
Ned has had a rough life. He came to Maricopa 

County Animal Care and Control (MCACC) in 

early April extremely emaciated, blind, with mus-

cle atrophy, dehydration, bad bowels, a cough, 

and a limp. He was basically a dead dog. What 

we didnôt count on was Nedôs will to live and his 

attitude.  

Ned transformed from a sickly dog who could 

barely walk to a very sweet, inquisitive dog who 

loves to move around. Ned won the staff over 

with his thumping tail and head butts for more 

attention when we would stop petting him.  

Ned was given medicine to battle his cough and 

Giardia. A full blood workup was done to test for 

valley fever and other diseases. Not to mention a 

lot of food and TLC. His tests came back nega-

tive, so we knew that most of his ailments were 

from lack of nutrition and care.  

Ned went into foster care in June and has been 

doing wonderfully. His foster mom even says he 

is starting to get 

chubby. He gets along 

great with his foster 

brother and sister. He 

has settled in so much 

to the family dynamic, that 

his foster mom has de-

cided to become his per-

manent mom and adopt him.  

MCACC strives to help all 

injured animals brought to 

them or found on the streets. 

We believe it is the humane 

thing to do ï to treat them, 

make them comfortable, and 

try to save their lives. Saving 

severely injured animals can be quite taxing on 

MCACC staff. It takes a lot of time, people and 

resources to fix these poor, injured animals. 

MCACC can always use help to treat animals like 

Ned.  
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Starved Dog no Longer Hungers for Love  

A professional photographer came in and took pictures of many of our dogs and cats. Here are some of their 

adorable pictures!  

 

From above: Ned upon 

intake at shelter; Ned  

two months later.  
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Animal First Aid Kit:  

First Aid Book 

Gauze Pads 

Bandages 

Cotton Tipped Applicators 

Muzzle 

Cold Pack 

Antiseptic Wipes 

Disposable Gloves 
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One of the many cats that have 
come through our doors need-
ing a new homeðhe got one! 

Veterinarianôs Corner: Year of the Cat 

The year of the cat.  Cats are cool, in a James Dean sort of way.  They do what 

they want to do not matter what it is you do to change their behavior.  Take your 

kitchen counter tops (every time one of the furry balls of love jumps up there, I 

shoo him down).  I clean up immediately after every meal to be sure neither is 

rewarded with scraps for jumping up on the counter.  I have booby trapped it for 

when I am not home to chase them off.  It has been an ongoing game for months 

now - the cats donôt care.  In some ways I think they think it is my odd way of 

showing them affection. 

My two cats must be too domesticated.  Have you ever heard or seen a feral cat 

make the same mistake more than once?  The one that was using the fence to 

get to the roof of my house to hang out on the second floor deck never returned 

after my husband jumped out in his óWolfman Jackô outfit.  We put packing tape 

upside down on the front and rear hood of the car to keep that cat from marking 

up the car (the tape is gone and the car has not had any more foot prints on the 

windows).  When I was trapping cats to get them sterilized, they learned from 

each other that even with the best food in it, the trap is not safe.  There are arti-

cles out there about T-N-R programs (when the ñRò used to mean rehome) relat-

ing that cats would somehow end up back in their home territory.  Just confirms 

that those feral cats are smarter than house cats. 

Would you like to know more about T-N-R programs?  It stands for Trap- Neuter-

Return.  Feral cats donôt come when you call. Itôs not because they donôt hear 

you.  They have never been socialized to humans.  When kittens are 3 to 8 

weeks old, that is the best time to learn about how loving people can be.  But if 

your mom lives in the wild, hunting lizards and birds and getting the occasional 

treat from Arbyôs trash bin, then you never learn that (even if at 12 weeks you get 

handled all the time by someone with soft caring hands).  They may do ok with a 

couple of people, but for the most part, they never become the kind of cat that 

you would adopt.  So they grow up feral like their mom.  Here in Arizona, a cat 

can have a litter of kittens every 3 months on average.  Each litter is 5 to 8 kit-

tens.  About half will not make it to adulthood due to disease and predation by 

bigger Arizona animals.  A kitten is sexually mature by 6 months of age.   You 

can do the math and see that in a very short time, if we humans donôt step in and 

do something, there will be a lot of hungry cats hanging around.  So a program 

was started.  Most likely it started in the 60ôs in a very small way but has become 

a big thing now.  Cats are trapped, taken to a veterinarian that will sterilize it, it 

gets a rabies vaccine (in most programs), and is identified by ñtippingò the left ear

