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SECTION 1501. VIOLATION, PENALTY AND ENFORCEMENT 
 
ARTICLE 1501.1. PURPOSE:  This chapter identifies what constitutes a violation of this 

Ordinance, establishes penalties and remedies, and authorizes 
enforcement procedures.  

 
ARTICLE 1501.2. DEFINITIONS 
 
1501.2.1. Hearing Officer: The individual(s) appointed by the Maricopa County Board of 

Supervisors to hear and decide all civil proceedings established by any Ordinance, 
regulation, or provision enacted or adopted by the Board of Supervisors under the 
authority granted by ARS Title 11, Chapter 6 County Planning and Zoning. 

 
1501.2.2. Zoning Inspector: The Director of the Maricopa County Planning and 

Development Department or his/her designated representative. 
 
ARTICLE 1501.3. ZONING INSPECTION AND ENFORCEMENT 
 
1501.3.1. Duties: The enforcing officer of this Ordinance shall be the Zoning Inspector, 

and it shall also be the duty of the Sheriff of Maricopa County and of all officers 
of said County otherwise charged with the enforcement of law to enforce the 
provisions of the Ordinance.  However, the Zoning Inspector: 

 
 1. Shall receive application for zoning clearance as required by this 

Ordinance. 
 
 2. May examine premises for which zoning clearances have been requested. 
 
 3. May make necessary inspections to secure compliance with the provisions 

of this Ordinance. 
 
 4. Shall when requested by the Board of Supervisors, or when the interests 

of Maricopa County so required, make investigations in connection with 
any matter referred to in this Ordinance and render written reports 
thereof. 

 
5. Shall further issue such notices or orders as may be necessary for the 

purpose of enforcing compliance with the provisions of this Ordinance. 
 
1501.3.2. Inspections: See Item 1501.3.1.3. *1, **2 
 
1501.3.3. The Zoning Inspector may adopt rules and procedures consistent with this 

Ordinance for the implementation thereof. *1, *2 
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1501.3.4. The Zoning Inspector shall keep careful and comprehensive records of 
applications for zoning clearances, of inspections made, of reports rendered, and 
of notices or orders issued.  He shall further retain on file copies of all papers in 
connection with zoning clearances for such time as may be required by law. *1, *2 

 
1501.3.5. Reports: See Item 1501.3.1.4. **1 
 
1501.3.6. Permits for uses, buildings or purposes where the same would be in conflict with 

the regulations of this Ordinance shall not be issued and any such permit if 
issued in conflict with the regulations of this Ordinance shall be null and void. *1 

 

Date of Revisions 

*1 Revised 12-30-74 *2 Revised 10-3-77 

**1 Deleted 12-30-74 **2 Added 10-3-77 

 

SECTION 1502. VIOLATION 
 
ARTICLE 1502.1.  

 
It shall be unlawful to erect, construct, reconstruct, alter or use any building or 
structure within a zoning district without first obtaining a building permit. 

 
ARTICLE 1502.2.  

 
It shall be unlawful to erect, construct, reconstruct, alter or use any land within a 

zoning 
district in violation of any regulation or any provision of any Ordinance pertaining 
thereto. 

 
ARTICLE 1502.3.   

 
Any such violation shall constitute a public nuisance. 
 

SECTION 1503.   PENALTY 
 
ARTICLE 1503.1. CRIMINAL:  Any person, firm, or corporation determined to be in 

violation of any such Ordinance or any part thereof, is guilty of a class 2 
misdemeanor.  Each and every day during which the illegal erection, 
construction, reconstruction, alteration, maintenance or use continues is a 
separate offense. 

 
ARTICLE 1503.2. CIVIL:  Any person, firm, or corporation determined to be in violation of 

any such Ordinance or any part thereof, is guilty of a civil penalty.  Each 
and every day during which the illegal erection, construction, 
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reconstruction, alteration, maintenance or use continues is a separate 
offense.  Civil penalties shall not exceed the amount of the maximum fine 
for a class 2 misdemeanor.  If an alleged violator is served with a 
notice of violation, he shall not be subject to a criminal charge arising out 
of the same facts. 

 
ARTICLE 1503.3. OTHER REMEDIES:  If any building or structure is or is proposed to be 

erected, constructed, reconstructed, altered, maintained or used or any 
land is or is proposed to be used in violation of any Ordinance, regulation, 
or provision enacted or adopted by the Board of Supervisors under ARS 
Title 11 Chapter 6 County Planning and Zoning, the Board of Supervisors, 
County Attorney, Zoning Inspector, or any adjacent or neighboring 
property owner who is specially damaged by the violation, in addition to 
the other remedies provided by law, may institute injunction, mandamus, 
abatement or any other appropriate action or proceedings to prevent or 
abate or remove the unlawful erection, construction, reconstruction, 
alteration, maintenance or use. 

 

SECTION 1504. ENFORCEMENT 
 
ARTICLE 1504.1. WITHHOLDING OF PERMITS:  The Zoning inspector shall withhold the 

issuance of any and all permits when it appears that the proposed 
erection, construction, reconstruction, alteration, maintenance or use does 
not fully conform to any Ordinance, regulation, or provision enacted or 
adopted by the Board of Supervisors under ARS Title 11 Chapter 6 County 
Planning and Zoning. 

