of not less 

than 60 feet. 
   
ARTICLE 501.5. INTENSITY OF USE REGULATIONS: The intensity of use regulations are 

as follows: 
 

1. Lot Area: Each lot shall have a minimum lot area of 190,000 
square feet. 

   
2. Lot Width: Each lot shall have a minimum width of 300 feet. 
 
3. Lot Area Per Dwelling Unit: The minimum lot area per dwelling 

unit shall be 190,000 square feet. 
 
4. Lot Coverage: The maximum lot coverage shall be 5% of the lot 

area. 
 
5. Distance Between Buildings: The minimum distance between 

buildings on the same lot shall be 15 feet. 
 
ARTICLE 501.6. PARKING REGULATIONS: The parking regulations are as provided in 

Chapter 11, Section 1102. hereof. 
 
ARTICLE 501.7. SIGN REGULATIONS: The sign regulations are as provided in Chapter 14, 

Section 1401. hereof. 
 
Date of Revisions 
*1 Revised 1-24-72 **11 Added 2-20-94 
*2 Added 4-07-75 *15 Revised 6-5-96 
**3 Deleted 8-11-75 *16 Effective 5-16-98 
*4 Revised 1-03-77 *17 Effective 8-6-99 
*5 Revised 11-8-82 *18 Effective 11-19-99 
*6 Revised 8-15-83 *19 Effective 11-19-99 
*7 Revised 4-1-85 *20 Deleted 11-19-99 
*8 Revised 4-10-89 *21 Effective 07-07-06 
*9 Revised 1-04-90 *22 Effective 01-19-2007 
*10 Revised 9-12-90 *23 Effective 11-14-2008 
**10 New 9-12-90 *24 Effective 7-17-09 – TA2009008 
**10 Renumbered 9-12-90 *25 Effective 9-18-09 – TA2008006 
*11 Revised 2-20-94   
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SECTION 502.  RURAL–70 (Rural Zoning District - 70,000 Square Feet Per 
Dwelling Unit) 

 
ARTICLE 502.1. PURPOSE: The principal purpose of this zoning district is to conserve and 

protect farms and other open land uses, foster orderly growth in rural 
areas, and prevent urban and agricultural land use conflicts.  The primary 
purpose of requiring large minimum lots of not less than 70,000 square 
feet in area is to discourage small lot or residential subdivisions where 
public facilities such as water, sewage disposal, parks and playgrounds, 
and governmental services such as police and fire protection are not 
available or could not reasonably be made available.  Principal uses 
permitted in this zoning district include both farm and nonfarm residential 
uses, farms and recreational institutional uses. 

 
ARTICLE 502.2. USE REGULATIONS: The use regulations are the same as those in the 

Rural-190 Zoning District. 
 
ARTICLE 502.3. HEIGHT REGULATIONS: The height of buildings shall not exceed 30 feet 

or two stories. 
   
ARTICLE 502.4. YARD REGULATIONS: The required yards are as follows: 
 

1. Front Yard: 
 

a. There shall be a front yard having a depth of not less than 
60 feet. 

 
b. For through lots, a front yard shall be provided along both 

front lot lines. 
 
c. Yards along each street side of corner lots shall have a width 

equal to not less than one half the depth of the required 
front yard.  Yards along each street side of corner lots shall 
otherwise conform with regulations applicable to front yards. 
 

2. Side Yard: There shall be a side yard on each side of a building 
having a width of not less than 30 feet. 

 
3. Rear Yard: There shall be a rear yard having a depth of not less 

than 60 feet. 
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ARTICLE 502.5. INTENSITY OF USE REGULATIONS: The intensity of use regulations are 
as follows: 

 
1. Lot Area: Each lot shall have a minimum lot area of 70,000 

square feet. 
 
2. Lot Width: Each lot shall have a minimum width of 250 feet. 
 
3. Lot Area per Dwelling Unit: This minimum lot area per dwelling 

unit shall be 70,000 square feet. 
 
4. Lot Coverage: The maximum lot coverage shall be 10% of the 

lot area. 
  
5. Distance between Buildings: The minimum distance between 

buildings on the same lot shall be 15 feet. 
 
ARTICLE 502.6. PARKING REGULATIONS: The parking regulations are as provided in 

Chapter 11, Section 1102. hereof. 
  
ARTICLE 502.7. SIGN REGULATIONS: The sign regulations are as provided in Chapter 

14, Section 1401. hereof. 
 

SECTION 503.  RURAL-43 (Rural Zoning District - One Acre Per Dwelling Unit) 
 

ARTICLE 503.1. PURPOSE: The principal purpose of this zoning district is to conserve and 
protect farms and other open land uses, foster orderly growth in rural and 
agricultural areas, and prevent urban and agricultural land use conflicts; 
but when governmental facilities and services, public utilities and street 
access are available, or can reasonably be made available, applications for 
change of this zoning district to any single-family residential zoning district 
will be given favorable consideration.  Principal uses permitted in this 
zoning district include both farm and non-farm residential uses, farms and 
recreational and institutional uses. 

 
ARTICLE 503.2. USE REGULATIONS: The use regulations are the same as those in the 

Rural-190 Zoning District. 
 
ARTICLE 503.3. HEIGHT REGULATIONS: The height of buildings shall not exceed 30 feet 

or two stories. 
 
ARTICLE 503.4. YARD REGULATIONS: The required yards are as follows: 
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1. Front Yard: 
 

a. There shall be a front yard having a depth of not less than 
40 feet. 

 
b. For through lots, a front yard shall be provided along both 

front lot lines. 
 
c. Yards along each street side of corner lots shall have a width 

equal to not less than one half the depth of the required 
front yard.  Yards along each street side of corner lots shall 
otherwise conform with regulations applicable to front yards. 

 
2. Side Yard: There shall be a side yard on each side of a building 

having a width of not less than 30 feet. 
 
3. Rear Yard: There shall be a rear yard having a depth of not less 

than 40 feet. 
 
ARTICLE 503.5. INTENSITY OF USE REGULATIONS: The intensity of use regulations 

are as follows: 
 

1. Lot Area: Each lot shall have a minimum lot area of one acre. 
 
2. Lot Width: Each lot shall have a minimum width of 145 feet. 
 
3. Lot Area per Dwelling Unit: This minimum lot area per dwelling 

unit shall be one acre. 
 
4. Lot Coverage: The maximum lot coverage shall be 15% of the 

lot area. 
 
5. Distance Between Buildings: The minimum distance between 

buildings on the same lot shall be 15 feet. 
 
ARTICLE 503.6. PARKING REGULATIONS: The parking regulations are as provided in 

Chapter 11, Section 1102. hereof. 
 
ARTICLE 503.7. SIGN REGULATIONS: The sign regulations are as provided in Chapter 

14, Section 1401. hereof. 
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SECTION 601. R1-35 (Single-Family Residential Zoning District - 
  35,000 Square Feet Per Dwelling Unit) 
 
ARTICLE 601.1. PURPOSE: The principal purpose of this zoning district is to conserve and 

protect single-family residential development where minimum lots of not 
less than 35,000 square feet in area are suitable and appropriate taking 
into consideration existing conditions, including present use of land, present 
lot sizes, future land use needs, and the availability of public utilities.  
Principal uses permitted in this zoning district include single-family dwellings, 
churches, schools, parks, playgrounds and other community facilities. 

 
ARTICLE 601.2. USE REGULATIONS: A building or premises shall be used only for the 

following purposes: 
 
   1. One single-family dwelling per lot of record.*6 
 
   2. One multi-sectional manufactured home per lot of record. *14,  

    *22 
 
    a. If a permanent foundation wall is not installed, all sides of the 

multi-sectional manufactured home shall extend to meet the 
surrounding ground, or a facade shall be used on all sides of 
the manufactured home that would appear to have a 
foundation wall similar in appearance and kind to those used 
in conventional site built homes. 

 
    b. Re-roofing, residing and structural additions shall conform to 

the Maricopa County Comprehensive Building Codes. 
 
   3. Churches, including accessory columbariums provided that the 

building area of the columbarium shall not exceed 10% of the total 
building area of the church building(s). *9 

     
   4. Group homes for not more than ten persons, subject to the following 

performance criteria: *13, *18 
 
   a. Dispersal:  No such home shall be located on a lot with a 

property line within 1,320 feet, measured in a straight line in 
any direction, of the lot line of another such group home. 

 
   b. If licensing is required by the State of Arizona for the use, 

proof of such licensure shall be available to the Department of 
Planning and Development prior to the use being established. 
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 5. Public schools, elementary and high. *21 
 
  6. Private and charter schools as long as the following standards are 

met: 
 

a. The lot shall be a minimum of five acres in size or larger. 
 

b. All structures must setback a minimum of 100 feet from all 
property lines and shall be screened from adjacent rural and 
residential zoned properties by a six foot high fence. 

 
c. The lot shall have frontage along a paved road that has been 

accepted as a public right-of-way by the Maricopa County 
Department of Transportation. 

 
d. The site shall include on-site drop-off and pick-up of students.  

All on-site drop-off and pick-up and other parking must be 
setback at least 50 feet from all property lines, excluding 
ingress and egress, and meet requirements as outline in 
Chapter 10, Section 10010. 

 
e. All other standards of the Zoning District shall apply.  A zoning 

clearance must be obtained prior to construction of any 
school. 

 
If these standards cannot be met, a Special Use Permit may be 
applied for.  

 
7. Service to the public of water, gas, electricity, telephone and cable 

television.  The foregoing shall be deemed to include without 
limitation, distribution, collector and feeder lines, pumping or booster 
stations along pipelines, and substations along electric transmission 
lines.  Public utility treatment and generation plants, offices and 
attendant facilities to the above uses may be allowed with a Special 
Use Permit. *6, *20 

 
8. Publicly or privately owned or operated fire stations, and publicly 

owned or operated police stations and post offices. *4 
 
  9. Golf courses including clubhouses located thereon, but not including 

miniature courses or practice driving tees operated for commercial 
purposes. 

 



MARICOPA COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE 
 Chapter 6 – Single Family Residential Zoning Districts 
 

Chapter 6  -  Page 3 

  10. Libraries, museums, parks, playgrounds, and community buildings, 
provided such uses are conducted on a nonprofit basis. *2 

 
   11. Home occupations, residential, subject to the following: *11 
 
   a. The entrepreneur of a home occupation shall reside in the 

dwelling in which the business operates. 
 
   b. No one other than the residents of the dwelling shall be 

employed in the conduct of the home occupation. 
 
   c. The business shall be conducted entirely within a completely 

enclosed dwelling. 
 
   d. The total area used in the conduct of the business shall not 

exceed 15% or 250 square feet of the habitable dwelling 
area, whichever is less. 

 
   e. There shall be no signs, advertising, display or other 

indications of the home occupation on the premises. 
 
   f. The residential address of the business shall not be listed in 

any business directory or in any advertising. 
 
   g. Direct sales of products from display shelves or racks is 

prohibited. However, a customer may pick up an order 
previously made by telephone or at a sales meeting. 

 
   h. The home occupation shall not interfere with the delivery of 

utilities or other services to the area. 
 
   i. The business shall not generate any noise, vibration, smoke, 

dust, odors, heat, glare, or electrical interference with radio or 
television transmission in the area that would exceed that 
normally produced by a dwelling unit in a zoning district used 
solely for residential purposes. 

 
   j. No mechanical equipment or power tools shall be used except 

that used for normal household purposes. 
 
   k. No toxic, explosive, flammable, radioactive, or other similar 

material shall be used, sold, or stored on the site. 
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   l. There shall be no change to the residential appearance of the 
premises, including the creation of separate or exclusive 
business entrance(s). 

 
   m. No more than one vehicle used in commerce shall be 

permitted in connection with the home occupation. Said 
vehicle shall be stored in an enclosed garage at all times and 
shall have no more than two axles. 

 
   n. The number of clients or students on the premises shall not 

exceed one at any time. 
 
   o. No clients or students shall be permitted on the premises for 

business purposes between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 
7:00 a.m. 

 
   p. Deliveries from commercial suppliers shall not occur more than 

once a month, shall not restrict traffic circulation and shall 
occur between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through 
Friday. 

 
   q. Any outdoor display or storage of materials, goods, supplies, 

or equipment shall be prohibited. 
 
   r. If the home occupation requires that any clients or students 

visit the property, one parking space shall be provided per 
Chapter 11, Section 1102. of this Ordinance. For the purpose 
of providing said parking space, tandem parking is 
permissible. 

 
  12. Fences or freestanding walls not to exceed a height of three feet 

six inches in any required front yard, and not to exceed a height of 
six feet in required side or rear yards on the lot, except that when a 
corner lot abuts a key lot, the fence or freestanding wall over three 
feet six inches, but not more than six feet in height on the corner 
lot, shall set back from the street side property line not less than half 
the depth of the required front yard.  Note:  Those utility companies 
which are regulated by the Arizona Corporation Commission may be 
allowed increased fence heights due to national, state or local 
standards. *5, *6, *8 

 
13. Accessory dwelling unit (ADU)/guest house.*24 
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a. Only one ADU/guest house shall be permitted where at least 
one, but no more than one, single-family residence exists on 
the property.*24 

 
b. An ADU/guest house may not be rented or leased separate 

from the primary structure.*24 
 
c. The addition of an ADU/guest house shall not cause the 

property to exceed the allowed maximum lot coverage.*24 
 
d. New construction of a detached ADU/guest house or 

conversion of an existing detached structure to an ADU/guest 
house shall not encroach into the approved front, side, or rear 
yard setback.  An ADU/guest house shall not be allowed in the 
required rear yard.*24 

 
e. An ADU/guest house shall not have a separate address or 

mailbox from the principal dwelling.*24 
 
14. Accessory buildings and uses customarily incidental to the above 

uses, including: 
 
   a. Corrals for the keeping of horses, provided such corrals are 

located in the rear yard, set back from all lot lines a distance 
of not less than 40 feet and contain at least 1,200 square 
feet of area for each horse kept therein.  The keeping of 
horses on properties located in residential zoning districts in 
other than permitted corral areas is prohibited. 

 
   b. Private swimming pool along with incidental installations, such 

as pumps and filters, provided the following standards, and 
those in the current County Building Code, are met and 
maintained:*23 

 
     1. Such pool and incidental installations are located in 

other than the required front yard. 
 