- so that at a distance a person could recognize that the cat is sterile and release 

it from a trap if it is in one.  Once recovered, the cat is released in its home area.  

There is usually some person that monitors the welfare of the cats in an area by 

maintaining a feeding station.  The cats then prey on birds and lizards less 

(keeps those tree huggers happy).  Because this is the home territory for the 

cats, they keep out non-sterile cats. This means there are less kittens in the 

area.  The hope is that over time, there will be less feral cats in the area as they 

die off.  My only question is ï if some of them learn from other cats that getting 

into the trap is not safe, will we ever really end a feral cat problem?  

The Veterinarianôs Corner is written by Dr. Monika Durgin, MCACCôs Chief Veterinarian. 

Above: Domesticated 
cats Below: Feral cat 
colony; feral cat sur-
gery; feral cat colony 
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One of the many dogs MCACC 

has taken in needing a forever 

home.  

Spay and neuter 

your pets  

Get your dogs and cats 
spayed or neutered! 
MCACC takes in over 
55,000 animals a year, 
many of them unwanted 
kittens and puppies. 
These innocent animals 
have little chance of 
survival in our shel-
tersðthey need too 
much care. Please help 
us stop unnecessary 
euthanasiaðspay and 
neuter your pets! 
SNAP, MCACCôs Spay 
and Neuter Assistance 
Program, offers a free 
spay or neuter surgery 
for your cat or dog. 
Please visit us on the 
web at 
www.pets.maricopa.gov 
for more information.          

Preschool Students Give Big to the Animals  

Primrose Preschool students love animals. When one of their teachers talked to them about all the dogs and 

cats that didn't have nice, cozy homes like their pets did, the students wanted to do something to help. Every 

class decorated a cardboard donation box. They then set about filling the boxes up. The teachers were sur-

prised at how many donations their preschoolers brought in. The boxes filled up, and even overflowed.  

MCACC went to the school to pick up the donations. To our amazement, the wonderful donations didnôt all fit 

in the vehicle that was brought to the school! A big thank you to the students, teachers, and parents at Prim-

rose Preschool.   

The Great Southwest Scooter Fiesta  

October 23, 2010 10:00 a.m. ð3:00 p.m.  

Joesô Farm Grill 3000 E. Ray Road, Gilbert 

Primrose Preschoolers along with a shelter dog and some of their donations.  

A weekend get-together for scooter enthusiasts includ-

ing fun activities, great food, and  rides that supports 

the homeless animals of Maricopa County Animal Care 

and Control. The event is great for families, scooter 

enthusiasts, pet lovers, and non-riders alike.  Activities 

and contests include: Special Music by Surf Side IV; 

Kidôs Activities provided by ASU Art Museum; Raffles; 

Onsite pet adoptions through MCACCôs Mobile Pet 

Adoptions Bus; Great vendors; Terrific food, and more! 
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Rabies Clinic  

Specials: $20  

 

West and East Shelters  

 

Sunday       11 - 5:30 p.m.  

Tues  - Thurs  9 - 11 a.m. 

 

MCACC took in over 55,000  

dogs and cats last year. 

Please give one a good 

home!  

Awards Honor Hero Animals  

Have you ever thought about how animals 

change your life? Sometimes even save it? 

What about the ones that are suffering, but 

still manage to wag their tail and are happy 

to see you?  