 
ARTICLE 1504.2. CRIMINAL:  The Zoning Inspector in consultation with County Attorney 

is authorized to develop any rules, procedures, processes and forms 
necessary to implement criminal proceedings under any ordinance, 
regulation, or provision enacted or adopted by the Board of Supervisors 
under ARS Title 11 Chapter 6 County Planning and Zoning. 

 
ARTICLE 1504.3. CIVIL:  The Board of Supervisors hereby establishes the position of 

Hearing Officer to hear and decide all civil proceedings established by any 
Ordinance, regulation, or provision enacted or adopted by the Board of 
Supervisors under ARS Title 11 Chapter 6 Planning and Zoning.*31 

 
ARTICLE 1504.3.1  
 

A. Hearing Officer The individual (s) appointed by the Maricopa County Board of 
Supervisors to hear and decide all civil proceedings established 
by any ordinance, regulation, or provision enacted or adopted 
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by the Board of Supervisors under the authority granted by 
ARS Title 11, Chapter 6 County Planning and Zoning. 

 
B. Zoning Inspector The Director of the Maricopa County Planning and 

Development Department or his/her designated 
representative. 

 
ARTICLE 1504.3.2 NOTICE 
 

 Notice of the hearing shall be personally served on the alleged violator by 
the zoning inspector at least five days prior to the hearing.  If the zoning 
inspector is unable to personally serve the notice, the notice may be 
served in the same manner prescribed for alternative methods of service 
by the Arizona rules of civil procedure.  A notice served upon the alleged 
violator other than by personal service shall be served at least thirty days 
prior to the hearing. 

 
 The notice shall include information regarding the alleged violator’s right 

to be represented by counsel or other designated representative and that 
failure of the alleged violator to provide timely written notification of an 
election to be represented by counsel or other designated representative 
constitutes a waiver of that right. 

 
ARTICLE 1504.3.3 DISCOVERY, SUBPOENA POWER*34 
 

A. No pre-hearing discovery shall be permitted absent extraordinary 
circumstances. 
 

B. The Hearing Officer may, upon application by a party and good 
cause shown, issue a subpoena for the production of documents or 
to compel the appearance of a witness. 
 

C. The subpoenas shall be served and, on application to the superior 
court, enforced in the manner provided by law for the service and 
enforcement of subpoenas in civil matters. 

 
ARTICLE 1504.3.4 CONTINUANCE 
 

The hearing officer may, upon any motion of any party or on its own 
motion, continue the hearing for a period not exceeding 60 days, if it 
appears that the interests of justice so require.  Absent extraordinary 
circumstances, no hearing shall be continued by the hearing officer 
without notice to both parties.  The hearing officer, or his/her designated 
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administrative assistant, shall notify both parties in writing of the new 
hearing date. 

 
ARTICLE 1504.3.5 CONDUCT OF HEARING 
 

A. The hearing officer may administer oaths and affirmations to witnesses. All 
testimony shall be given under oath. *34 

 
B. The hearing officer may, on his own motion, call and examine witnesses, 

including the defendant.  No person may be examined at a hearing except 
by the hearing officer, the defendant’s attorney or designated 
representative, the zoning inspector or county attorney. 

 
C. The Arizona rules of evidence shall not apply before the hearing officer. 

Any evidence offered may be admitted subject to a determination by the 
hearing officer that the offered evidence is relevant and material and has 
some probative value to a fact at issue.  This is not to be construed as 
abrogating any statutory provision relating to privileged communications. 

 
D. All witnesses for the county’s case in chief, other than the defendant, shall 

be required to testify prior to the defendant being required to testify or to 
produce evidence.  However, a witness not called to testify in the county’s 
case in chief may be called in rebuttal to testify to an issue raised by the 
defense. 

 
E. The order of proceedings shall be as follows: 

1. Testimony of county’s witnesses. 
2. Testimony of defense witnesses. 
3. Testimony of county’s rebuttal witnesses, if any. 
4. Testimony of defense rebuttal witnesses, if any. 
5. Argument of the parties or their counsel or designated representative, if 

permitted by the hearing officer. 
6. Ruling by the hearing officer.  The ruling may include the findings, 

conclusions and opinion of the hearing officer. 
 

F. A record of the proceedings shall be made by audiotape.  In addition, a 
record of the proceedings may be made by a court reporter, if provided by 
the defendant at the defendant’s expense. 

 
G. If no witness for the county, excluding defendant appears at the time set 

for the hearing, the hearing officer shall dismiss the complaint unless the 
hearing officer, for good cause shown, continues to another date. 
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H. If the defendant fails to appear or be represented at the time set for the 
hearing, the allegations of the complaint shall be deemed admitted.  If it 
appears from the face of the complaint that the defendant is in active 
military service, no default judgment may be entered.  In such case, the 
hearing officer may notify the defendant’s commanding officer, if known, 
of the defendant’s failure to appear. 

 
ARTICLE 1504.3.6 CIVIL PENALTIES 
 

If the defendant, after default or hearing, is found responsible the hearing 
officer shall enter judgment for the county, impose civil sanction and 
report the judgment to the zoning inspector.  The defendant shall 
normally correct the violation (s) within 30 days from the hearing date. 
The hearing officer shall outline in the judgment a non-compliance and 
daily civil penalty to accrue, should the violation not be abated by the 
compliance date specified by the hearing officer. 