     2. Such pools are set back from all lot lines a distance of 

not less than three feet. 
 

 3. All fish ponds and other contained bodies of water, 
either above or below ground level, with the container 
being 18 inches or more in depth and/or wider than 
eight feet at any point measured on the long axis 
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shall conform to the location and enclosure 
requirements for swimming pools as provided in the 
current County Building Code.*23 

 
     4. Irrigation and storm water retention facilities and the 

water features in public parks and golf courses are 
exempt from the fencing requirements for swimming 
pools as provided in the current County Building Code. 
*23 

 
5. It is the responsibility of the property owner to ensure 

that any pool enclosure fence and its appurtenances 
(e.g., gates, latching devices, locks, etc.) are 
maintained in safe and good working order.  No person 
shall alter or remove any portion of a swimming pool 
enclosure except to repair, reconstruct or replace the 
enclosure in compliance with provisions of swimming 
pool barriers as provided in the current County Building 
Code. *6, *7, *9, *11, *12, *19 *23 
 

    c. Private tennis court, provided that such court is not 
constructed within 20 feet of any adjoining property under 
other ownership, and provided that tennis court fences or 
walls shall not exceed 12 feet in height. *3, *13 

 
   d. Servant's quarters with kitchen facilities provided that the 

servant's quarters are integral to the primary dwelling unit and 
does not exceed 35% of its area. **13 

 
    e. Accessory use lights provided that a permitted accessory use 

exists. The lights must be located on the property so as not to 
direct or reflect light upon adjoining land, shall not be 
constructed within 20 feet of any adjoining property under 
other ownership, and shall not exceed 20 feet in height. **13 

 
  15. Emergency housing: Temporary shelter required due to a natural 

disaster or fire or other circumstances determined to constitute an 
emergency by the zoning inspector. **13, *17 

 
  16. Deleted 07-07-2006 (TA2003005) 
 

17. Temporary uses may be allowed on any lot in this district as 
authorized in Chapter 13, Section 1302. **13 
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18. Special uses may be allowed on any lot in the district as authorized in 
Chapter 13, Section 1301. **13 

 
19. Model home sales complex - A model home sales complex as part of 

an approved, recorded subdivision provided that the following 
conditions are met: 

 
A. The uses are only associated with the developer/owner and 

subdivision or project in which they are located. model homes 
must be located on site. 

 
B. Upon sale of the development, cessation of the need for the 

use (95% buildout), or cessation of the use, all structures, 
modifications to structures and uses related to the model 
home sales complex shall be removed.  

 
C. Those uses of structures allowed shall meet all building code 

requirements. 
 
D. All necessary permits must be issued prior to placement on 

the site. 
 
E. Temporary flagpoles of up to 60 feet in height are allowed for 

model home sales complexes.  These temporary flagpoles 
must be removed at the cessation of use as outlined in 
601.2.17.b above.  

 
F. If these requirements cannot be met, the request shall be 

processed through the Board of Adjustment as a Temporary 
Use Permit. 

 
20. Temporary construction office/yard complex – construction yard and 

construction office complex which may include a security office or 
residence for a security guard provided that the following conditions 
are met:  
 
A. The uses are only associated with the developer/owner and 

subdivision or project in which they are located.  Off-site 
construction office/yard complexes may be allowed subject to 
approval by the Board of Adjustment. 

 
B. Upon sale of the development, cessation of the need for the 

use (95% buildout), or cessation of the use, all structures, 
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modifications to structures and uses related to the 
construction office/yard complex shall be removed.  

 
C. Those uses of structures allowed shall meet all building code 

requirements. 
 
D. All items stored on site shall only be those required for the 

construction on site. 
 
E. The allowed uses may encroach into setback areas.  

 
F. All necessary permits must be issued prior to placement on 

the site. 
 

G. If these requirements cannot be met, the request shall be 
processed through the Board of Adjustment as a Temporary 
Use Permit.*23 

  
ARTICLE 601.3. HEIGHT REGULATIONS: The height of buildings shall not exceed 30 feet 

or two stories. 
 
ARTICLE 601.4. YARD REGULATIONS: The required yards are as follows: 
 
   1. Front Yard: 
 
    a. There shall be a front yard having a depth of not less than 40 

feet. 
 
    b. For through lots, a front yard shall be provided along both 

front lot lines. 
 
    c. Yards along each street side of corner lots shall have a width 

equal to not less than half the depth of the required front 
yard.  Yards along each street side of corner lots shall 
otherwise conform with regulations applicable to front yards. 

 
   2 Side Yard: There shall be a side yard on each side of a building 

having a width of not less than 20 feet. 
 
   3. Rear Yard: There shall be a rear yard having a depth of not less 

than 40 feet. 
 
ARTICLE 601.5. INTENSITY OF USE REGULATIONS: The intensity of use regulations are 

as follows: 
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   1. Lot Area: Each lot shall have a minimum lot area of 35,000 square 

feet. 
 
   2. Lot Width: Each lot shall have a minimum width of 145 feet. *1 
 
   3. Lot Area Per Dwelling Unit: The minimum lot area per dwelling 

unit shall be 35,000 square feet. 
 
   4. Lot Coverage: The maximum lot coverage shall be 20% of the lot 

area. 
 
   5. Distance Between Buildings: The minimum distance between 

buildings on the same lot shall be 15 feet. 
 
ARTICLE 601.6. PARKING REGULATIONS: The parking regulations are as provided in 

Chapter 11, Section 1102.  hereof. 
   
ARTICLE 601.7. SIGN REGULATIONS: The sign regulations are as provided in Chapter 14, 

Section 1402. hereof. 
 
 
 
Date of Revisions 

*1   Revised 10-13-70 *13  Revised 2-20-94 
*2  Revised 1-24-72 **13  Added 2-20-94 
*3  Added 4-7-75  *14  Added 7-23-94 
*4   Revised 1-3-77 *17  Revised 6-5-96 
*5  Revised 6-6-77  *18  Effective 5-16-98 
*6   Revised 11-8-82  *19  Effective 8-6-99 
*7   Revised 8-15-83  *20  Effective 11-19-99 
 *8  Revised 4-1-85  *21  Effective 11-19-99 
 *9  Revised 4-10-89  *22  Deleted 11-19-99 
 *11  Revised 9-12-90 *23 Effective 07-07-06 
 *12  Revised 7-5-91 *24 Effective 11-14-2008 

 
 
 
 
 
SECTION 602. R1-18 (Single-Family Residential Zoning District - 
  18,000 Square Feet Per Dwelling Unit) 
 



MARICOPA COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE 
 Chapter 6 – Single Family Residential Zoning Districts 
 

Chapter 6  -  Page 10 

ARTICLE 602.1. PURPOSE: The principal purpose of this zoning district is to conserve and 
protect single-family residential development where minimum lots of not 
less than 18,000 square feet in area are suitable and appropriate taking 
into consideration existing conditions, including present use of land, present 
lot sizes, future land use needs and the availability of public utilities.  
Principal uses permitted in this zoning district include single-family dwellings, 
churches, schools, parks and playgrounds and other community facilities. 

 
ARTICLE 602.2. USE REGULATIONS: The use regulations are the same as those in the 

R1-35 Zoning District. 
 
ARTICLE 602.3. HEIGHT REGULATIONS: The height of buildings shall not exceed 30 feet 

or two stories. 
 
ARTICLE 602.4. YARD REGULATIONS: The required yards are as follows: 
 
   1. Front Yard: 
 
    a. There shall be a front yard having a depth of not less than 30 

feet. 
 
    b. For through lots, a front yard shall be provided along both 

front lot lines. 
 
    c. Yards along each street side of corner lots shall have a width 

equal to not less than half the depth of the required front 
yard.  Yards along each street side of corner lots shall 
otherwise conform with regulations applicable to front yards. 

 
   2. Side Yard: There shall be a side yard on each side of a building 

having a width of not less than ten feet. 
 
   3. Rear Yard: There shall be a rear yard having a depth of not less 

than 30 feet. 
 
ARTICLE 602.5. INTENSITY OF USE REGULATIONS: The intensity of use regulations are 

as follows: 
 
   1. Lot Area: Each lot shall have a minimum lot area of 18,000 square 

feet. 
 
   2. Lot Width: Each lot shall have a minimum width of 120 feet. 
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   3. Lot Area Per Dwelling Unit: This minimum lot area per dwelling 
unit shall be 18,000 square feet. 

 
  4. Lot Coverage: The maximum lot coverage shall be 25% of the lot 

area. 
 
  5. Distance Between Buildings: The minimum distance between 

buildings on the same lot shall be 15 feet. 
 
ARTICLE 602.6. PARKING REGULATIONS: The parking regulations are as provided in 

Chapter 11, Section 1102. hereof. 
 
ARTICLE 602.7. SIGN REGULATIONS: The sign regulations are as provided in Chapter 14, 

Section 1402. hereof. 
   

SECTION 603. R1-10 (Single-Family Residential Zoning District  
 10,000 Square Feet Per Dwelling Unit) 

 
ARTICLE 603.1. PURPOSE: The principal purpose of this zoning district is to conserve and 

protect single-family residential development where minimum lots of not 
less than 10,000 square feet in area are suitable and appropriate taking 
into consideration existing conditions, including present use of land, present 
lot sizes, future land use needs and the availability of public utilities.  
Principal uses permitted in this zoning district include single-family dwellings, 
churches, schools, parks and playgrounds and other community facilities. 

 
ARTICLE 603.2. USE REGULATIONS: The use regulations are the same as those in the 

R1-35 Zoning District. 
 
ARTICLE 603.3. HEIGHT REGULATIONS: The height of buildings shall not exceed 30 feet 

or two stories. 
 
ARTICLE 603.4. YARD REGULATIONS: The required yards are as follows: 
 
   1. Front Yard: 
 
    a. There shall be a front yard having a depth of not less than 20 

feet. 
 
    b. For through lots, a front yard shall be provided along both 

front lot lines. 
 
    c. Yards along each street side of corner lots shall have a width 

equal to not less than half the depth of the required front 
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yard.  Yards along each street side of corner lots shall 
otherwise conform with regulations applicable to front yards. 

 
   2. Side Yard: There shall be a side yard on each side of a building 

having a width of not less than seven feet. 
 
   3. Rear Yard: There shall be a rear yard having a depth of not less 

than 25 feet. 
 
ARTICLE 603.5. INTENSITY OF USE REGULATIONS: The intensity of use regulations are 

as follows: 
 
   1. Lot Area: Each lot shall have a minimum lot area of 10,000 square 

feet. 
 
   2. Lot Width: Each lot shall have a minimum width of 80 feet. 
 
   3. Lot Area Per Dwelling Unit: This minimum lot area per dwelling 

unit shall be 10,000 square feet. 
 
  4. Lot Coverage: The maximum lot coverage shall be 30% of the lot 

area. 
 
  5. Distance Between Buildings: The minimum distance between 

buildings on the same lot shall be 15 feet. 
 
ARTICLE 603.6. PARKING REGULATIONS: The parking regulations are as provided in 

Chapter 11, Section 1102. hereof. 
 
ARTICLE 603.7. SIGN REGULATIONS: The sign regulations are as provided in Chapter 14, 

Section 1402. hereof. 
 
Date of Revisions 

*1 Revised 11-7-83   
 
 
SECTION 604. R1-8 (Single-Family Residential Zoning District - 
  8,000 Square Feet Per Dwelling Unit) 
 
ARTICLE 604.1. PURPOSE: The principal purpose of this zoning district is to conserve and 

protect single-family residential development where minimum lots of not 
less than 8,000 square feet in area are suitable and appropriate taking 
into consideration existing conditions, including present use of land, present 
lot sizes, future land use needs and the availability of public utilities.  
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Principal uses permitted in this zoning district include single-family dwellings, 
churches, schools, parks and playgrounds and other community facilities. 

 
ARTICLE 604.2. USE REGULATIONS: The use regulations are the same as those in the R1-

35 Zoning District. 
 
ARTICLE 604.3. HEIGHT REGULATIONS: The height of buildings shall not exceed 30 feet 

or two stories. 
 
ARTICLE 604.4. YARD REGULATIONS: The required yards are as follows: 
 
   1. Front Yard: 
 
    a. There shall be a front yard having a depth of not less than 20 

feet. 
 
    b. For through lots, a front yard shall be provided along both 

front lot lines. 
 
    c. Yards along each street side of corner lots shall have a width 

equal to not less than half the depth of the required front 
yard.  Yards along each street side of corner lots shall 
otherwise conform with regulations applicable to front yards. 

 
   2. Side Yard: There shall be a side yard on each side of a building 

having a width of not less than seven feet. 
 
   3. Rear Yard: There shall be a rear yard having a depth of not less 

than 25 feet. 
 
ARTICLE 604.5. INTENSITY OF USE REGULATIONS: The intensity of use regulations are 

as follows: 
 
   1. Lot Area: Each lot shall have a minimum lot area of 8,000 square 

feet. 
 
   2. Lot Width: Each lot shall have a minimum width of 80 feet. 
 
   3. Lot Area Per Dwelling Unit: The minimum lot area per dwelling 

unit shall be 8,000 square feet. 
 
  4. Lot Coverage: The maximum lot coverage shall be 35% of the lot 

area. 
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  5. Distance Between Buildings: The minimum distance between 
buildings on the same lot shall be 15 feet. 

 
ARTICLE 604.6. PARKING REGULATIONS: The parking regulations are as provided in 

Chapter 11, Section 1102. hereof. 
  
ARTICLE 604.7. SIGN REGULATIONS: The sign regulations are as provided in Chapter 14, 

Section 1402. hereof. 
  
SECTION 605. R1-7 (Single-Family Residential Zoning District - 
  7,000 Square Feet Per Dwelling Unit) 
 
ARTICLE 605.1. PURPOSE: The principal purpose of this zoning district is to conserve and 

protect single-family residential development where minimum lots of not 
less than 7,000 square feet in area are suitable and appropriate taking 
into consideration existing conditions, including present use of land, present 
lot sizes, future land use needs and the availability of public utilities.  
Principal uses permitted in this zoning district include single-family dwellings, 
churches, schools, parks and playgrounds and other community facilities. 

