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Cross Section for Seepage Pit 
 
 

9” minimum 
backfill plus 
2” additional 
material for 
mounding 
over the 
excavation 
for drainage 
control 

Finished Grade 

Removable, screw-on or 
slip-on cap 

Minimum 2” aggregate 
over inlet pipe, level 
through the pit  

Aggregate: ¾” to 2 ½” 
diameter, screened & 
washed, offering 30% or 
more void space, up to 2” 
above distribution pipe, 
level throughout pit 

NOTE: TANK PLUMBING SHOULD 
NOT BE CONNECTED TO HOUSE 
PRIOR TO INSPECTION 

These diagrams are for example purposes 
only; they are not to TRUE scale. 

From septic 
tank or D-box 

Effective depth is the 
distance below the 
distribution pipe to the 
bottom of the pit 

5’ of backfill 
material after 
conducting pit 
test, before 
installing 
perforated pipe 
and aggregate 

Diameter: Minimum 4’, Maximum 6’, must be the same top to bottom 

Undisturbed native soil 

Overall depth to be 
5’ less than the 
depth of the pit 
performance test. 
Seepage pits to be 
bored 5’ deeper than 
the proposed depth 
to verify underlying 
material. Backfill with 
5’ of low permeability 
drill cuttings or other 
suitable material 
prior to installing 
disposal pipe and 
aggregate 

Perforated 4” diameter 
sewer pipe 

4” sanitary tee 

Solid 4” diameter sewer pipe 

12” maximum cover to cap Landscape filter cloth, 
geotextile, or similar 
porous material 