 
ARTICLE 1504.3.7 RIGHT TO APPEAL 
 

Immediately following judgment and imposition of civil sanction after 
hearing or default, the hearing officer shall deliver to the defendant a 
written notice of his right to appeal to the Board of Adjustment.  Such 
notice shall state that a right to appeal exists, the applicable time limit, 
and the location and manner of filing the notice of appeal, and shall refer 
the defendant to the rules governing the appeal process to the Board of 
Supervisors. *32 

 
ARTICLE 1504.3.8 RECORD ON APPEAL 
 

The review shall be limited to the record of proceedings before the 
hearing officer and no new evidence shall be introduced.  The record of 
proceedings shall include all pleadings and orders in the hearing officer’s 
file, copies of all evidence submitted at the hearing, and a copy of the 
audiotape of the hearing.  If the Board of Adjustment determines that a 
transcript of the audiotape is necessary, a transcript shall be prepared at 
the county’s expense.  A trial de novo (new trial) is not permitted. *32 

 
ARTICLE 1504.3.9 NOTICE OF REVIEW 
 

Upon receipt of the record from the hearing officer, the Board of 
Adjustment Recording Secretary shall place on the Board of Supervisor’s 
Agenda and shall mail the parties written notice of the time and place of 
the hearing.  The notice shall be mailed not less than 5 days prior to the 
meeting at which the matter will be heard. *32 
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ARTICLE 1504.3.10 REVIEW OF HEARING 
 

The review shall be limited to an administrative review only.  After 
consideration of the appeal and review of the record the Board of 
Adjustment may affirm the action of the hearing officer or decide that 
some procedural error existed and remand for further proceedings. *32 

 
ARTICLE 1504.3.11 APPEAL TO SUPERIOR COURT 

 
Judicial review of the Board of Adjustment’s decision shall be pursuant to 
Arizona revised Statutes Title 12, Chapter 7, Article 6. *32 

 
ARTICLE 1504.3.12  
 

The Zoning Inspector in consultation with the Hearing Officer is authorized 
to develop any other rules, procedures, processes and forms necessary to 
implement civil proceedings under any Ordinance, regulation, or provision 
enacted or adopted by the Board of Supervisors under ARS Title 11 Chapter 
6 County Planning and Zoning. 

 
ARTICLE 1504.4. ADMINISTRATIVE:  The Zoning Inspector is authorized to develop any 

other rules, procedures, processes and forms necessary to implement any 
other enforcement action under any Ordinance, regulation, or provision 
enacted or adopted by the Board of Supervisors under ARS Title 11 
Chapter 6 County Planning and Zoning.  

 
ARTICLE 1504.5. ZONING CLEARANCE:*1,**2,*5,*8It shall be unlawful to construct, alter, 

repair or improve, remove or demolish, or to commence the creation, 
construction, alteration, removal or demolition of a building, structure or 
use without first filing with the Zoning Inspector an application in writing 
and obtaining a Zoning Clearance, except that such clearance shall not be 
required for:  

 
1. A non-habitable accessory building or structure that is a single 

story and no greater than 200 square feet in floor area. *35 
 

2. Fences or walls with an overall maximum finished height of six 
feet or less, unless said fence: 
 
a. Is part of a pool barrier; 

 
b. Serves to retain soil greater than 18 inches, as measured 

vertically from finished grade; 
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c. Is associated with any hillside development; 

 
d. Is used as a corral; 

 
e. Is the primary use of the property, or 

 
f. Is on a corner lot abutting a key lot as outlined in Section 

601, Article 601.2.12 of this Ordinance.  
 

3. A project that consists solely of the grading and/or paving of a 
recorded public ingress/egress easement located within a non-
hillside area or a hillside roadway area which was disturbed prior to 
October 4, 2001, in which case the Department shall only require a 
Zoning Clearance for the area located within the boundaries of the 
easement. To demonstrate entitlement to this exception, the 
applicant shall provide a copy of the recorded easement and, if 
applicable, shall verify that any hillside roadway disturbance existed 
prior to October 4, 2001. In the event a grading and paving project 
involves an ingress/egress easement over land located within 
undisturbed hillside or within hillside disturbance that occurred 
after October 4, 2001, the applicant shall demonstrate compliance 
with the Hillside Regulations as outlined in Section 1201 of this 
Ordinance. *33 

 
ARTICLE 1504.6. LIMITATION OF THE ZONING CLEARANCE: *2, *6, *30 A Zoning 

Clearance shall not be issued for any building or structure on any lot or 
parcel unless the owner of the subject lot or parcel guarantees access to 
Maricopa County personnel and appropriate emergency service providers 
for the purposes of building inspections, zoning enforcement and the 
provision of emergency services and any and all public utilities servicing 
the site.  An owner or his agent, by signing an application for a building 
permit, guarantees such access.  

 
ARTICLE 1504.7. EXPIRATION OF ZONING CLEARANCES: *3 
 
1504.7.1. Any Zoning Clearance authorized under the terms of this Ordinance shall expire 

and be considered void under the following circumstances: 
 
 1. Six months from the effective date of the Zoning Clearance provided the 

use or authorized building construction to accommodate the use have not 
actually commenced. 
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 2. If the Building Permit (for which the Zoning Clearance issuance was a 
requirement) expires for any reason. 