  
ARTICLE 605.2. USE REGULATIONS: The use regulations are the same as those in the 

R1-35 Zoning District. 
 
ARTICLE 605.3. HEIGHT REGULATIONS: The height of buildings shall not exceed 30 feet 

or two stories. 
 
ARTICLE 605.4. YARD REGULATIONS: The required yards are as follows: 
 
   1. Front Yard: 
 
    a. There shall be a front yard having a depth of not less than 20 

feet. 
 
    b. For through lots, a front yard shall be provided along both 

front lot lines. 
 
    c. Yards along each street side of corner lots shall have a width 

equal to not less than half the depth of the required front 
yard.  Yards along each street side of corner lots shall 
otherwise conform with regulations applicable to front yards. 

 
   2. Side Yard: There shall be a side yard on each side of a building 

having a width of not less than five feet. 
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   3. Rear Yard: There shall be a rear yard having a depth of not less 
than 25 feet. 

 
ARTICLE 605.5. INTENSITY OF USE REGULATIONS: The intensity of use regulations are 

as follows: 
 
   1. Lot Area: Each lot shall have a minimum lot area of 7,000 square 

feet. 
 
   2. Lot Width: Each lot shall have a minimum width of 70 feet. 
 
   3. Lot Area Per Dwelling Unit: This minimum lot area per dwelling 

unit shall be 7,000 square feet. 
 
   4. Lot Coverage: The maximum lot coverage shall be 35% of the lot 

area. 
 
   5. Distance Between Buildings: The minimum distance between 

buildings on the same lot shall be 15 feet. 
 
ARTICLE 605.6. PARKING REGULATIONS: The parking regulations are as provided in 

Chapter 11, Section 1102. hereof. 
  
ARTICLE 605.7. SIGN REGULATIONS: The sign regulations are as provided in Chapter 14, 

Section 1402. hereof. 
 
Date of Revisions 

*1 Revised 11-3-75   
 
 
 
 
 
SECTION 606. R1-6 (Single-Family Residential Zoning District - 
  6,000 Square Feet Per Dwelling Unit) 
 
ARTICLE 606.1. PURPOSE:   The principal purpose of this zoning district is to conserve and 

protect single-family residential development where minimum lots of not 
less than 6,000 square feet in area are suitable and appropriate taking 
into consideration existing conditions, including present use of land, present 
lot sizes, future land use needs and the availability of public utilities.  
Principal uses permitted in this zoning district include single-family dwellings, 
churches, schools, parks and playgrounds and other community facilities. 
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ARTICLE 606.2. USE REGULATIONS: The use regulations are the same as those in the 
R1-35 Zoning District. 

 
ARTICLE 606.3. HEIGHT REGULATIONS: The height of buildings shall not exceed 30 feet 

or two stories. 
 
ARTICLE 606.4. YARD REGULATIONS: The required yards are as follows: 
 
   1. Front Yard: 
 
    a. There shall be a front yard having a depth of not less than 20 

feet. 
 
    b. For through lots, a front yard shall be provided along both 

front lot lines. 
 
    c. Yards along each street side of corner lots shall have a width 

equal to not less than half the depth of the required front 
yard.  Yards along each street side of corner lots shall 
otherwise conform with regulations applicable to front yards. 

 
   2. Side Yard: There shall be a side yard on each side of a building 

having a width of not less than five feet. 
 
   3. Rear Yard: There shall be a rear yard having a depth of not less 

than 25 feet. 
 
ARTICLE 606.5. INTENSITY OF USE REGULATIONS: The intensity of use regulations are 

as follows: 
 
   1. Lot Area: Each lot shall have a minimum lot area of 6,000 square 

feet. 
 
   2. Lot Width: Each lot shall have a minimum width of 60 feet. 
 
   3. Lot Area Per Dwelling Unit: This minimum lot area per dwelling 

unit shall be 6,000 square feet. 
 
  4. Lot Coverage: The maximum lot coverage shall be 40% of the lot 

area. 
 
  5. Distance Between Buildings: The minimum distance between 

buildings on the same lot shall be ten feet. 
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ARTICLE 606.6. PARKING REGULATIONS: The parking regulations are as provided in 
Chapter 11, Section 1102. hereof. 

  
ARTICLE 606.7. SIGN REGULATIONS: The sign regulations are as provided in Chapter 14, 

Section 1402. hereof. 
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SECTION 701. R-2 (Two-Family Residential Zoning District) 
 
ARTICLE 701.1. PURPOSE: The principal purpose of this zoning district is to provide for 

efficient use of land and facilities by single-family attached or detached 
dwellings and limited multiple-family residential projects taking into 
consideration existing conditions, including present use of land, future land 
use needs and the availability of public utilities.  The minimum lot required is 
6,000 square feet in area and the minimum lot area required for each 
dwelling unit is 4,000 square feet.  Principal uses permitted in this zoning 
district include single-family, two-family, and limited multiple-family 
dwellings and other uses permitted in the single-family residential zoning 
district. 

 
ARTICLE 701.2. USE REGULATIONS: A building or premises shall be used only for the 

following purposes: 
 
   1. Any use permitted in the R1-35 Zoning District, subject to all the 

regulations specified in the use regulations for such R1-35 Zoning 
District. 

 
   2. Two-family and multiple-family dwellings. *4 
 
   3. Accessory buildings and uses customarily incidental to the above 

uses, including: 
 
   a. Private tennis courts provided that such courts are not 

constructed within 20 feet of any adjoining property not 
internal to the multiple-family development and provided that 
tennis court fences or walls shall not exceed 12 feet in height 
and further provided that any lights for the tennis courts shall 
be subject to a use permit and shall be placed so as to not 
direct or reflect light upon adjoining land, and subject lights 
shall be in conformance with standards in Chapter 11, Section 
1112. (Outdoor Light Control Provisions) herein.  More than 
one tennis court is permitted so long as the primary use of 
the property is residential and so long as the court or courts 
are accessory to the residential use and maintained exclusively 
for the use of residents of the parcel on which it is located. 

 
   b. Private swimming pools along with incidental installations, 

such as pumps and filters, provided such pools and incidental 
installations are located in other than the required front yard 
and provided such pools are set back from all lot lines a 
distance of not less than three feet.  Pools and spas must 



MARICOPA COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE 
 Chapter 7 – Multiple Family Residential Zoning Districts
 

Chapter 7  -  Page 2 

meet all barrier requirements as provided in the current 
U.B.C.*3

  

 
ARTICLE 701.3. HEIGHT REGULATIONS: The height of buildings shall not exceed 30 feet 

or two stories. 
  
ARTICLE 701.4. YARD REGULATIONS: The required yards are as follows: 
 
   1. Front Yard: 
 
    a. There shall be a front yard having a depth of not less than 20 

feet. 
 
    b. For through lots, a front yard shall be provided along both 

front lot lines. 
 
    c. Yards along each street side of corner lots shall have a width 

equal to not less than half the depth of the required front 
yard.  Yards along each street side of corner lots shall 
otherwise conform with regulations applicable to front yards. 

 
   2. Side Yard: There shall be a side yard on each side of a building 

having a width of not less than five feet. 
 
   3. Rear Yard: There shall be a rear yard having a depth of not less 

than 25 feet. 
 
ARTICLE 701.5. INTENSITY OF USE REGULATIONS: The intensity of use regulations are 

as follows: 
 
   1. Lot Area: Each lot shall have a minimum lot area of 6,000 square 

feet. 
 
   2. Lot Width: Each lot shall have a minimum width of 60 feet. 
 
   3. Lot Area Per Dwelling Unit: This minimum lot area per dwelling 

unit shall be 4,000 square feet. 
 
   4. Lot Coverage: The maximum lot coverage shall be 50% of the lot 

area. 
 
   5. Distance Between Buildings: The minimum distance between 

buildings on the same lot shall be ten feet. 
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ARTICLE 701.6. PARKING REGULATIONS: The parking regulations are as provided in 
Chapter 11, Section 1102. hereof. 

 
ARTICLE 701.7. SIGN REGULATIONS: The sign regulations are as provided in Chapter 14, 

Section 1403. hereof. 
 
ARTICLE 701.8. OUTDOOR LIGHTING: Any outdoor lighting used shall conform to the 

standards as provided in Chapter 11, Section 1112. hereof. 
 
ARTICLE 701.9. ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS: *4 
 

1. All two-family or multi-family residential development in the R-2 
Zoning District shall be subject to a plan of development approval 
as set forth in the provisions or this Ordinance.  

 
2. Two-family or multi-family uses, which were developed prior to 

September 22, 2008 shall be exempt from the Plan of Development 
process; provided, however, that in the event all two-family or multi-
family structures located on the property are removed or destroyed in 
excess of 75% of value, the property shall, without regard to the 
original date of development, require a Plan of Development. *5 

 

Date of Revisions 
*1 Revised 2-4-85  *3  Effective 8-6-99 
*2 Revised 4-1-85 *4 Effective 9-22-08 
*5 Effective 12-17-08   

 
 
 
 
  

SECTION 702. R-3 (Multiple-Family Residential Zoning District), 
   R-4 (Multiple-Family Residential Zoning District) & 
   R-5 (Multiple-Family Residential Zoning District)*2 
 
ARTICLE 702.1. Purpose: The principal purpose of these zoning districts are to provide for 

multiple-family residential developments in locations which are suitable and 
appropriate taking into consideration existing conditions, including present 
use of land, future land use needs, and the availability of public utilities.  
The minimum lot area required for each dwelling unit in each of the districts 
is as follows:  3,000 square feet for R-3; 2,000 square feet for R-4; 
and 1,000 square feet for R-5.  Principal uses permitted in these zoning 
districts include two-family dwellings, multiple-family dwellings and the uses 
permitted in the single-family residential zoning district. 
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ARTICLE 702.2. Use Regulations: A building or premises shall be used only for the 

following purposes: 
 
   1. Any use permitted in the R-2 Zoning District, subject to all the 

regulations specified in the use regulations for such R-2 Zoning 
District unless the use is otherwise regulated in this Section. 

 
   2. Two-family dwellings 
 
   3. Multiple-family dwellings 
 
   4. Group homes for not more than ten persons subject to the 

following performance criteria: *4 *5 
 

   a. If licensing is required by the State of Arizona for the use, 
proof of such licensure shall be available to the Department of 
Planning and Development prior to the use being established. 

 
  5. Accessory buildings and uses customarily incidental to the above uses 

including: 
 
    a. Private tennis courts provided that such courts are not 

constructed within 20 feet of any adjoining property under 
other ownership and provided that tennis court fences or walls 
shall not exceed 12 feet in height and further provided that 
any lights for the tennis courts shall be subject to a use permit 
and shall be placed so as to not direct or reflect light upon 
adjoining land, and subject lights shall be in conformance with 
standards in Chapter 11, Section 1112. (Outdoor Light Control 
Provisions) herein.  More than one tennis court is permitted 
so long as the primary use of the property is residential and so 
long as the court or courts are accessory to the residential use 
and maintained exclusively for the use of residents of the 
parcel on which it is located. *1  

 
   b. Private swimming pools along with incidental installations, 

such as pumps and filters, provided such pools and incidental 
installations are located in other than the required front yard 
and provided such pools are set back from all lot lines a 
distance of not less than three feet.  Pools and spas must 
meet all barrier requirements as provided in the current U.B.C. 
*6 
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ARTICLE 702.3. HEIGHT REGULATIONS:  The height of buildings shall not exceed 40 
feet or three stories. 

 
ARTICLE 702.4. YARD REGULATIONS: The required yards are as follows: 
 
   1. Front Yard: 
 
    a. There shall be a front yard having a depth of not less than 20 

feet. 
 
    b. For through lots, a front yard shall be provided along both 

front lot lines. 
 
    c. Yards along each street side of corner lots shall have a width 

equal to not less than half the depth of the required front 
yard.  Yards along each street side of corner lots shall 
otherwise conform with regulations applicable to front yards. 

 
   2. Side Yard: There shall be a side yard on each side of a building 

having a width of not less than five feet. 
 
   3. Rear Yard: There shall be a rear yard having a depth of not less 

than 25 feet. 
  
ARTICLE 702.5. INTENSITY OF USE REGULATIONS: The intensity of use regulations are 

as follows: 
 
   1. Lot Area: Each lot shall have a minimum lot area of 6,000 square 

feet. 
 
   2. Lot Width: Each lot shall have a minimum width of 60 feet. 
 
   3. Lot Area Per Dwelling Unit: The minimum lot areas per dwelling 

unit shall be as follows: 
 
    a. R-3 Zoning District - 3,000 square feet per dwelling unit 
 
    b. R-4 Zoning District - 2,000 square feet per dwelling unit 
 
    c. R-5 Zoning District - 1,000 square feet per dwelling unit 
 
   4. Lot Coverage: The maximum lot coverage shall be 50% of the lot 

area. 
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   5. Distance Between Buildings: The minimum distance between 
buildings on the same lot shall be ten feet. 

 
ARTICLE 702.6. PARKING REGULATIONS: The parking regulations are as provided in 

Chapter 11, Section 1102. hereof. 
 
ARTICLE 702.7. SIGN REGULATIONS: The sign regulations are as provided in Chapter 14, 

Section 1403. hereof. 
 
ARTICLE 702.8. ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS: *7 
 

1. All multi-family or two-family residential development in the R-3, R-
4, or R-5 Zoning Districts shall be subject to a plan of development 
approval as set forth in the provisions of this Ordinance.   