Friends of Animal Care & Control (FACCs), 

a non-profit whose mission is to end eutha-

nasia of adoptable pets by raising funds to 

support MCACC, honors animals like that 

every year. The 8th Annual Hero Awards is 

on Saturday, October 23, 2010. The fund-

raising gala, at the Arizona Biltmore Resort 

& Spa,  pays special recognition to animals 

that have shown courage and strength in a 

time of crisis, provide a service to the com-

munity, or, who have saved the life of a hu-

man or another animal. To attend, call 602-

840-2843 or email mgable@azfaccs.org  

 

Dog Gone Happy  

Following is  a story about one of last yearôs 

heroes.  

Bam Bam was taken in 

by a man who quickly 

decided he didnôt have 

time or the interest to 

care for a dog. Upon first signs of illness, the 

shepherd mix was left to fend for himself 

outside. He quickly became too weak to 

walk and his owner decided to take him to 

the desert and shoot him. Thatôs when a well

-meaning family stepped up and offered to 

care for the sweet little pooch. After just $13 

of medicine, Bam Bam 

is now a goofy, happy 

and friendly puppy that 

has found a home that 

truly cares about his 

survival.  

 

Bam Bam getting his medallion at 

the 2009 Hero Awards.  

Dogs at MCACCôs two shelters were dog-gone happy this 

summer when Bret Pont, owner of Hobe Meats, donated 

over a hundred pounds of knuckle bones.  These larger 

bones are not big sellers, but Pont didnôt want the extra 

bones to go to waste.  So he decided to give the shelter 

dogs something fun and yummy to gnaw on to help pass the 

time while waiting for their forever homes.  And he is happy 

to keep the supply coming! 

In addition to keeping many tails wagging at the shelters, 

Hobe Meats also has a number of customers who use their 

fine meats, poultry and special, house-made veggie mix, to 

make fresh diets for their own dogs! Thank you, Mr. Pont, 

and everyone at Hobe Meats, for being true friends of 

homeless dogs in our community! 
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MCACC took in over 12,000  

cats last year. Please give 

one a good home!  

If youõd like to re-

ceive this newsletter 

electronically,  

please visit us at : 

www.pets.maricopa.

gov  

MCACC Needs Volunteers  

Maricopa County has many homeless 

animals. Have you ever wondered how 

you can be of aid?  Volunteer at Mari-

copa County Animal Care and Control!  

This is a great way to help our furry 

friends. You can give back in a variety 

of ways: become an adoption coun-

selor and help the dogs and cats find 

their forever homes; take pictures of 

them for our website; socialize dogs 

and cats by walking and playing with 

them.   

Besides volunteering at the shelter, you can help out 

at our mobile adoption events at various locations 

throughout the valley. You can become a foster 

parent and provide a temporary home for 

an animal (or two) until they are ready 

to go up for adoption. If you are good 

with a sewing machine, you can cut 

down old comforters and sew them to 

make individual doggie and kitty beds.  

Becoming a volunteer at MCACC is 

also a great place to meet people with 

the same love of animals. Everyone is 

working together to end the euthana-

sia of adoptable and treatable dogs 

and cats. For additional information 

about MCACC or the volunteer program, please 

visit our website at  www.pets.maricopa.gov. You 

can submit an online volunteer application and see 

a list of upcoming orientation dates. Help us save 

lives!  

Group Dog Walk and Kitty Cuddle  

Following is a letter from a volunteer who wanted to 

share her experience: On Tuesday, July 27, 2010, 

Midwest academic team Murch Magic had the op-

portunity to participate in a ñDog Walk and Kitty 

Cuddleò. We arrived at the shelter promptly at 9am 

to be greeted by Samantha, our volunteer coordina-

tor. Samantha welcomed us to the shelter and gave 

us an introduction of what to expect. After a tour of 

the facilities, we eagerly lined up with our leashes in 

hand while Samantha safely assisted the overly excited dogs out of their kennels. Once out on the 

grounds, each of us with a dog in tow (or a dog leading the way in some cases), walked, ran, fol-

lowed, and cuddled our joyous companions. I honestly have to say that these dogs loved not only 

the attention but the opportunity to go play outside! During the 2 hour event, we each had the oppor-

tunity to take at least 2 dogs outside to play. Samantha also mentioned that with our help and the 

help of the few regular volunteers they had there as well, every dog in the shelter would have the 

chance to get to play outside on that day. Success! As our time was wrapping up, we followed 

Samantha into the kitty room to pet the cats. Boy, were they sweet! While I know we all felt like we 

wanted to take at least one animal home as we were leaving, I can honestly say that today was a 

day where we could visibly see that we made a difference in the dogs and cats lives. And the bonus 

ï 2 of the dogs we got to walk were adopted by the time we were leaving!ò Kimberly M.  