 
 3. If the provisions of this Ordinance, under which the Zoning Clearance was 

originally issued, are amended such that the use would not meet the 
amended provisions, provided the construction or use has not actually 
commenced under valid Building Permit issuance, and provided a 
minimum of six months actually elapsed since the issuance of the Zoning 
Clearance. 

 
1504.7.2. If a Zoning Clearance is expired, it shall be necessary to re-apply for a new 

Zoning Clearance in accordance with Chapter 15, Section 1504, Article 1504.5. 
herein, which shall be reviewed under the Ordinance provisions in effect at the 
time of the re-application. 

 
ARTICLE 1504.8 DEVELOPMENT REVIEW: *4  Prior to the issuance of a permanent 

Certificate of Occupancy for all buildings to be occupied by the public and/or 
a permanent final inspection for construction of a single-family residence or 
duplex, construction and/or development within the unincorporated area 
shall be in compliance with all conditions and plans approved by the Board 
of Supervisors, Board of Adjustment, and Zoning Clearances issued by staff.  
The Zoning Inspector shall enforce this section in the following manner: 

 
1504.8.1. Enforce all conditions of approval by the Board of Supervisors or the Board of 

Adjustment. 
 
1504.8.2. Withhold authorization for a permanent Certificate of Occupancy or permanent 

final inspection for any construction or development that has not complied with 
the conditions or plans approved by the Board of Supervisors, Board of 
Adjustment, and staff in the issuance of Zoning Clearances for Building Permit 
purposes.  The Zoning Inspector may authorize the Chief Building Official to 
issue a permanent Certificate of Occupancy or permanent final inspection without 
posting the bond required in Chapter 15, Section 1504., Article 1504.8.3.  Said 
authorization may only be given if: 

 
  1. The value of the incomplete site improvements is less than $5,000; 
 

2. No hazard to public health, safety and welfare would result; and 
 

3. Written confirmation by the owner that he will complete the required site 
improvements within a stated and acceptable time frame has been 
provided.   
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Failure to complete the improvements as indicated in writing shall be treated as 
a zoning violation in accordance with Sections 1501 through 1503 of this 
Ordinance. 

  
1504.8.3. Allow a temporary Certificate of Occupancy for all buildings to be occupied by the 

public or a temporary final inspection for construction of a single-family 
residence or duplex if financial guarantees in the form of a bond is provided to 
the County.  An acceptable bond would be payable to the County in the full 
amount of the improvement(s) yet to be completed.  The Bond must specify a 
date for the completion of the improvement(s), which shall be no later than one 
year from the date of issuance.  The term of the bond shall be as approved by 
the Zoning Inspector and may be extended for an additional year upon 
application.  If the work is not done by the specified date, the County will cash 
the bond and deposit the funds in the County's General Fund.  In addition, the 
County has the authority to require the owner to complete the improvements or 
vacate the structure until the improvements are complete.  Notwithstanding any 
of the above, the Zoning Inspector may deny a temporary occupancy when he 
has determined that a hazard to public health, safety, or general welfare may 
result.  

 
Date of Revisions 

*1 Revised 12-30-74 *30 Effective 6-7-98 

*2 Added 12-30-74 *31 Effective 4-9-05 

**2 Added 10-3-77 *32 Effective 11-03-10 - TA2010009 

*3 Added 5-16-90 *33 Effective 3-16-11 – TA2010020 

*4 Added 6-6-91 *34 Effective 9-28-11 TA2011005 

*5 Effective 1-19-01 *35 Effective 12-14-11 – TA2011019 

*6 Revised 10-3-77   

*8 Effective 9-18-10   

 



MARICOPA COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE 
 Chapter 16 – Fees 
 

Chapter 16  -  Page 1 

SECTION 1601. PURPOSE  
 
ARTICLE 1601.1. PURPOSE:  To consolidate in one location in the Ordinance all regulations 

relating to fees, fines and penalties.  This Article establishes the amounts and 
types of fees, fines and penalties to be charged. 

 
FEE TYPE DESCRIPTION 

(per offense & 
conviction) 

MINIMUM FEE 
 BY USE 

MINIMUM FEE 
BY USE 

  SINGLE FAMILY ALL OTHER USES 
 

Civil Fines Initial $100 $300 
 Initial Non-compliance $200 $500 
 Daily Non-compliance $20 $30 
 Recurrence $300 $500 
Criminal Fines  

 
Class 2 
MISDEMEANOR 

Class 2 
MISDEMEANOR 

Investigation Fee Charged when  
compliance achieved 
by administrative means 

Amount equal to  
permit or application 
fee 

Amount equal to  
permit or application  
fee 

 

SECTION 1602. FEES 
 
ARTICLE 1602.1. FEES: *3, *4,  *5,  *6,  *8,  *7,  ***9,  ***10,  ***11,  **12,  *13,  *15,  *16,  *23,  *24 *25 *26 The 

following fees shall be charged with no provision for refund: 
  

FEE TYPE FEE 
Plan of Development $1,200 + $100 per acre or portion there of 

Maximum Fee – $50,000 
Zoning Change*23 with overlay $3,000 + $100 per acre or portion there of 

Maximum fee - $50,000 
Zone Change $1,200 + $100 per acre or portion there of 

Maximum Fee - $50,000 
Special Use Permit $3,000 + $100 per acre or portion there of - 

Maximum fee - $50,000 
Special Use Permit and Military Compatibility Permit 
 

$3,000 + $100 per acre or portion thereof  
Maximum Fee - $50,000 

Request for Use Compatibility and Consistency 
Determination (UCCD)  
 