 
2. Two-family or multi-family uses, which were developed prior to 

September 22, 2008 shall be exempt from the Plan of Development 
process; provided, however, that in the event all two-family or multi-
family structures located on the property are removed or destroyed in 
excess of 75% of value, the property shall, without regard to the 
original date of development, require a Plan of Development.*8 

 
Date of Revisions   
*1  Revised 4-1-85 *5  Revised 1-20-94 
*2  Revised 4-7-86  Effective 1-1-88 *6  Effective 8-6-99 
*4  Added 4-15-93 *7 Effective 9-22-08 
*8 Effective 12-17-08   
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SECTION 801. C-S (Planned Shopping Center Zoning District) 
 
ARTICLE 801.1. PURPOSE: The principal purpose of this zoning district is to provide for well 

designed and attractive retail shopping facilities on sites not less than five 
(5) acres in size and in appropriate locations to serve adjacent and nearby 
residential neighborhoods.  Permitted uses in this zoning district include the 
retail sale of merchandise and services customarily considered as shopping 
center uses. 

 
ARTICLE 801.2. USE REGULATIONS: A building or premises shall be used for the following 

purposes: 
 
   1. Retail sale of merchandise, services, recreational and otherwise, 

parking area and other facilities customarily considered as shopping 
center uses. 

 
  2. Uses permitted on the shopping center site, according to the rural or 

residential zoning district regulations in effect prior to the 
establishment of the C-S Zoning District on said site, as the only 
alternative in the event that the C-S Zoning District is not used for 
the purpose for which it was specifically intended; namely, a 
shopping center. 

 
  3. Emergency housing - Temporary shelter required due to a natural 

disaster or fire or other circumstances determined to constitute an 
emergency by the zoning inspector. **5, *6   

 
  4. Deleted 07-07-06 (TA2003005) 
 
  5. Temporary uses may be allowed on any lot in this district as 

authorized in Chapter 13, Section 1302. **5 
 
  6. Special uses may be allowed on any lot in this district as authorized in 

Chapter 13, Section 1301. **5 

 
7. Temporary construction office/yard complex – construction yard and 

construction office complex which may include a security office or 
residence for a security guard provided that the following conditions 
are met:  
 
A. The uses are only associated with the developer/owner and 

subdivision or project in which they are located.  Off-site 
construction office/yard complexes may be allowed subject to 
approval by the Board of Adjustment. 
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B. Upon sale of the development, cessation of the need for the 

use (95% buildout), or cessation of the use, all structures, 
modifications to structures and uses related to the 
construction office/yard complex shall be removed.  

 
C. Those uses of structures allowed shall meet all building code 

requirements. 
 
D. All items stored on site shall only be those required for the 

construction on site. 
 
E. The allowed uses may encroach into setback areas.  
 
F. All necessary permits must be issued prior to placement on 

the site. 
 
G. If these requirements cannot be met, the request shall be 

processed through the Board of Adjustment as a Temporary 
Use Permit.*8 

 
ARTICLE 801.3. HEIGHT REGULATIONS: The height of buildings shall not exceed 40 feet 

or three stories. 
 
ARTICLE 801.4. YARD REGULATIONS: The buildings shall set back from all lot lines 

bounding the shopping center site or in the absence of lot lines, the 
boundaries delineating the shopping center site, a distance of not less than 
50 feet. 

 
ARTICLE 801.5. INTENSITY OF USE REGULATIONS: The maximum lot coverage shall be 

25% of the area in the shopping center site. 
 
ARTICLE 801.6. PARKING REGULATIONS: The parking regulations are as provided in 

Chapter 11, Section 1102. hereof.*4  
 
ARTICLE 801.7. SIGN REGULATIONS: A comprehensive sign package shall be approved 

that conforms to the sign regulations as provided in Chapter 14, Section 
1404 and 1406 thereof.  The comprehensive sign package should include, 
but is not limited to, letter and logo sizes, letter style, colors, texture, 
lighting methods, sign type, and architectural features.  The comprehensive 
sign package shall be reviewed concurrently with the precise plan of 
development.*8 
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ARTICLE 801.8. LOADING AND UNLOADING REGULATIONS: The loading and 
unloading regulations are as provided in Chapter 11, Section 1103.  hereof. 

 
ARTICLE 801.9. ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS: The additional regulations are as follows: 
 
   1. The shopping center buildings shall be designed and built as a whole, 

unified, and single project. 
 
   2. Any part of the shopping center site not used for buildings or other 

structures, loading and access ways, or pedestrian walks shall be 
landscaped with grass, trees or shrubs. 

 
   3. Any outdoor lighting shall be in conformance with provisions in 

Chapter 11, Section 1112. hereof.  Any outdoor lighting shall be 
placed so as to reflect light away from any adjoining rural or 
residential zoning district.*1 

 
  4. Walls and screening: 
 
   a. A solid wall, not less than six feet in height, shall be required 

along and adjacent to any side or rear property line abutting 
any rural or residential zone boundary, or any alley abutting 
such zone boundary at the time of development of the 
commercial property.  Further, any access gates in said solid 
wall shall be constructed of view-obscuring material to provide 
effective site screening. **2 

 
    b. The perimeter of any portion of a site not adjacent to a rural 

or residential zone boundary upon which any outdoor use of a 
commercial nature is permitted shall be enclosed to a height 
of not less than six feet by building walls, walls or fences of 
any view-obscuring material.  No outdoor commercial use or 
enclosure thereof shall encroach into any required setback 
area adjacent to any street, nor shall any storage products or 
materials exceed the height of any such enclosure. 

 
5.   In any multi-phase commercial project, all areas of a parcel which 

have been graded or the surface disturbed in any way, and which are 
not currently under development shall be revegetated or surfaced to 
minimize wind-blown dust by a plan approved by the Department of 
Planning and Development.*5 

 

6. The shopping center site and the buildings and appurtenant 
facilities shall be in a single ownership, or under management or 
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supervision of a central authority; or under management or 
supervision of a central authority; or they shall be subject to other 
supervisory lease or ownership control as may be necessary to 
carry out the purpose of regulations relating to the C-S Zoning 
District. 

 
7. All commercial development shall be subject to a plan of 

development approval as set forth in the provisions of this 
Ordinance. *9 

 
8. Commercial uses which were developed prior to September 22, 2008 

shall be exempt from the Plan of Development process; provided, 
however, that in the event all commercial structures on the property 
are removed or destroyed  in excess of 75% of value, the property 
shall, without regard to the original date of development, require a 
Plan of Development.*10 

  
ARTICLE 801.10. DELETED WITH TA2007016 EFFECTIVE 9-19-08 
    
ARTICLE 801.11. DELETED WITH TA2007016 EFFECTIVE 9-19-08 
 
Date of Revisions 

*1   Revised 4-2-84 *6  Revised 6-5-96 
**2  Added 10-15-84 *7  Effective 5-16-98 
*4   Revised 4-3-91 *8  Effective 9-21-07  
*5  Revised 2-20-94 *9 Effective 9-22-08 
**5  Added 2-20-94 *10 Effective 12-17-08 

 
 
 
 
 
 
SECTION 802. C-O (Commercial Office Zoning District) *1 
 
ARTICLE 802.1. PURPOSE: The principal purpose of this zoning district is to provide for well 

designed and attractive business and professional office facilities on sites in 
appropriate locations.  This zoning district would constitute a transition 
between other commercial land uses and residential neighborhoods.  
Principal uses in this zoning district include professional, semi-professional 
and business office uses. 

 
ARTICLE 802.2. USE REGULATIONS: A building or premise shall be used only for the 

following purposes: 
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   1. Any business office in which chattels or goods, wares or merchandise 

are not commercially created, repaired, sold or exchanged. 
 
   2. Offices for accountant, architect, chiropodist, chiropractor, dentist, 

engineer, lawyer, minister, naturopath, osteopath, physician, 
surgeon, surveyor, optometrist, geologist, insurance broker, public 
stenographer, real estate broker, stock broker, advertising agency, 
talent agency, private employment agency, labor union, marriage 
counselor, private detective, telephone message service, professional 
membership organization, business association, collection agency and 
other similar professional and semi-professional work. 

 
   3. Banks, building and loan associations, savings and loan associations, 

title insurance companies, trust companies, credit unions, finance 
companies and investment companies. 

 
   4. Studios for photography, fine or commercial arts or other professional 

work. 
 
   5. Medical and clinical laboratories. 
 
   6. Post office. 
 

7. Pharmacy, when in conjunction with a medical center consisting of 
offices occupied by five or more doctors provided that there shall 
be no outside entrance for business purposes, and that no sign or 
display be located so as to be visible from a public thoroughfare or 
adjacent property. 

 
8. Service to the public of water, gas, electricity, telephone and cable 

television and sewage including wastewater treatment plants.  The 
foregoing shall be deemed to include attendant facilities and 
appurtenances to these uses, including without limitation, 
distribution, collector and feeder lines, pumping or booster stations 
along pipelines, and substations along electric transmission lines. *6  

 
   9. Emergency housing - Temporary shelter required due to a natural 

disaster or fire or other circumstances determined to constitute an 
emergency by the zoning inspector.*4, *5 

 
   10. Deleted 07-07-2006 (TA2003005) 
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   11. Temporary uses may be allowed on any lot in this district as 
authorized in Chapter 13, Section 1302.*4  

 
  12. Special uses may be allowed on any lot in this district as authorized in 

Chapter 13, Section 1301.*4   
 

13. Temporary construction office/yard complex – construction yard and 
construction office complex which may include a security office or 
residence for a security guard provided that the following conditions 
are met:  
 
A. The uses are only associated with the developer/owner and 

subdivision or project in which they are located.  Off-site 
construction office/yard complexes may be allowed subject to 
approval by the Board of Adjustment. 

 
B. Upon sale of the development, cessation of the need for the 

use (95% buildout), or cessation of the use, all structures, 
modifications to structures and uses related to the 
construction office/yard complex are removed.  

 
C. Those uses of structures allowed shall meet all building code 

requirements. 
 
D. All items stored on site shall only be those required for the 

construction on site. 
 
E. The allowed uses may encroach into setback areas.  
 
F. All necessary permits must be issued prior to placement on 

the site. 
 
G. If these requirements cannot be met, the request shall be 

processed through the Board of Adjustment as a Temporary 
Use Permit.*7 

 
ARTICLE 802.3. HEIGHT REGULATIONS: The height of buildings shall not exceed 30 feet 

or two stories except that within 20 feet of any rural or residential zoning 
district, no building shall exceed 15 feet in height. 

 
ARTICLE 802.4. YARD REGULATIONS: The required yards are as follows: 
 
   1. Front Yard: 
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    a. There shall be a front yard having a depth of not less than 
ten feet. 

 
    b. Where the frontage between two intersecting streets is 

located partly in the C-0 Zoning District and partly in a rural or 
residential zoning district, there shall be a front yard equal to 
the front yard required in the adjoining rural or residential 
zoning district but such yard need not exceed 25 feet in 
depth. 

 
   2. Side Yard: 
 
    a. There shall be a side yard on each side of a building of not 

less than five feet unless otherwise provided herein. 
 
    b. Where the lot is adjacent to a rural or residential zoning 

district, there shall be a side yard on the side of the lot 
adjacent to such rural or residential zoning district having a 
width of not less than ten feet. 

 
c. Where a corner lot abuts a rural or residential zoning district 

whether or not separated by an alley, there shall be a side 
yard on the street side of such corner lot having a width of not 
less than 15 feet. 

 
   3. Rear Yard: 
 
   a. There shall be a rear yard having a depth of not less than five 

feet. 
  
ARTICLE 802.5. INTENSITY OF USE REGULATIONS: The intensity of use regulations are 

as follows: 
 
   1. Lot Area: The minimum lot area shall be 12,000 square feet. 
 
   2. Lot Coverage: The maximum lot coverage shall be 35% of the lot 

area. 
 
   3. Lot Width: Each lot shall have a minimum width of 60 feet. 
 
ARTICLE 802.6. PARKING REGULATIONS: The parking regulations are as provided in 

Chapter 11, Section 1102. hereof. 
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ARTICLE 802.7. SIGN REGULATIONS: The sign regulations are as provided in Chapter 14, 
Section 1404. hereof. 

 
ARTICLE 802.8. LOADING AND UNLOADING REGULATIONS: The loading and 

unloading regulations are as provided in Chapter 11, Section 1103.  hereof. 
 
ARTICLE 802.9. ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS: The additional regulations are as follows: 
 
   1. All refuse collection areas shall be screened from view from all public 

streets. 
 
   2. There shall be a solid fence, wall and suitable planting six feet in 

height where the side or rear lot lines or boundaries of the lot area 
adjacent to a rural or residential zoning district. 

 
    a. A solid wall, not less than six feet in height, shall be required 

along and adjacent to any side or rear property line abutting 
any rural or residential zone boundary, or any alley abutting 
such zone boundary at the time of development of the 
commercial property.  Further, any access gates in said solid 
wall shall be constructed of view-obscuring material to provide 
effective site screening. *3 

 
   b. The perimeter of any portion of a site not adjacent to a rural 

or residential zone boundary upon which any outdoor use of a 
commercial nature is permitted, shall be enclosed to a height 
of not less than six feet in height by building walls, walls or 
fences of any view-obscuring material.  No outdoor 
commercial use or enclosure thereof shall encroach into any 
required setback area adjacent to any street, nor shall any 
storage products or materials exceed the height of any such 
enclosure. 

 
    3. Any outdoor lighting shall be in conformance with provisions in 

Chapter 11, Section 1112. hereof.  Any outdoor lighting shall be 
placed so as to reflect light away from any adjoining rural or 
residential zoning district. *2 

 
4. In any multi-phase commercial project, all areas of a parcel which 

have been graded or the surface disturbed in any way, and which are 
not currently under development shall be revegetated or surfaced to 
minimize wind-blown dust by a plan approved by the Department of 
Planning and Development. *4  
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5. All commercial development shall be subject to a plan of 
development approval as set forth in the provisions of this 
Ordinance. *8 

 
6. Commercial uses which were developed prior to September 22, 2008 

shall be exempt from the Plan of Development process; provided, 
however, that in the event all commercial structures on the property 
are removed or destroyed in excess of 75% of value, the property 
shall, without regard to the original date of development, require a 
Plan of Development.*9 

 
ARTICLE 802.10. LANDSCAPING REGULATIONS:  
 

1. The required front yard of the lot shall be landscaped. 
 
   2. The required side yards shall be landscaped. 
 
   3. Four percent of the gross parking area shall be landscaped with 

grass, trees, shrubs, or natural vegetation. 
 