Save a life and become 

forever loved ð come find 

your new furry friend at one 

of our shelters.  
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One of the lucky cats to 

find a new home at MCACC  

this year.  
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Help us control the pet 

overpopulation problem. 

Get your pet spayed or 

neutered!  

 

Maricopa County Home and Garden Show Success  

Great news! We have a new way to raise additional funds for MCACC. The DAILY DEAL USA 

will donate up to 8% to us on every DAILY DEAL purchase you make. The DAILY DEAL USA 

offers one incredible deal a day from local businesses at 50% to 95% off the regular price.  To 

subscribe, simply go to www.dailydealusa.com and enter your email address and zip code 

and you will start to receive THE DAILY DEAL offer in your e-mail.  When you make your first 

purchase, select us as your charity and they will make a donation on the purchase you just 

made as well as all your future purchases. This is a great way to get fantastic deals and raise 

money for our organization. Be sure to pass this on to friends and family and have them select 

us as their charity of choice! 

This past August, MCACC was the non-profit partner 

for the Maricopa County Home and Garden Show at 

The University of Phoenix Stadium. Basically, if a per-

son brought an item to donate to MCACC, they re-

ceived a ticket to get into the Home Show free. Around 

1,500 people lined up with bags of dog food, toys, cat 

litter, treats, collars, leashes and more. The mobile 

adoption bus was also at the show. 10 animals found 

their forever homes with show goers. Many more peo-

ple donated money to the shelter on their way out of 

the show. A big thank you to the Home Show and 

MCACCôs wonderful volunteers.  

Dangerous Foods For Your Pet:  

 

 Mushrooms   Chocolate   Macadamia Nuts  

 Grapes    Raisins    Onions  

 Garlic    Coffee (any caffeine)  Alcohol  

http://www.dailydealusa.com
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Tune in and catch 

our animals on TV 

and the radio!  

Every Saturday on 

Channel 12 at 8:35 

a.m. 

Every other 

Thursday on 

Channel 12 at 1:35 

p.m. 

Every last Tuesday 

of the month on 

KOOL radio 94.5 

FM 

The 2nd and 4th 

Thursday of the 

month on Channel 

15 at 11:00 a.m.  

Every Wednesday 

on 98.7 the Peak at 

6:30 a.m. 

You can also find 

them online at 

ktar.com  
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While MCACC was originally founded for the 

purpose of catching and killing stray animals to 

prevent the spread of rabies and other diseases, 

the population growth in Maricopa County has 

resulted in an ever increasing number of healthy 

and treatable dogs and cats looking to MCACC to 

find them homes.   As a ñspecial revenue fundò 

within Maricopa County, MCACC is responsible 

for generating funds for both its mandated and 

non-mandated services.  

By becoming a donor of your dollars, your time, 

or by holding a donation drive, you can help en-

sure that MCACC can provide the care and ser-

vices that will ultimately make it possible to reach 

the goal of eliminating the euthanasia of healthy 

and treatable pets by 2012. 

Ways to Help the Animals  
Please send me information about the following 

How to Volunteer 

How to Donate 

Information on: _________________________   

Name: ____________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________ 

City/State: ____________________ Zip: _________ 

Email: _____________________________________ 

____ Yes, I would like to receive your email newsletter! 

Mail to: MCACC Community Relations 

2500 S. 27th Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85009 

 

Call or email us and weôll bring the     

Mobile Pet Bus to your business or 

neighborhood!  

602-506-8995                                     

llong@mail.maricopa.gov   

December 11, 10:00 am  

 Run in a sea of Santas!  