$50 per UCCD request 

Special Use Permit for mobile home/manufactured  
home in rural zoning district 

$250 

Text Amendments $1,000 per Section 
Maximum Fee - $5,000 

Change to zoning case in process $100 for each occurrence in process 
Comprehensive Plan Amendments, Development  $2,000 + $20 per acre or portion there of 
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Master Plans and major Development Master Plan  
amendments 

Maximum fee - $100,000 

Minor Development Master  
Plan amendments 

$1,500 + $10 per acre or portion there of 
Maximum fee - $30,000 

Minor Amendments to approved site plans for Special 
Use Permits, Plans of Development, and Unit Plans of 
Development 

$750 + $100 per acre or portion there of 
Maximum fee - $5,000 

Modification of Stipulation 
 
 

$500 per stipulation 
Minimum fee - $1,000 
Maximum fee - $5,000 

Major Amendments to approved site plans for Special
Use Permits, Plans of Development, and Unit Plans of 
Development 

Charged same as original application fee 

Zoning Clearance Residential - $100 
Commercial - $250 

Continuance of public hearing 
An additional fee shall be charged for any continuance 
a public hearing granted by the Commission at the 
request of a petitioner or petitioner’s representative. 

$250 

Pre-application meeting fee $100 
 

Date of Revisions 
*3 Revised 1-3-72 *15 Revised 8-21-94 
*4 Revised 3-22-76 *16 Added 11-6-95 
*5 Revised 3-12-84, Effective 4-1-84 *19 Effective 5-15-98 
*6 Revised 1-7-85 *20 Effective 6-21-98 
*7 Revised 4-1-85 *22 Effective 9-17-99 
*8 Revised 7-1-85 *23 Effective 3-31-00 

***9 Renumbered 8-4-86 *24 Deletion of Slight Refinements & revisions, effective 2-
7-03 

***10 Renumbered 12-7-87 *25 Effective 6-20-07 
***11 Renumbered 2-6-89 *26 Effective 9-22-08 
**12 Renumbered 8-23-90   
*13 Revised 8-1-91   

 
GRADING AND DRAINAGE Fee Schedule 

Grading and Drainage provisions for Maricopa County, Arizona 
 
 
The following fees shall be charged for the processing of plan reviews, drainage clearances, appeals, drainage 
variances, and performance bonds with no provision for refund.  In accordance with Article 1205.3.3.7 of the 
Drainage provisions for Maricopa County, the Drainage Administrator may adopt directives for the effectuation 
of this fee schedule. 
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PLANNING AND ZONING 
Area Master Plans (Including Development Master Plans 
(If concurrent review of DMP, and Plats, lower fee is waived) Up to 640 Acres $6,000
Plans over 640 Acres + $10 / ac.
Maximum Total $80,000
 
Plan Amendments (for which a Drainage Review is required by Planning 
Services) up to 640 Acres $3,000
Plans over 640 Acres + $5 / ac 
Maximum Total $40,000 
 
Zoning Case and UPD Review (without precise plan entitlements) $60 
 
Plan of Development Review (with precise plan entitlements) including Special  
Use plans (except SFR Special uses)  $1,000 
 + $500 ac 
Maximum Total  $11,000 
 
Minor Amendment to a Plan of Development including Special Use plans (except  
SFR special uses) Including Billboards, WCF or Cellular Sites, and non-livable  
buildings on Sites disturbing less than 1 acre  $650 
 
SUP – Modification of Stipulations  $60 
 
Special Use plan for Single Family Residential (SFR) – Including Modification of  
Stipulations or Amendments  $210 
 
Pre-Application Review and Meetings  
 

$150 

SUBDIVISIONS 
Subdivisions - Preliminary Plats  $2000 + $200/ac 
Maximum Total  $34,000 
 
Subdivisions - Final Plat  $1000 + $25/ac 
Maximum Total  $10,000 
 
Re-Plat for Note Corrections or Easement Adjustments without Drainage Impacts  $60 
Other Corrections  $1,000 + $25 ac 
Maximum  $10,000 
 
DEVELOPMENT CONSTRUCTION PLANS 
Commercial & Industrial Sites and Uses, Multi-family Residential, 
Subdivision   
Infrastructure, Schools, Golf Courses and Other Recreational Facilities,  
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Non-Exempted Municipal, Special Districts, Churches, and all other precise plans  $2,000 +$250 ac 
Maximum  $42,000 
Inspections for Permits on Precise Plans1 with In-Progress Inspections Required  + $250 ea. 
Inspections for Permits on Precise Plans1 with a Final Inspection / As-builts 
Required  + $350 
Failed Inspection Fee  + $350 
 
Modification to Issued Permits on Precise Plans1  $2,000 + $125 ac 
Maximum Total  $22,000 
With Additional Inspections Required for Modified Permits on Precise Plans1  + $250 ea. 
 