   4. Any part of the lot not used for buildings, other structures, parking 

and vehicular and pedestrian access shall be landscaped with grass, 
trees, shrubs or natural vegetation. 

 
7. All landscaped areas shall be provided with water bibs or an auto-

matic sprinkler system. 
 

Date of Revisions   
*1 Added 12-12-77 *5  Revised 6-5-96 
*2   Revised 4-2-84  *6  Effective 11-19-99 
*3  Added 10-15-84   *7  Effective 07-07-06 
*4  Added 2-20-94 *8 Effective 9-22-08 
*9 Effective 1-16-09   

 
SECTION 803. C-1 (Neighborhood Commercial Zoning District) *1 
 
ARTICLE 803.1. PURPOSE: The principal purpose of this zoning district is to provide for 

smaller shops and services in convenient locations to meet the daily needs 
of families in the immediate residential neighborhoods.  Principal uses 
permitted in this zoning district include food markets, drugstores and 
personal service shops. 

 
ARTICLE 803.2. USE REGULATIONS:  A building or premises shall be used only for the 

following purposes: 
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   1. Antique shops 
 
   2. Art galleries 
 
   3. Automobile parts and supplies 
 
   4. Bakery shops, including baking on the premises for on-site sales only. 
 
   5. Banks 
 
   6. Barber and beauty shops 
 

    7. Book, stationery and gift shops except adult oriented facilities as 
defined under Chapter 2.*2 

 
   8. Business schools (such as: real estate, secretarial, data processing), 

but not including trade schools. 
 
   9. Candy shops, including manufacturing of candy on the premises for 

on-site sales only. 
 

    10. Churches, including accessory columbariums provided that the 
building area of the columbarium shall not exceed 10% of the total 
building area of the church building(s).*6 

 
   11. Cleaning agencies, laundry agencies, pressing establishments and 

self-service laundries, including self-service dry cleaning machines, 
provided there is no cleaning of clothes on the premises. 

 
   12. Clock and watch repair shops 
 
   13. Clothing and dry good shops, including clothing and costume rental. 
 
   14. Craft and hobby shops, with incidental craft or hobby instruction only. 
 
   15. Day nurseries and nursery schools, including a playground and 

playground equipment which shall be screened from any adjoining 
rural or residential zoning district. 

 
   16. Delicatessen shops 
 
   17. Dress shops 
 
   18. Drugstores and soda fountains 
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   19. Fire stations, publicly or privately owned or operated 
 
   20. Florist shops 
 
   21. Gasoline service stations, provided all incidental repair work is 

conducted wholly within a completely enclosed building and space 
required for such repair work does not constitute more than 60% of 
the floor area. 

 
   22. Grocery stores and meat markets, provided there is no slaughtering 

of animals or poultry on the premises. 
 
   23. Hardware shops 
 
   24. Household appliance shops 
 
   25. Ice cream shops, including manufacturing of ice cream on the 

premises for on-site sales only. 
 
   26. Interior decorator shops 
 
   27. Jewelry shops 
 
   28. Key, locksmith or gun shops 
 
   29. Liquor stores limited to retail sales of package goods for off-site 

consumption. 
 

30. Offices 
 

   31. Photographer's and artist's studios 
 
   32. Precision, optical and musical instrument repair shops 
    
   33. Private schools operated as a commercial enterprise, except trade 

schools. 
 
   34. Public facilities such as libraries, museums, parks, playgrounds, 

community buildings including police stations, post offices and other 
community service buildings used for non-commercial non-profit 
purposes. 

 
   35. Public schools; elementary, high school and college 
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   36. Radio and television shops, including repair 
 
   37. Restaurants and cafes, including drive-through service with no out-

side eating facilities, but not including those having dancing or 
shows, or drive-in car service.  The sale of alcoholic beverages for 
on-site consumption only may be permitted as an accessory use 
subject to the following requirements: 

 
    a. The kitchen facilities in the restaurant shall be no less than 

20% of the floor area. 
 
    b. The floor plan of the restaurant shall be approved by the 

Planning and Development Department.*13 

 
   38. Secretarial or answering services 
 
 39. Service to the public of water, gas, electricity, telephone, cable 

television and sewage including wastewater treatment plants.  The 
foregoing shall be deemed to include attendant facilities and 
appurtenances to these uses, including, without limitation, 
distribution, collector and feeder lines, pumping or booster stations 
along pipelines, and substations along electric transmission lines.*12 

 
   40. Shoe repair shops 
 
   41. Tailor shops 
 
   42. Variety or notion stores 
     

43. Videotape rental stores*8 
 

   44. Accessory buildings and uses customarily incidental to the above 
uses. 

 
  45. Emergency housing - Temporary shelter required due to a natural 

disaster or fire or other circumstances determined to constitute an 
emergency by the zoning inspector. *9, *11 

 
   46. Deleted 07-07-06 (TA2003005) 
 
   47. Temporary uses may be allowed on any lot in this district as 

authorized in Chapter 13, Section 1302. *9 
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   48. Special uses may be allowed on any lot in this district as authorized in 
Chapter 13, Section 1301. *9 

 
49. Temporary construction office/yard complex – construction yard and 

construction office complex which may include a security office or 
residence for a security guard provided that the following conditions 
are met:  
 
A. The uses are only associated with the developer/owner and 

subdivision or project in which they are located.  Off-site 
construction office/yard complexes may be allowed subject to 
approval by the Board of Adjustment. 

 
b. Upon sale of the development, cessation of the need for the 

use (95% buildout), or cessation of the use, all structures, 
modifications to structures and uses related to the 
construction office/yard complex are removed.  

 
c. Those uses of structures allowed shall meet all building code 

requirements. 
 
d. All items stored on site shall only be those required for the 

construction on site. 
 
e. The allowed uses may encroach into setback areas.  
 
F. All necessary permits must be issued prior to placement on 

the site. 
 
G. If these requirements cannot be met, the request shall be 

processed through the board of adjustment as a Temporary 
Use Permit.*13 

 
ARTICLE 803.3. HEIGHT REGULATIONS: The height of buildings shall not exceed 30 feet 

or two stories, except that the height of any building or structure closer 
than 30 feet to any rural or residential zone boundary shall not exceed the 
distance from said building or structure to the zone boundaries.  Streets or 
alleys may be included in calculating distance. 

 
ARTICLE 803.4. YARD REGULATIONS:  
 
   1. Front Yard: A minimum of ten feet, and further that where the 

frontage between two intersecting streets is located partly in the 
C-1 Zoning District, and partly in a rural or residential zoning district, 
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there shall be a front yard equal to the front yard required in the 
adjoining rural or residential zoning district but such yard need not 
exceed 25 feet in depth. 

 
    2. Side Yard: None required (see Chapter 8, Section 803., Article 

803.3. - Height Regulations), except that: 
 
     a. Where a lot is adjacent to a rural or residential zoning district, 

there shall be a side yard on the side of the lot adjacent to 
such rural or residential zoning district having a width of not 
less than ten feet. 

 
     b. Where a corner lot abuts a rural or residential zoning district, 

whether or not separated by an alley, there shall be a side 
yard on the street side of such corner lot having a width of not 
less than ten feet. 

 
     c. If a side yard is otherwise provided, it shall have a width of 

not less than three feet. 
 
    3. Rear Yard: None required (see Chapter 8, Section 803., Article 

803.3. - Height Regulations), except that where a lot abuts a rural or 
residential zoning district whether or not separated by an alley, there 
shall be a rear yard having a depth of not less than 25 feet. 

 
     a. If a rear yard is otherwise provided, it shall have a depth of 

not less than three feet. 
    
ARTICLE 803.5. INTENSITY OF USE REGULATIONS: The intensity of use regulations are 

as follows: 
 
   1. Lot Area: Each lot shall have a minimum area of 6,000 square 

feet. 
 
   2. Lot Width: Each lot shall have a minimum width of 60 feet. 
 
   3. Lot Coverage: The maximum lot coverage shall be 60% of the lot 

area. 
  
ARTICLE 803.6. PARKING REGULATIONS: The parking regulations are as provided in 

Chapter 11, Section 1102. hereof. 
 
ARTICLE 803.7. SIGN REGULATIONS: The sign regulations are as provided in Chapter 14, 

Section 1404. hereof. 
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ARTICLE 803.8. LOADING AND UNLOADING REGULATIONS: The loading and 

unloading regulations are as provided in Chapter 11, Section 1103.  hereof. 
 
ARTICLE 803.9. ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS: The additional regulations are as follows: 
 
   1. All activity (except required on-site parking, loading or unloading) 

including incidental or accessory storage and display area shall be 
within a completely enclosed building, unless otherwise specifically 
noted herein. 

 
  2. Any outdoor lighting shall be in conformance with provisions in 

Chapter 11, Section 1112. hereof.  Any outdoor lighting shall be 
placed so as to reflect light away from any adjoining rural or 
residential zoning district. *3 

 
  3. A building other than the residence of the family of the operator or 

caretaker employed on the premises of a commercial use shall not be 
used for dwellings unless approved as a Special Use by the Board of 
Supervisors. *5, *10 

 
   4. Walls and Screening: 
 
     a. A solid wall, not less than six feet in height, shall be required 

along and adjacent to any side or rear property line abutting 
any rural or residential zone boundary, or any alley abutting 
such zone boundary at the time of development of the 
commercial property.  Further, any access gates in said solid 
wall shall be constructed of view-obscuring material to provide 
effective site screening. *4 

 
    b. The perimeter of any portion of a site not adjacent to a rural 

or residential zone boundary upon which any outdoor use of a 
commercial nature is permitted shall be enclosed to a height 
of not less than six feet by building walls, walls or fences of 
any view-obscuring material.  No outdoor commercial use or 
enclosure thereof shall encroach into any required setback 
area adjacent to any street, nor shall any storage products or 
materials exceed the height of any such enclosure. 

 
5. In any multi-phase commercial project, all areas of a parcel which 

have been graded or the surface disturbed in any way, and which are 
not currently under development shall be revegetated or surfaced to 
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minimize wind-blown dust by a plan approved by the Department of 
Planning and Development. *9 

 
6. All commercial development shall be subject to a plan of 

development approval as set forth in the provisions of this 
Ordinance. *14 

 
7. Commercial uses which were developed prior to September 22, 2008 

shall be exempt from the Plan of Development process; provided, 
however, that in the event all commercial structures on the property 
are removed or destroyed in excess of 75% of value, the property 
shall, without regard to the original date of development, require a 
Plan of Development. *15  

 
 

Date of Revisions 
*1 Revised 5-11-81 *8  Added and renumbered after subparagraph Ch. 8,    

Section 803.2.43 
*2 Revised 6-1-81 *9   Added 2-20-94 
*3 Revised 4-2-84 *10  Revised 5-6-94 
*4 Added 10-15-84 *11  Revised 6-5-96 
*5 Renumbered 1-7-85 *12  Effective 11-19-99 
*6 Revised 4-10-89 *13  Effective 07-07-06  
*14 Effective 9-22-08 *15 Effective 1-16-09 

 
 
SECTION 804. C-2 (Intermediate Commercial Zoning District) *1 
 
ARTICLE 804.1. PURPOSE:  The principal purpose of this zoning district is to provide for the 

sale of commodities and the performance of services and other activities in 
locations for which the market area extends beyond the immediate 
residential neighborhoods.  Principal uses permitted in this zoning district 
include automobile sales and services, furniture stores, hotels and motels, 
travel trailer parks, restaurants, and some commercial recreation and 
cultural facilities such as movies and instruction in art and music.  This 
zoning district is designed for application at major street intersections. 

 
ARTICLE 804.2. USE REGULATIONS: A building or premises shall be used only for the 

following purposes: 
 
   1. Any use permitted in the C-1 Zoning District, subject to all the 

regulations specified in the use regulations for such C-1 Zoning 
District unless the use is otherwise regulated in this Section. 
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   2. Adult oriented facilities as defined under Chapter 2, subject to the 
following conditions: *11 

 
    a. Adult oriented facilities shall not be located within 1,500 feet 

of any other adult oriented facility. 
 
    b. Adult oriented facilities shall not be located within 1,500 feet 

of: 
 
     1. A church; or 
 
     2. A public or private elementary or secondary school; or 
 
     3. A public or private day care center, preschool, nursery, 

kindergarten, or similar use; or 
 
      4. A public park or playground 
 
    c. For purposes of measuring separation distances required in 

this section, the measurements shall be taken in a straight line 
from the closest exterior walls of any affected structures 
without regard to intervening structures or objects or political 
boundaries. 

 
    d. An adult oriented business lawfully operating is not rendered 

in violation of these provisions by the subsequent location of a 
church, public or private elementary or secondary school, or 
public park within 1,500 feet of the adult oriented business. 

 
    e. This provision shall not be construed as permitting any use or 

act which is otherwise prohibited or made punishable by law. 
 
   3. Art metal and ornamental iron shops. 
 
   4. Automobile laundries, provided steam cleaning is confined to a 

building. 
 
   5. Automobile repair shops and garages, including an outside vehicle 

storage area to be used for vehicles under repair which shall be 
completely screened from any street or surrounding property, and 
further provided all repair operations are conducted within a building.  
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   6. New and used, automobile and golf cart sales, and rentals provided 
all sales, service, and repair activities are conducted within a building.   
*10, *13 *15 

 
   7. Awning and canvas stores. 
 
   8. Bars, including retail sales of package goods for off-site consumption, 

provided that there is no entertainment or music audible offsite. 
 
   9. Health spas and public gyms. *2 
 
   10. Blueprint, photostat and reproduction (copy) services. 
 

  11. Boat sales, including an outside display area, providing all sales and 
repair activities are conducted within a building. *15 

 
   12. Cabinet and carpenter shops. 
 
   13. Catering establishments not utilizing any manufacturing process or 

outside storage of materials or vehicles. 
 