 Timed run, Christmas Bazaar, 

 Santaõs Pet Village (with more than 

 25 rescue groups), and more!  

 EVENTS: 12K or 6K RUN  

     1.2K TEAM SLED RUN  

 Freestone District Park, Gilbert    

 SE Corner of Lindsay and Juniper   (Just South of Guadalupe)  

Check out the 12K's of Christmas website for more information and to regis-

ter! www.12krun.com  or call 480 - 609 - 3978. (A portion of the proceeds goes to 

the support of MCACC)  

http://www.12krun.com


Visit one our Animal Care Centers! 
 

West Valley Care Center    
2500 S. 27th Ave.                

Phoenix, AZ 85009              
 

East Valley Care Center 
2630 W. 8th St. 
Mesa, AZ 85201 

Phone: 602-506-PETS (7387) 
 

E-mail: ahollis@mail.maricopa.gov 

MCACCôs new approach to delivering animal care and control services reflects the 

delicate balance that exists between animal welfare and animal control. We strive to be 

proactive and offer programs to prevent problems before they occur. It is our vision to 

reduce the dangers and nuisances caused by irresponsible pet ownership and to pro-

tect pets from abuse, neglect and homelessness.  

Our mission is to promote and protect the health, safety and welfare of people and pets 

in Maricopa County.  

 Serving neighborhoods, families and pets one by one  

Friends of Animal 
Care and Control  
 
Our mission is to end euthana-
sia of healthy and adoptable 
dogs and cats in our commu-
nity by raising funds to support 
the special programs of Mari-
copa County Animal Care and 
Control.  
 
P.O. Box 80739 
Phoenix, AZ 85060 
 
602-626-5073 
 
Visit us at: www.azfaccs.org 
 

Weôre on the web! 

www.pets.maricopa.gov 

MCACC offers a multitude of services to assist you and your pets: 

 - Adoption of cats and dogs 

 - Spay/Neuter programs 

 - Licensing 

 - Rabies vaccinations 

 - Lost and found shelter care 

 - Stray dog pick up 

 - Microchips 

 - Opportunities to volunteer and become foster care givers  
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Friends of Animal Care and Control Thrift Store  

�7�K�H���)�$�&�&�V���W�K�U�L�I�W���V�K�R�S���V�H�O�O�V���D���Z�L�G�H���Y�D�U�L�H�W�\���R�I���J�H�Q�W�O�\���X�V�H�G���L�W�H�P�V�����3�U�R�F�H�H�G�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���V�D�O�H�V���I�X�Q�G���0�&�$�&�&�¶�V��

valuable programs.  

FACCs Thrift Shop  

12625 N. Cave Creek Road (North of Thunderbird)  

Phoenix, AZ 85022  

602 - 923 - 6914  

Store hours: Monday - Saturday 10am �² 4pm                                                

        Tuesday and Thursday open until 6:00 pm  

Do you love animals? Do you have some items that you'd like to 

donate to charity? Please donate them to the FACCs thrift shop! The store is currently accepting the fol-

lowing gently used items:  

 

-  Clothing, purses, jewelry, shoes  -  Household items (lamps, linens, bedspreads)  

-  Dishes, glassware, utensils   -  Kitchen and office appliances  

-  Furniture -  indoor and outdoor   -  Computers, printers, software   

-  -  Books      -  Artwork  

-  Tools                                                                 -  �&�H�O�O���S�K�R�Q�H�V�����3�'�$�¶�V��������������������������������������������

-  Children's clothing and toys (no furniture or car seats please)  

For a large item (or large amount), call us to arrange a free pick up at (602) 996 -7399.  

�)�$�&�&�¶�V���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���L�V���W�R���H�Q�G���H�X�W�K�D�Q�D�V�L�D���R�I���K�H�D�O�W�K�\���D�Q�G���D�G�R�S�W�D�E�O�H���G�R�J�V���D�Q�G���F�D�W�V���L�Q��

our community by raising funds to support the programs of Maricopa County Animal Care and 

Control.  