Minor Accessory Construction On Precise Plans2 $400 
With Final Inspection (Required)  +$250 
Total   $650 
 
Failed inspection fee for Minor Accessory Construction + $250 
Modification to issued Permits for Minor Accessory Construction $250 
With Additional Inspections Required for Modified Minor Accessory Construction  + $250 
 
Major Accessory Construction On Developed Commercial Sites3  $5,000 
With Additional Inspections Required for Major Accessory Construction + $250 ea. 
With a Final Inspection/ As-builts Required + $350 
 
Failed Inspection Fee for Major Accessory Construction + $250 
Modification to Issued Permits for Major Accessory Construction $2500 
With Additional Inspections Required for Modified Major Accessory Construction  + $250 
 
RESIDENTIAL SITE/DRAINAGE PLANS 
Subdivision lots, Custom lots, Rural Single Family  
 
Approved by Administrative Review  $60 
Approved by Site Inspection  +$150 
With an In-Progress Inspection Required +$150 
With Final Inspection Required  +$150 
Maximum Total  $510 
 
Approved by Engineering Review   $360 
With Pre-Issuance Site Inspection (Required) $150 
Minimum Total  $510 
 
With Drainage Report Required for Engineering Review +$240 
With an In-Progress Inspection Required +$150 
With Final Inspection Required  +$150 
Maximum Total  $1050 
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Failed Inspection for Residential Permits $150 
 
Additional and Concurrent Permits for Engineering Review + $30 ea 
In-Progress Inspection Required for Additional and Concurrent Permits +$150 
 
Multi-Parcel Projects  + $150/ parcel 
 
Modification to Issued Permits   $250 
Modification to Issued Permits on Multi-Parcel Projects + $75/ parcel 
 
NEW SFR IN APPROVED SUBDIVISION – EXPEDITED PROCESS 
 
Lots Approved for Expedited Permit Process with Certified Pad Elevation  $60 
 
Final Inspection Required  + $150 
 
Other Fees 
Drainage Review Board Cases (Variances and Appeals)  
Commercial and Subdivision  $1,000 
All Other Sites  $250 
 
Board of Adjustment  $100 
 
Special Inspections - Consultations with County Staff (On-site or at 
County Offices) 
SFR  $150 
Commercial  $300 
Complex Projects  $350 
 
Work begun or completed without a permit  
Residential (violation case opened before permit initialization) $500 
Residential (voluntary compliance without a violation case opened) $250 
 
Commercial including subdivisions (with or without open violation case  opened) Fees Doubled 
 
Pre-Application review and meetings  $150 
 

 
1 COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL SITES AND USES, MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL, SUBDIVISION  
INFRASTRUCTURE,  SCHOOLS, GOLF COURSES AND OTHER RECREATIONAL FACILITIES, 
NON-EXEMPTED MUNICIPAL, SPECIAL DISTRICTS, CHURCHES, AND ALL OTHER PRECISE 
PLANS  
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2 SITES MUST HAVE AN ESTABLISHED PRIMARY USE, BE DEVELOPED IN SUBSTANTIAL 
CONFORMANCE WITH THE DRAINAGE REGULATIONS, AND THE CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY 
MUST DISTURB LESS THAN ONE ACRE.  MINOR ACCESSORY CONSTRUCTION INCLUDES, 
BUT IS NOT LIMITED TO, SIGNS, ADA ACCESSIBILITY RAMPS, PROPANE TANKS, TRASH 
ENCLOSURES, NON-LIVABLE  AND ACCESSORY BUILDINGS, AS DEFINED IN SECTION 301.  
 
3 SITES MUST HAVE AN ESTABLISHED PRIMARY USE, BE DEVELOPED IN SUBSTANTIAL 
CONFORMANCE WITH THE DRAINAGE REGULATIONS, AND THE CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY 
MUST DISTURB LESS THAN 5 ACRES.  
 

Date of Revisions 
*1 Effective 10-19-11 – TA2011012   

 
SECTION 1603. FEES FOR APPEALS*2, *7 
 
ARTICLE 1603.1 APPEALS:*6 The following fees shall be charged for the filing of an appeal 

concerning the interpretation or administration of this Ordinance with no 
provision for refund:  

 
FEE TYPE FEE  
Appeal of Determination of Zoning Inspector $300 
 

Date of Revisions 
*2 Revised 3-22-76 *7 Revised 8-1-91 
*6 Added 4-1-84   

 
SECTION 1604. APPLICATION FEES FOR VARIANCE 
 
ARTICLE 1604.1. APPLICATION FEES FOR VARIANCE: *8, *9  The following fees shall be 

charged for the filing of an application for any Variance to the regulations of 
this Ordinance with no provision for refund: 

 

FEE TYPE FEE 
Residential Variance $250 + $50 for each additional request 
Non-Residential Variance $750 + $100 for each additional request 
Blanket Variance $750 + $100 for each additional request 
Continuance of Public Hearing when requested 
by applicant prior to the hearing. 