   14. Conservatories or studios: Art, dancing or music. 
 
   15. Department stores. 
 
   16. Drive-in restaurants and refreshment stands. 
 
   17. Electrical fixtures and appliance sales, repair and service. 
 
   18. Feed stores, inside storage only. 
 
   19. Funeral homes, mortuaries and chapels. 
 
   20. Furniture stores including: New, used, finished or unfinished 

merchandise. 
 
   21. Gas (butane or propane), retail sales of.*6 
 
   22. Hotels. 
 
   23. Laboratories, medical or dental. 
 
   24. Liquor stores. 
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   25. Motels. 
 
   26. Nurseries, flower and plant sales, provided all incidental equipment 

and supplies including fertilizer and empty cans, are kept within a 
completely enclosed building or within an area enclosed on all sides 
by a solid fence or wall at least six feet in height and no goods, 
materials or objects are stacked higher than the fence or wall so 
erected. 

 
   27. Paint and wall paper stores. 
 
   28. Parking lots and public garages, subject to parking standards in 

Chapter 11, Section 1102. 
 
   29. Pet shops, not involving the treatment or boarding of cats, dogs or 

other small animals. 
 
   30. Plumbing shops. 
 
   31. Pool halls or billiard centers. 
 
   32. Radio and television broadcasting stations and studios, but not 

including transmitter towers and stations. 
 
   33. Rental services: Household, lawn, garden, sickroom or office 

equipment. 
 
   34. Restaurants and cafes, including patios, with or without cocktail 

lounges, provided there is no entertainment or music audible off-site. 
*14 

 
   35. Retail stores. 
 
   36. Taxidermists. 
 

37. Theaters, but not including a drive-in theater and adult oriented 
facilities as defined under Chapter 2. *2 

   38. Tinsmith shops. 
 
   39. Trade schools. 
 
   40. Deleted 2-20-94 
 
   41, Upholstery shops. 
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   42. Veterinary hospitals and clinics for animals, subject to: 
 
    a. Animals shall not be boarded or lodged except for short 

periods of observation incidental to care or treatment. 
 
    b. Animals shall be kept within a completely enclosed building, 

which shall be constructed and maintained as to prevent 
objectionable noise and odor outside the walls of the building. 

    
      c. No open kennels or exercise runs will be permitted. 
 
     d. All refuse shall be stored within the enclosed building or within 

odor proof containers. 
 
    43. Accessory buildings and uses customarily incidental to the above. 

  
ARTICLE 804.3. HEIGHT REGULATIONS: The height of buildings shall not exceed 40 feet 

or three stories, except that the height of any building or structure closer 
than 40 feet to any rural or residential zone boundary shall not exceed that 
distance from said building or structure to the zone boundaries.  Streets or 
alleys may be included in calculating distance. 

 
ARTICLE 804.4. YARD REGULATIONS:  
 
   1. Front Yard: A minimum of 10 feet, and further that where the 

frontage between two intersecting streets is located partly in the 
C-2 Zoning District and partly in a rural or residential zoning district 
there shall be a front yard equal to the front yard required in the ad-
joining rural or residential zoning district but such yard need not 
exceed 25 feet in depth. 

 
   2. Side Yard: None required (see Chapter 8, Section 804., Article 

804.3. - Height Regulations) except that: 
 
    a. Where a lot is adjacent to a rural or residential zoning district, 

there shall be a side yard on the side of a lot adjacent to such 
rural or residential zoning district having a width of not less 
than ten feet. 

 
    b. Where a corner lot abuts a rural or residential zoning district 

whether or not separated by an alley, there shall be a side 
yard on the street side of such corner lot having a width of not 
less than ten feet. 
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    c. If a side yard is otherwise provided, it shall have a width of 
not less than three feet. 

 
   3. Rear Yard: None required (see Chapter 8, Section 804., Article 

804.3. - Height Regulations) except that where a lot abuts a rural or 
residential zoning district whether or nor separated by an alley, there 
shall be a rear yard having a depth of not less than 25 feet. 

 
    a. If a rear yard is otherwise provided, it shall have a depth of 

not less than three feet. 
  
ARTICLE 804.5. INTENSITY OF USE REGULATIONS: The intensity of use regulations are 

as follows: 
 

1. Lot Area: Each lot shall have a minimum area of 6,000 square 
feet. 

 
    2. Lot Width: Each lot shall have a minimum width of 60 feet. 
 
   3. Lot Coverage: The maximum lot coverage shall be 60% of the lot 

area. 
 
ARTICLE 804.6. PARKING REGULATIONS: The parking regulations are as provided in 

Chapter 11, Section 1102. hereof. 
 
ARTICLE 804.7. SIGN REGULATIONS: The sign regulations are as provided in Chapter 14, 

Section 1404. hereof. 
 
ARTICLE 804.8. LOADING AND UNLOADING REGULATIONS: The loading and 

unloading regulations are as provided in Chapter 11, Section 1103.  hereof. 
 
ARTICLE 804.9. ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS: The additional regulations are as follows: 
 
   1. All activity (except required on-site parking, including loading and 

unloading areas), incidental or accessory storage and display areas 
shall be within a completely enclosed building unless otherwise 
specifically noted herein.   

 
   2. Any outdoor lighting shall be in conformance with provisions in 

Chapter 11, Section 1112. hereof.  Any outdoor lighting shall be 
placed so as to reflect light away from any adjoining rural or 
residential zoning district. *3 
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   3. A building other than the residence of the family of the operator or 
caretaker employed on the premises of a commercial use shall not be 
used for dwellings, unless approved as a Special Use by the Board of 
Supervisors. *5, *13 

 
    4. Walls and Screening: 
 
    a. A solid wall, not less than six feet in height, shall be required 

along and adjacent to any side or rear property line abutting 
any rural or residential zone boundary, or any alley abutting 
such zone boundary at the time of development of the 
commercial property.  Further, any access gates in said solid 
wall shall be constructed of view-obscuring material to provide 
effective site screening.*4 

 
    b. The perimeter of any portion of a site not adjacent to a rural or 

residential zone boundary upon which any outdoor use of a 
commercial nature is permitted shall be enclosed to a height 
of not less than six feet by building walls, walls or fences of 
any view-obscuring material.  No outdoor commercial use or 
enclosure thereof shall encroach into any required setback 
area adjacent to any street, nor shall any storage products or 
materials exceed the height of any such enclosure. 

 
5. In any multi-phase commercial project, all areas of a parcel which 

have been graded or the surface disturbed in any way, and which are 
not currently under development shall be revegetated or surfaced to 
minimize wind-blown dust by a plan approved by the Department of 
Planning and Development.*12 

 
6. All commercial development shall be subject to a plan of 

development approval as set forth in the provisions of this 
Ordinance. *15 

 
7. Commercial uses which were developed prior to September 22, 2008 

shall be exempt from the Plan of Development process; provided, 
however, that in the event all commercial structures on the property 
are removed or destroyed in excess of 75% of value, the property 
shall, without regard to the original date of development, require a 
Plan of Development. *16   
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Date of Revisions 
*1   Revised 5-11-81 *10  Revised 5-16-90 
*2  Revised 6-1-81 *11  Added 8-21-93 
*3  Revised 4-2-84 *12  Added 2-20-94 
*4  Added 10-15-84 *13  Revised 5-6-94 
*5  Renumbered 1-7-85 *14  Effective 5-9-97 
*6  Revised 4-1-85  *15  Effective 9-22-08 
*16 Effective 1-16-2009   

 
SECTION 805. C-3 (General Commercial Zoning District) *1 
 
ARTICLE 805.1. PURPOSE: The principal purpose of this zoning district is to provide for 

commercial uses concerned with wholesale or distribution activities in 
locations where there is adequate access to major streets or highways.  
Principal uses permitted in this zoning district include retail and wholesale 
commerce and commercial entertainment. 

 
ARTICLE 805.2. USE REGULATIONS: A building or premise shall be used only for the 

following: 
 
   1. Any use permitted in the C-2 Zoning District, subject to all the 

regulations specified in the use regulations for such C-2 Zoning 
District unless the use is otherwise regulated in this Section. 

 
   2. Amusement enterprises. 
 
   3. Auction sales, including swap meet operations. 
 
   4. Automobile sales, service and rental. 
 
   5. Boat sales, service and rental. 
 
   6. Bowling alleys. 
 
   7. Bus depots. 
 
   8. Dance halls and nightclubs, except adult oriented facilities as defined 

under Chapter 2. *2 
 
   9. Drive-in theaters. 
 
   10. Equipment rentals and sales, but not including equipment customarily 

used for heavy construction. 
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   11. Frozen food lockers, including processing but not slaughtering of 

animals. 
 
   12. Hospitals and clinics for animals, provided animals are not boarded or 

lodged other than those being treated. 
 
   13. Wholesale ice distributing stations. 
 
   14. Landscape material sales provided all incidental equipment and 

supplies, including fertilizer and empty cans, are kept within a 
completely enclosed building or within an area enclosed on all sides 
by a solid fence or wall at least six feet in height, and no goods, 
materials or objects are stacked higher than the fence or wall so 
erected. 

 
   15. Lumber yards not including industrial milling or planning operations. 
 
   16. Miniature golf courses and driving ranges. 
 
   17. Mobile home, travel trailer and recreation vehicle sales and service. 
 
   18. Printing, lithography and publishing establishments. 
 
   19. Stone monument sales. 
 
   20. Commercial storage of mobile homes, manufactured homes, travel 

trailers, recreation vehicles, boats and aircraft on sites of no less than 
one acre.*5*11 

 
   21. Truck stops, with customary accessory facilities including but not 

limited to restaurant, convenience retail, motel, truck wash, and 
minor repair facilities but not including major repair, freight storage, 
freight handling, warehousing or distribution facilities.**7 

 
   22. Wholesale stores. 
 
   23. Accessory buildings and uses customarily incidental to the above 

uses. 
  
ARTICLE 805.3. HEIGHT REGULATIONS: The height of buildings shall not exceed 40 feet 

or three stories, except that the height of any building or structure closer 
than 40 feet to any rural or residential zone boundary shall not exceed the 
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distance from said building or structure to the zone boundaries.  Streets or 
alleys may be included in calculating distance. 

 
ARTICLE 805.4. YARD REGULATIONS:  
 
   1. Front Yard: A minimum of ten feet, and further that where the 

frontage between two intersecting streets is located partly in the 
C-3 Zoning District and partly in a rural or residential zoning district, 
there shall be a front yard equal to the front yard required in the ad-
joining rural or residential zoning district but such yard need not 
exceed 25 feet in depth. 

  
   2. Side Yard: None required (see Chapter 8, Section 805., Article 

805.3. - Height Regulations) except that: 
 
    a. Where a lot is adjacent to a rural or residential zoning district 

there shall be a side yard on the side of the lot adjacent to 
such rural or residential zoning district having a width of not 
less than ten feet. 

 
    b. Where a corner lot abuts a rural or residential zoning district 

whether or not separated by an alley, there shall be a side 
yard on the street side of such corner lot having a width of not 
less than ten feet. 

 
    c. If a side yard is otherwise provided, it shall have a width of 

not less than three feet. 
 

  3. Rear Yard: None required (see Chapter 8, Section 805., Article 
805.3. - Height Regulations) except that where a lot abuts a rural or 
residential zoning district whether or not separated by an alley, there 
shall be a rear yard having a depth of not less than 25 feet. 

 
    a. If a rear yard is otherwise provided, it shall have a depth of 

not less than three feet. 
 
ARTICLE 805.5. INTENSITY OF USE REGULATIONS: The intensity of use regulations are 

as follows: 
 
   1. Lot Area: Each lot shall have a minimum area of 6,000 square 

feet. 
 
   2. Lot Width: Each lot shall have a minimum width of 60 feet. 
 



MARICOPA COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE 
 Chapter 8 – Commercial Zoning Districts 
 

Chapter 8  -  Page 26 

   3. Lot Coverage: The maximum lot coverage shall be 60% of the lot 
area. 

 
ARTICLE 805.6. PARKING REGULATIONS: The parking regulations are as provided in 

Chapter 11, Section 1102. hereof. 
 
ARTICLE 805.7. SIGN REGULATIONS: The sign regulations are as provided in Chapter 14, 

Section 1404. hereof. 
 
ARTICLE 805.8. LOADING AND UNLOADING REGULATIONS: The loading and 

unloading regulations are as provided in Chapter 11, Section 1103.  hereof. 
 
ARTICLE 805.9. ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS: The additional regulations are as follows: 
 
   1. Site Enclosure and Screening Requirements: Commercial site and/or 

uses shall be enclosed to provide effective site screening from 
adjoining properties, uses or streets as follows: 

 
     a. A solid wall, not less than six feet in height shall be required 

along and adjacent to any side or rear property line abutting 
any rural or residential zone boundary, or any alley abutting 
such zone boundary at the time of development of the 
commercial property.  Further, any access gates in said solid 
wall shall be constructed of view-obscuring material to provide 
effective site screening. 

 
     b. The perimeter of any portion of a site not adjacent to a rural 

or residential zone boundary upon which any outdoor use of a 
commercial nature is permitted shall be enclosed to a height 
of not less than six feet by building walls, walls or fences of 
any view-obscuring material.  No outdoor commercial use or 
enclosure thereof shall encroach into any required setback 
area adjacent to any street, nor shall any storage products or 
materials exceed the height of any such enclosure. 

 
   2. Any outdoor lighting shall be in conformance with provisions in 

Chapter 11, Section 1112. hereof.  Any outdoor lighting shall be 
placed so as to reflect light away from any adjoining rural or 
residential zoning district. *3 

 
3. A building other than the residence of the family of the operator or 

caretaker employed on the premises of a commercial use shall not be 
used for dwelling purposes unless approved as a Special Use by the 
Board of Supervisors. *4,*10 
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4. In any multi-phase commercial project, all areas of a parcel which 

have been graded or the surface disturbed in any way, and which are 
not currently under development shall be revegetated or surfaced to 
minimize wind-blown dust by a plan approved by the Department of 
Planning and Development.*9  

 
5. All commercial development shall be subject to a plan of 

development approval as set forth in the provisions of this 
Ordinance. *12 

 
6. Commercial uses which were developed prior to September 22, 2008 

shall be exempt from the Plan of Development process; provided, 
however, that in the event all commercial structures on the property 
are removed or destroyed in excess of 75% of value, the property 
shall, without regard to the original date of development, require a 
Plan of Development.  *13   

 

Date of Revisions 
*1 Revised 5-11-81 *11 Effective 09-15-06 
*2 Revised 6-1-81 *12 Effective 9-22-08 
*3 Revised 4-2-84 *13 Effective 1-16-09 
*4 Renumbered 1-7-85   
*5 Revised 4-1-85   
**7 Added 4-10-89   
*9 Added 2-20-94   
*10 Revised 5-6-94   
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SECTION 901. IND-1 (Planned Industrial Zoning District)*1 
 
ARTICLE 901.1. PURPOSE: The principal purpose of this zoning district is to provide 

sufficient space in appropriate locations for certain types of business and 
manufacturing uses that are quiet, attractive and well designed including 
appropriate screening and/or landscape buffers to afford locations close to 
existing residential uses, so that people can live and work in the same 
neighborhood. *6 

 
ARTICLE 901.2. USE REGULATIONS: A building or premise shall be used only for the 

following purposes, and subject to procedural regulations as listed in 
Chapter 9, Section 901., Article 901.11. herein: *4 

 
   1. Art needlework, handweaving and tapestries. 
 
   2. Books, hand binding and tooling. 
 
   3. Compounding of cosmetics and pharmaceutical products. 
 
   4. Jewelry, manufacture from precious metals and minerals. 
 
   5. Laboratories, research, experimental and testing. 
 
  6. Manufacture and assembly of clay, leather, metal and glass products 

of a handicraft nature. 
 
   7. Manufacture and assembly of medical, dental and drafting 

instruments. 
 
  8. Manufacture and assembly of optical goods and equipment, watches, 

clocks and other similar precision instruments. 
 
  9. Manufacture and assembly of electrical or electronic apparatus, 

musical instruments, games and toys. 
 
   10. Motion picture producing. 
 
   11. Offices. 
 
   12. Radio and television broadcasting stations and studios, but not 

including transmitter towers and transmitter stations. 
 
   13. Warehousing, storage and wholesale distribution facilities. 
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 14. Any other office, laboratory, manufacturing and assembling uses 
similar to those uses enumerated herein which do not create any 
danger to the public health, safety and general welfare in 
surrounding areas and which do not create any offensive noise, 
vibration, smoke, dust, odor, heat or glare and which, by reason of 
high value in relation to size and weight of merchandise received and 
shipped create very little truck traffic. 

 
  15. Accessory buildings and uses customarily incidental to the above 

uses. 
 
   16. Emergency housing - Temporary shelter required due to a natural 

disaster or fire or other circumstances determined to constitute an 
emergency by the zoning inspector. **7, *9 

 
   17. Deleted 07-07-06 (TA2003005) 
 
   18. Temporary uses may be allowed on any lot in this district as 

authorized in Chapter 13, Section 1302. **7 
 
   19. Special uses may be allowed on any lot in this district as authorized in 

Chapter 13, Section 1301. **7 

 

 20. Temporary construction office/yard complex – construction yard and 
construction office complex which may include a security office or 
residence for a security guard provided that the following conditions 
are met:  
 
A. The uses are only associated with the developer/owner and 

subdivision or project in which they are located.  Off-site 
construction office/yard complexes may be allowed subject to 
approval by the Board of Adjustment. 

 
B. Upon sale of the development, cessation of the need for the 

use (95% buildout), or cessation of the use, all structures, 
modifications to structures and uses related to the 
construction office/yard complex are removed.  

 
C. Those uses of structures allowed shall meet all building code 

requirements. 
 

D. All items stored on site shall only be those required for the 
construction on site. 
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E. The allowed uses may encroach into setback areas.  
 
F. All necessary permits must be issued prior to placement on 

the site. 
 
G. If these requirements cannot be met, the request shall be 

processed through the board of adjustment as a Temporary 
Use Permit.*11 

 
 21. Service to the public of water, gas, electricity, telephone and cable 

television and sewage including wastewater treatment plants.  The 
foregoing shall be deemed to include attendant facilities and 
appurtenances to these uses, including without limitation, 
distribution, collector and feeder lines, pumping or booster stations 
along pipelines, and substations along electric transmission lines. *10   

 
ARTICLE 901.3. HEIGHT REGULATIONS: The height of buildings shall not exceed 40 feet 

or three stories, except that the height of any building or structure closer 
than 40 feet to any rural or residential zone boundary shall not exceed the 
distance from said building or structure to the zone boundary, except that 
no building need be less than ten feet in height.  Streets or alleys may be 
included in calculating distance. 

 
 ARTICLE 901.4. YARD REGULATIONS: The required yards are as follows: *5 

 
    1. Front Yard: *6 

   
    a. All properties abutting a public street shall have an open 

setback area which shall be landscaped extending for the full 
width of the property.  This setback shall be parallel to the 
centerline of the street and shall be measured from the 
setback line or the ultimate right-of-way line of a local street, 
and shall be of a depth as indicated as follows: 

 
1. Abutting any major street, section line road, State or 

Federal Highway not less than 20 feet. 
 

    2. Abutting collector streets and midsection line roads and 
roads adjoining rural or residential zoning districts not 
less than 15 feet. *7 

 
     3. Abutting local streets and interior streets of industrial 

subdivisions not less than ten feet. 
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   b. For through lots, a front yard shall be provided along both 
front lot lines. 

 
   c. For corner lots the yard along each street side of such corner 

lot shall conform with the front yard regulations. *7 
 
  2. Side Yard: Where the side of a lot is adjacent to a rural or 

residential zoning district, there shall be a side yard having a width of 
not less than 30 feet, of which a minimum of 10 feet shall be 
landscaped and continuously maintained.  (see Chapter 9, Section 
901., Article 901.3.  - Height Regulations). *7 

 
  3. Rear Yard: Where the rear of a lot is adjacent to a rural or 

residential zoning district there shall be a rear yard having a depth of 
not less than 30 feet, of which a minimum of 10 feet shall be 
landscaped and continuously maintained.  (See Chapter 9, Section 
901., Article 901.3.  - Height Regulations). *6 

 
 ARTICLE 901.5. INTENSITY OF USE REGULATIONS: The intensity of use regulations are 

as follows: *5 
 
   1. Lot Area: Each lot shall have a minimum lot area of 35,000 square 

feet. *6 
 

    2. Lot Width: Each lot shall have a minimum width of 150 feet. *6 
 
   3. Lot Coverage: The maximum lot coverage shall be 60% of the lot 

area. 
 

    4. Volume Ratio: The volume of all structures on a lot shall not 
exceed the product of the lot area in square feet multiplied by nine 
feet. *6 

 
ARTICLE 901.6. PARKING REGULATIONS: The parking regulations are as provided in 

Chapter 11, Section 1102. hereof except as provided herein. *4, *6 
 
ARTICLE 901.7. SIGN REGULATIONS: The sign regulations are as provided in Chapter 14, 

Section 1405. hereof. 
 
ARTICLE 901.8. LOADING AND UNLOADING REGULATIONS: The loading and 

unloading regulations are as provided in Chapter 11, Section 1103. hereof 
except as provided herein. *4, *6 
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 ARTICLE 901.9. ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS: The additional regulations are as follows: 

*5 
   1. All uses except for parking, loading, unloading and storage shall be 

conducted within a completely enclosed building. 
 
   2. Any outdoor lighting shall be in conformance with provisions in 

Chapter 11, Section 1112. hereof.  Any outdoor lighting shall be 
placed so as to reflect light away from any adjoining rural or 
residential zoning district. *2 

 
    3. Required yards adjacent to any street shall be landscaped and shall 

not be occupied by any use or structure including parking or loading 
spaces except for drives and roadways, signs and lighting as 
permitted in this Ordinance. *6 

 
    4. Site Enclosure and Screening Requirements: Industrial sites  
     and/or uses shall be enclosed to provide effective site screening from 

adjoining properties, uses or streets by the use of walls, berms and 
landscape plantings or combinations thereof as follows: *6 

 
     a. Adjacent to any rural or residential zone, automobile parking 

shall be screened from view. 
 
     b. A solid masonry, concrete or earthen product wall not less 

than six feet in height or approved landscaped berms, land-
scape screening or combinations thereof shall be required 
along and adjacent to any side or rear property line abutting 
any rural or residential zone boundary, or any alley abutting 
such zone boundary.  Further, any access gates shall be 
constructed of view-obscuring materials to provide effective 
site screening. Approval of the alternative screening methods 
listed above shall be by the Board of Supervisors upon 
recommendation of the Commission. *6 

 
     c. The perimeter of any portion of a site not adjacent to a rural 

or residential zoning boundary upon which any outdoor use of 
an industrial nature is permitted, shall be screened to a height 
of not less than six feet in height by building walls, walls or 
fences of any view obscuring material, approved landscaped 
berms, landscape screening or combinations thereof.  No 
outdoor industrial use or enclosure thereof shall encroach into 
any required setback area adjacent to any street, nor shall any 
storage products or materials exceed the height of any such 
enclosure.  Approval of the alternative screening methods 
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listed above shall be by the Board of Supervisors upon 
recommendation of the Commission. *6 

 
     d. Landscape Requirements: Minimum site landscape 

requirements are as follows:  (Note: The Board of Supervisors 
or the Planning and Zoning Commission may include additional 
landscape requirements.) *6 

 
      1. Any part of a site not used for buildings, parking, 

driveways, storage, loading, sidewalks, etc. shall be 
landscaped and maintained. 

 
      2. Not less than 2% of all vehicle storage or parking 

areas, nor less than 8% of the total net lot area, shall 
be landscaped and continuously maintained in a 
healthy condition. The landscaped area within the 
storage and parking areas shall not be included in the 
calculation for the minimum 8% landscaping require-
ment for the total net lot area. 

 
     3. Landscaped areas shall include an approved mixture of 

drought tolerant or other plant materials, and organic 
and non-organic ground cover materials.  The approval 
of the above mixture of landscape materials shall be by 
the Board of Supervisors upon recommendation of the 
Commission. 

 
     4. An automatic irrigation system shall be provided and 

maintained to all landscaped areas requiring water. *6 
 
     5. All landscaped areas adjacent to vehicular parking and 

access areas shall be protected by six inch vertical 
concrete curbing in order to control storm water flows 
and minimize damage by vehicular traffic. *6 

 
5.  In any multi-phase industrial project, all areas of a parcel which have 

been graded or the surface disturbed in any way, and which are not 
currently under development shall be revegetated or surfaced to 
minimize wind-blown dust by a plan approved by the Department of 
Planning and Development. *7 

 

6. All industrial development shall be subject to a plan of development 
approval as set forth in the provisions of this Ordinance. *12 
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7. For industrial uses, which were developed prior to October 15, 1984, 
an as-built plan which requires a zoning clearance may serve as the 
plan of development.  When the owner or authorized agent wants to 
make a change to the property, this as-built plan indicating the 
changes may be submitted.  The zoning inspector may approve 
changes as long as any expansion is part of the existing land use, 
does not conflict with existing codes, does not exceed one hundred 
percent of the area of the original development, and does not 
adversely impact the surrounding areas or drainage conditions.    
These changes may include, but are hot limited to parking covers, 
interior remodeling, additions to the buildings or new buildings. *8  

 

 ARTICLE 901.10. DELETED WITH TA2007016 EFFECTIVE 9-22-08 
 

 ARTICLE 901.11. DELETED WITH TA2007016 EFFECTIVE 9-22-08 
     

Date of Revisions 
*1 Revised 4-9-79 *7 Revised 2-20-94 
*2 Revised 4-2-84 **7 Added 2-20-94 
*3 Revised 10-15-84 *8 Added 5-3-95 
*4 Revised/Renumbered 10-15-84 *9 Revised 6-5-96 
*5 Renumbered 10-15-84 *10 Effective 11-19-99 
*6 Revised 1-25-88 *11 Effective 07-07-06 
  *12 Effective 9-22-08 

 
SECTION 902. IND-2 (Light Industrial Zoning District) *2 
 
ARTICLE 902.1. PURPOSE: The principal purpose of this zoning district is to provide for 

light industrial uses in locations which are suitable and appropriate taking 
into consideration the land uses on adjacent or nearby properties, access to 
a major street or highway, rail service or other means of transportation, and 
the availability of public utilities.  Principal uses permitted in this zoning 
district include the manufacture, compounding, processing, packaging or 
treatment of materials which do not cause or produce objectionable effects 
that would impose hazard to adjacent or other properties by reason of 
smoke, soot, dust, radiation, odor, noise, vibration, heat, glare, toxic fumes, 
or other conditions that would affect adversely the public health, safety and 
general welfare.  

 
ARTICLE 902.2. USE REGULATIONS: A building or premise shall be used only for the 

following purposes, and subject to procedural regulations as listed in 
Chapter 9, Section 902., Article 902.11. herein. *5 

 
   1. Any use permitted in the IND-1 Zoning District. Any use permitted in 

the C-3 Zoning District provided such use has a primary purpose of 
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providing services for existing industrial uses in the area with only 
incidental sales/service provided for the general public, subject to all 
the regulations in the use regulations for the IND-2 Zoning District 
unless the use is otherwise regulated in this article except that the 
following uses shall be prohibited: mobile home parks, travel trailer 
parks, mobile home subdivisions, resort hotels, dwellings and mobile 
homes, other than the residence, or one mobile home, of the 
family of the operator or caretaker employed on the premise of a 
commercial or industrial use. *1, *8 

 
   2. Aircraft firms including sales, service and rental. 
 
   3. Bakeries, wholesale. 
 
   4. Bottling plants or breweries. 
 
   5. Cleaning plants, including carpets and dyeing. 
 
   6. Construction equipment, including sales, service, rental and storage. 
 

7. Dairy products, processing of. 
 

   8. Farms as defined in Chapter 2. 
 
   9. Laboratories, experimental, photo or motion picture, research or 

testing. 
 
   10. Manufacturing, compounding, assembling, processing, packaging or 

treatment of products such as candy, drugs, perfumes, 
pharmaceuticals, perfumed toilet soaps, toiletries, but not including 
the refining or rendering of fats and oils. 