$250 

Date of Revisions 
*8 Revised 2-20-94 *9 Revised 8-21-94 
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SECTION 1605. TEMPORARY USE PERMITS 
 

ARTICLE 1605.1. USE PERMITS:  The following fees shall be charged with no provision for 
refund: 

 
FEE TYPE MIN FEE BY USE 

Residential Temporary Use Permit $250 
Non-residential Temporary Use Permit $750 
 
Date of Revisions 
Entire chapter Revised & Effective   07-20-07   

 

SECTION 1606. OUTSTANDING FEES AND FINES 
 
ARTICLE 1606.1. No application shall be scheduled for hearing by any board or commission 
acting pursuant to the “Maricopa County Zoning Ordinance (MCZO)”, or administratively approved 
unless and until all fees and fines owed to the Department as a result of any activity or inactivity 
attributable to the property that is the subject of the application are brought current and paid in 
full or any amounts owed pursuant to an agreement of compliance are current, as the case me be.  
This requirement shall not be waived by the board/commission. *1 *2 
 
Date of Revisions 

*1 Effective 6-01-2009 TA2009003 *2 Effective 6-01-2010 TA2010003 
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SECTION 1701.  INDEX          
Accessory Buildings: 11-8 

 
Additional Dwelling Unit: 11-9 

 

Additional Yard and Open Space: 11-10 
 

Adult Businesses: 2-1, 8-14 
 

Agriculture: 13-1 
 

Aircraft: 11-19 

 
Amateur Radio Antennas: 11-19 

 
Amendments: 3-4 

 

Amendment Approval: 3-7 
 

Amendment by Commission: 3-5 
 

Amendment by Property Owner: 3-4 

 
Amendment to Zoning Ordinance Standards: 3-6 

 
Appeals: 3-2 

 
Applying General Provisions: 11-1 

 

Board of Adjustment: 3-1 
 

Boarding Stables: 13-2 
 

Building Permits: 15-2, 15-3, 15-4, 15-5 

 
Campers, Truck: 11-19 

 
Camping Trailers: 11-19 

 
Caretaker(s) Quarters:  13-13 

 

Churches: 5-1, 6-1, 8-9 
 

Citizen Review Process:  3-8 
 

Commercial Unit Plan of Development (CUPD):  10-7 

 
Compliance with County Plans: 3-8 

 
Construction of Language: 1-2 
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Construction Office/Yard Complex:  5-7, 8-1, 8-6, 8-13, 9-2 

 

Corner Lots:  11-12 
 

Corrals: 5-5, 6-4, 15-4 
 

Cottage Industry:  13-14 

 
Declaration: 1-1 

 
Definitions: 2-1 

 
Development Review: 15-5 

 

Development Rights, Protected: 12-16 
 

Drainage: 12-19 
 

Effective Date: 1-1 

 
Emergency Housing: 5-6, 6-5, 8-1, 8-5, 8-11, 9-2 

 
Enforcement: 15-3 

 
Events, Temporary: 13-11 

 

Farms: 5-1, 9-8 
 

Fees: 16-1 
 

Fences, Walls & Screening: 5-5, 6-4, 8-2, 8-13, 8-19, 8-22, 9-4, 9-11, 9-15, 10-8, 10-9, 10-22, 10-25, 10-28, 15-4 

 
Flood Control: 11-19 

 
General Provisions: 11-1 

 
Golf Courses: 5-3, 6-2 

 

Group Homes: 5-1, 6-1, 7-3 
 

Height Regulations, Additional: 11-11 
 

Hillside Regulations: 12-1 

 
Home Occupations: 5-3, 6-2, 13-4 

 
Housing, Temporary: 13-11 

 

Industrial Unit Plan of Development (IUPD): 10-8 
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Interpretation: 1-2 
 

Kennels: 13-2 

 
Key Lots: 6-4 

 
Lands Previously Zoned by other Jurisdictions: 4-4 

 

Lands Not Previously Zoned: 4-4 
 

Landscaping: 8-3, 8-7, 9-5, 10-5, 10-8, 10-10, 10-24, 10-26  
 

Loading and Unloading: 11-6 
 

Lot Area and Dimension: 11-9 

 
Lots Divided by Zoning District Boundaries: 4-4 

 
Manufactured home: 5-1, 6-1 

 

Mobile Home Parks: 12-14, 13-2 
 

Mobile Home Subdivisions: 11-10, 13-2 
 

Model Home Sales Office: 5-7, 6-6 
 

Motor Homes: 11-19, 13-7 

 
Noise: 10-8, 10-10, 10-17, 10-18, 10-19, 10-24, 10-26  

 
Nonconforming Uses: 13-17 

 

Non Residential Use of Mobile Home: 13-12 
 

Notice Requirements: 3-4, 3-8 
 

Number of Principal Buildings on a Lot: 11-9 
 

Outdoor Light: 11-14 

 
Outdoor Light, Prohibited: 11-16 

 
Overlay Zoning District, HWY 74 Scenic Corridor: 10-27 

 

Overlay Zoning District, Planned Development (PD): 10-10 
 

Overlay Zoning District, Senior Citizens (SC): 10-13 
 

Overlay Zoning District, Westside Military Airbase: 10-15 

 
Overlay Zoning District, Wickenburg Scenic Corridor: 10-19 
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Planned Area Development (PAD): 10-1 

 

Parking: 11-1 
 

Parking, Additional Regulations:  11-5 
Parking, Design: 11-2 

 

Parking, Handicapped: 10-9 
 

Parking, Layout: 11-4 
 

Penalty: 15-2 
 

Plant Nurseries: 5-4, 8-16 

 
Public Hearings: 3-4 

 
Public Way Vacation: 4-4 

 

Purpose: 1-1 
 

Reconsideration of Denied Petition: 3-8 
 

Repeal of Conflicting Ordinances: 1-2 
 

Residential Unit Plan of Development (RUPD): 10-5 

 
Rezoning: 3-4 

 
Riding and Boarding Stables: 13-2 

 