 
   11. Manufacturing, compounding, assembling or treatment of articles or 

merchandise from the following previously prepared materials: bone, 
cellophane, canvas, cloth, cork, feathers, felt, fiber, fur, glass, hair, 
leather, paper, plastics, precious or semi-precious metals or stones, 
light sheet metal, shell, textiles, tobacco, wire, yarns, wood not 
involving planing mills, and paint not employing a boiling process. 

 
   12. Manufacturing or assembly of electrical appliances, electronic 

instruments and devices, optical goods, precision instruments, radios 
and phonographs, including the manufacture of small parts only, 
such as coils, condensers, transformers and crystal holders. 
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   13. Manufacture of pottery and figurines or other similar ceramic 
products using only previously pulverized clay. 

 
   14. Packing houses, fruit or vegetable not including processing. 
 
   15. Training centers, industrial. 
 
   16. Truck terminals, including service and storage. 
. 
   17. Warehousing, storage and wholesale distribution facilities. 
 
   18. Any other office, laboratory, manufacturing and assembly uses similar 

to those uses enumerated herein which do not create any danger to 
the public health, safety and general welfare in surrounding areas 
and which do not create any offensive noise, vibration, smoke, dust, 
odor, heat or glare, and which by reason of high value in relation to 
size and weight of merchandise received and shipped create very 
little truck traffic. 

 
19. Accessory buildings and uses customarily incidental to the above 

uses. 
 

ARTICLE 902.3. HEIGHT REGULATIONS: The height of buildings shall not exceed 40 feet 
or three stories, except that the height of any building or structure closer 
than 40 feet to any rural or residential zone boundary shall not exceed the 
distance from said building or structure to the zone boundary except that no 
building need be less than ten feet in height.  Streets or alleys may be 
included in calculating distance. 

 
ARTICLE 902.4. YARD REGULATIONS: Yards are required as follows: 
 
   1. Front Yard: 
 
    a. All properties abutting a public street shall have an open 

setback area extending for the full width of the property.  This 
setback shall be parallel to the centerline of the street and 
shall be measured from the setback line or the ultimate 
right-of-way line of a local street, and shall be of a depth as 
indicated below: 

 
     1. Abutting any major street, section line road, State or 

Federal highway not less than 20 feet. 
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     2. Abutting collector streets and midsection line roads not 
less than 15 feet. 

 
     3. Abutting local streets and interior streets of industrial 

subdivision not less than ten feet. 
 
    b. Where the frontage between two intersecting streets is 

located partly in the IND-2 Zoning District and partly in a rural, 
residential or commercial zoning district, there shall be a front 
yard equal to the front yard required in the adjoining rural, 
residential or commercial zoning district, but such yard need 
not exceed 25 feet in depth. 

 
   2. Side Yard: None required (see Chapter 9, Section 902., Article 

902.3.  - Height Regulations) except that: 
 
    a. Where a lot is adjacent to a rural or residential zoning district, 

there shall be a side yard on the side of the lot adjacent to 
such rural or residential zoning district having a width of not 
less than five feet. 

 
    b. Where a corner lot abuts a rural or residential zoning district, 

whether or not separated by an alley, there shall be a side 
yard on the street side of such corner lot having a width of not 
less than ten feet. 

 
    c. If a side yard is otherwise provided it shall have a width of not 

less than three feet. 
 
   3. Rear Yard: None required (see Chapter 9, Section 902., Article 

902.3. - Height Regulations) except that where a lot abuts a rural or 
residential zoning district whether or not separated by an alley, there 
shall be a rear yard having a depth of not less than 25 feet. 

 
ARTICLE 902.5. INTENSITY OF USE REGULATIONS:  
 
   1. Lot Area: Each lot shall have a minimum area of 6,000 square 

feet. 
 
  2. Lot Width: Each lot shall have a minimum width of 60 feet. 
 
  3. Lot Coverage: The maximum lot coverage shall be 60% of the lot 

area. 
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ARTICLE 902.6. PARKING REGULATIONS: The parking regulations are as provided in 
Chapter 11, Section 1102. hereof. 

   
ARTICLE 902.7. SIGN REGULATIONS: The sign regulations are as provided in Chapter 14, 

Section 1405. hereof. 
 
ARTICLE 902.8. LOADING AND UNLOADING REGULATIONS: The loading and 

unloading regulations are as provided in Chapter 11, Section 1103. hereof. 
 
ARTICLE 902.9. ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS: The additional regulations are as follows: 
 
   1. All uses except for parking, loading, unloading or storage shall be 

conducted within a completely enclosed building. 
 

  2. Any outdoor lighting shall be in conformance with provisions in 
Chapter 11, Section 1112. hereof.  Any outdoor lighting shall be 
placed so as to reflect light away from any adjoining rural or 
residential zoning district. *4 

 
   3. Site Enclosure and Screening Requirements: Industrial sites and/or 

uses shall be enclosed to provide effective site screening from 
adjoining properties, uses or streets as follows: 

 
    a. Adjacent to any rural or residential zone automobile parking 

shall be screened from view. 
 
    b. A solid masonry wall not less than six feet in height shall be 

required along and adjacent to any side or rear property line 
abutting any rural or residential zone boundary, or any alley 
abutting such zone boundary.  Further, any access gates shall 
be constructed of view-obscuring material to provide effective 
site screening. 

 
    c. The perimeter of any portion of a site not adjacent to a rural 

or residential zone boundary upon which any outdoor use of 
an industrial nature is permitted shall be enclosed to a height 
of not less than six feet by building walls, walls or fences of 
any view-obscuring material.  No outdoor industrial use or 
enclosure thereof shall encroach into any required setback 
area adjacent to any street, nor shall any storage products or 
materials exceed the height of any such enclosure. 

 
   4. All uses shall be maintained in such a manner that they are neither 

obnoxious nor offensive by reason of emission of odor, dust, smoke, 
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gas, noise, vibration, electromagnetic disturbance, radiation or other 
similar causes detrimental to the public health, safety or general 
welfare. 

 
5. In any multi-phase industrial project, all areas of a parcel which have 

been graded or the surface disturbed in any way, and which are not 
currently under development shall be revegetated or surfaced to 
minimize wind-blown dust by a plan approved by the Department of 
Planning and Development. *9 

 
6. All industrial development shall be subject to a plan of development 

approval as set forth in the provisions of this Ordinance. *11 
 

7. For industrial uses, which were developed prior to October 15, 1984, 
an as-built plan which requires a zoning clearance may serve as the 
plan of development.  When the owner or authorized agent wants to 
make a change to the property, this as-built plan indicating the 
changes may be submitted.  The zoning inspector may approve 
changes as long as any expansion is part of the existing land use, 
does not conflict with existing codes, does not exceed one hundred 
percent of the area of the original development, and does not 
adversely impact the surrounding areas or drainage conditions.    
These changes may include, but are hot limited to parking covers, 
interior remodeling, additions to the buildings or new building. *10  

 
ARTICLE 902.10. DELETED WITH TA2007016 EFFECTIVE 9-22-08 
 
   ARTICLE 902.11. DELETED WITH TA2007016 EFFECTIVE 9-22-08 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SECTION 903. IND-3 (Heavy Industrial Zoning District) *2 
 
ARTICLE 903.1. PURPOSE: The principal purpose of this zoning district is to provide for 

heavy industrial uses in locations which are suitable and appropriate, taking 
into consideration land uses on adjacent or nearby properties, access to a 
major street or highway, rail service or other means of transportation, and 
the availability of public utilities.  Principal uses permitted in this zoning 

Date of Revisions 
*1 Revised 3-29-71 **5 Added 10-15-84 
*2 Revised 4-9-79 *8 Revised 5-16-90 
*4 Revised 4-2-84 *9 Added 2-20-94 
*5 Revised 10-15-84 *10 Added 5-3-95 
  *11 Effective9-22-08 
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district include the industrial uses that are not permitted in any other zoning 
district. 

 
ARTICLE 903.2. USE REGULATIONS: A building or premise shall be used only for any 

industrial use not in conflict with any Ordinance of Maricopa County, and 
subject to procedural regulations as listed in Chapter 9, Section 903., Article 
903.11. herein. *4 

ARTICLE 903.3. HEIGHT REGULATIONS: The height of buildings shall not exceed 40 feet 
or three stories, except that the height of any building or structure closer 
than 40 feet to any rural or residential zone boundary shall not exceed the 
distance from said building or structure to the zone boundaries, except that 
no building need be less than ten feet in height.  Streets or alleys may be 
included in calculating distance. 

 
ARTICLE 903.4. YARD REGULATIONS: Yards are required as follows: 
 
   1. Front Yard: 
 
    a. All properties abutting a public street shall have an open 

setback area extending for the full width of the property.  This 
setback shall be parallel to the centerline of the street and 
shall be measured from the setback line or the ultimate 
right-of-way line of a local street, and shall be of a depth as 
indicated below: 

 
     1. Abutting any major street, section line road, State or 

Federal highway not less than 20 feet. 
 
     2. Abutting collector streets and midsection line roads not 

less than 15 feet. 
 
     3. Abutting local streets and interior streets of industrial 

subdivision not less than ten feet. 
 
    b. Where the frontage between two intersecting streets is 

located partly in the IND-3 Zoning District and partly in a rural, 
residential or commercial zoning district, there shall be a front 
yard equal to the front yard required in the adjoining rural, 
residential or commercial zoning district, but such yard need 
not exceed 25 feet in depth. 

   
  2. Side Yard: None required (see Chapter 9, Section 903., Article 

903.3. - Height Regulations) except that: 
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    a. Where a lot is adjacent to a rural or residential zoning district, 
there shall be a side yard on the side of the lot adjacent to 
such rural or residential zoning district having a width of not 
less than five feet. 

 
    b. Where a corner lot abuts a rural or residential zoning district 

whether or not separated by an alley, there shall be a side 
yard on the street side of such corner lot having a width of not 
less than ten feet. 

 
    c. If a side yard is otherwise provided it shall have a width of not 

less than three feet. 
 
   3. Rear Yard: None required (see Chapter 9, Section 903., Article 

903.3. - Height Regulations) except that where a lot abuts a rural or 
residential zoning district whether or not separated by an alley, there 
shall be a rear yard having a depth of not less than 25 feet. 

 
ARTICLE 903.5. INTENSITY OF USE REGULATIONS:   
 

1. Lot Area: Each lot shall have a minimum area of 6,000 square 
feet. 

 
   2. Lot Width: Each lot shall have a minimum width of 60 feet. 
 
   3. Lot Coverage: The maximum lot coverage shall be 60% of the lot 

area. 
 
ARTICLE 903.6. PARKING REGULATIONS: The parking regulations are as provided in 

Chapter 11, Section 1102. hereof. 
 
ARTICLE 903.7. SIGN REGULATIONS: The sign regulations are as provided in Chapter 14, 

Section 1405. hereof. 
 
ARTICLE 903.8. LOADING AND UNLOADING REGULATIONS: The loading and 

unloading regulations are as provided in Chapter 11, Section 1103. hereof. 
  
ARTICLE 903.9. ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS: The additional regulations are as follows: 

*1 
   1. A building or premise other than the residence, or one mobile home 

of the family of the operator or caretaker employed on the premise of 
a commercial or industrial use shall not be used for dwellings, mobile 
home parks, travel trailer parks, mobile home subdivisions and resort 
hotels. 
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   2. Any outdoor lighting shall be in conformance with provisions in 

Chapter 11, Section 1112. hereof.  Any outdoor lighting shall be 
placed so as to reflect light away from any adjoining rural or 
residential zoning district. *3 

 
   3. Site Enclosure and Screening Requirements: Industrial sites and/or 

uses shall be enclosed to provide effective site screening from 
adjoining properties, uses or streets as follows: 

 
    a. Adjacent to any rural or residential zone, automobile parking 

shall be screened from view. 
 
    b. A solid masonry wall, not less than six feet in height shall be 

required along and adjacent to any side or rear property line 
abutting any rural or residential zone boundary, or any alley 
abutting such zone boundary.  Further, any access gates shall 
be constructed of view-obscuring material to provide effective 
site screening. 

 
    c. The perimeter of any portion of a site not adjacent to a rural 

or residential zone boundary upon which any outdoor use of 
any industrial nature is permitted shall be enclosed to a height 
of not less than six feet by building walls, walls or fences of 
any view-obscuring material. No outdoor industrial use or 
enclosure thereof shall encroach into any required setback 
area adjacent to any street, nor shall any storage products or 
materials exceed the height of any such enclosure. 

 
   4. Signs shall be subject to the same provisions applying to signs when 

located in the IND-2 Zoning District. 
 
   5. In any multi-phase industrial project, all areas of a parcel which have 

been graded or the surface disturbed in any way, and which are not 
currently under development shall be revegetated or surfaced to 
minimize wind-blown dust by a method or plan approved by the 
Department of Planning and Development. *5 

 
6. All industrial development shall be subject to a plan of development 

approval as set forth in the provisions of this Ordinance. *7 
 
7. For industrial uses, which were developed prior to October 15, 1984, 

an as-built plan which requires a zoning clearance may serve as the 
plan of development.  When the owner or authorized agent wants to 
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make a change to the property, this as-built plan indicating the 
changes may be submitted.  The zoning inspector may approve 
changes as long as any expansion is part of the existing land use, 
does not conflict with existing codes, does not exceed one hundred 
percent of the area of the original development, and does not 
adversely impact the surrounding areas or drainage conditions.    
These changes may include, but are hot limited to parking covers, 
interior remodeling, additions to the buildings or new buildings. *6 

 
ARTICLE 903.10. DELETED WITH TA2007016 EFFECTIVE 9-22-08 
 
    
ARTICLE 903.11. DELETED WITH TA2007016 EFFECTIVE 9-22-08 
 
Date of Revisions 

*1 Revised 3-29-70 **4 Added 10-15-84 
*2 Revised 4-9-79 *5 Added 2-20-94 
*3 Revised 4-2-84 *6 Added 5-3-95 
*4 Revised 10-15-84 *7 Effective 9-22-08 

 