Right of Way, Acquisition: 11-7 
 

Schools: 5-2, 6-1, 6-2, 8-10 
 

Separability Clause: 1-2 
 

Setback Lines: 11-7 

 
Sight Triangle: 11-13 

 
Signs: Chapter 14, 13-8 

 

Special Uses: 13-1 
 

Swimming Pools: 5-5, 6-4, 7-4, 15-4 
 

Temporary Events: 13-11 

 
Temporary Housing: 13-11 
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Temporary Seasonal Sales: 13-13 

 

Title: 1-1 
 

Travel Trailers: 11-19 
 

Underage Occupancy: 13-12 

 
Uses, Accessory: 11-8 

 
Uses, Exempted: 13-17 

 
Uses, Nonconforming: 13-17 

 

Uses, Special: 13-1 
 

Use, Temporary: 13-10 
 

Variance: 3-2 

 
Violation: 15-1 

 
Wireless Communication Facilities: 12-8, 13-6 

 
Yard & Space Regulations, Additional: 11-10 

 

Zoning Clearance: 15-4 
 

Zoning Clearance, Expiration of: 15-4 
 

Zoning Clearance, Limitation of: 15-4 

 
Zoning, Conditional: 3-7 

 
Zoning Districts: 4-1 

 
Zoning Districts, Boundaries: 4-3 

 

Zoning Districts, Boundary Lines: 4-3 
 

Zoning districts, Boundary Determination: 4-3 
 

Zoning Districts, Commercial: 8-1 

 
Zoning Districts, Establishment of: 4-1 

 
Zoning Districts, Industrial: 9-1 

 

Zoning Districts, Multiple Family Residential: 7-1 
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Zoning Districts, Overlay: 10-1 
 

Zoning Districts, Rural: 5-1 

 
Zoning Districts, Single Family Residential: 6-1 

 
Zoning Inspection: 15-1 

 

 
SECTION 1702.  APPENDICES         
 

 ARTICLE 1702.1. REQUIREMENTS FOR THE HEIGHT, YARD AND INTENSITY OF 
USE REGULATIONS FOR RURAL & RESIDENTIAL ZONING 
DISTRICTS: 

 

 
 

ZONING 
DISTRICT 

 
MAXIMUM 
BUILDING 
HEIGHT 

 
MINIMUM YARD REGULATIONS (FEET) 

 
INTENSITY OF USE REGULATIONS 

 
STORIES 

 
FEET 

 
FRONT 

 
REAR 

 

 
INTERIOR 

SIDE 

 
STREET 

SIDE 

MIN. LOT 
AREA 

(SQ. FT.) 

MIN. 
LOT 

WIDTH 
(FT.) 

MIN. LOT 
AREA PER 
DWELLING 

UNIT 
(SQ. FT.) 

MAX  LOT 
COVERAGE 
(% OF LOT) 

MIN. DIST. 
BETWEEN 

BUILDINGS 
(FT) 

 
RURAL - 190 

 
2 
 

 
30 

 
60 

 
60 

 
30 

 
30 

 
190,000 

 
300 

 
190,000 

 
5 

 
15 

 
RURAL - 70 

 
2 

 
30 

 
60 

 
60 

 
30 

 
30 

 
70,000 

 
250 

 
70,000 

 
10 

 
15 

 
RURAL - 43 

 
2 

 
30 

 
40 

 
40 

 
30 

 
20 

 
43,560 

 
145 

 
43,560 

 
15 

 
15 

 
R1 - 35 

 
2 

 
30 

 
40 

 
40 

 
20 

 
20 

 
35,000 

 
145 

 
35,000 

 
20 

 
15 

 
R1 - 18 

 
2 

 
30 

 
30 

 
30 

 
10 

 
15 

 
18,000 

 
120 

 
18,000 

 
25 

 
15 

 
R1 - 10 

 
2 

 
30 

 
20 

 
25 

 
7 

 
10 

 
10,000 

 
80 

 
10,000 

 
30 

 
15 

 
R1 - 8 

 
2 

 
30 

 
20 

 
25 

 
7 

 
10 

 
8,000 

 
80 

 
8,000 

 
35 

 
15 

 
R1 - 7 

 
2 

 
30 

 
20 

 
25 

 
5 

 
10 

 
7,000 

 
70 

 
7,000 

 
35 

 
15 

 
R1 - 6 

 
2 

 
30 

 
20 

 
25 

 
5 

 
10 

 
6,000 

 
60 

 
6,000 

 
40 

 
10 

 
R - 2 

 
2 

 
30 

 
20 

 
25 

 
5 

 
10 

 
6,000 

 
60 

 
4,000 

 
50 

 
10 

 
R - 3 

 
3 

 
40 

 
20 

 
25 

 
5 

 
10 

 
6,000 

 
60 

 
3,000 

 
50 

 
10 
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R - 4 

 
3 

 
40 

 
20 

 
25 

 
5 

 
10 

 
6,000 

 
60 

 
2,000 

 
50 

 
10 

 
R - 5 

 
3 

 
40 

 
20 

 
25 

 
5 

 
10 

 
6,000 

 
60 

 
1,000 

 
50 

 
10 

 
THIS APPENDIX IS ESTABLISHED AS A REFERENCE GUIDE TO THIS ZONING ORDINANCE BUT IT IS NOT AN INTEGRAL PART THEREOF.  WHENEVER 
THERE IS ANY DIFFERENCE IN MEANING OR IMPLICATION BETWEEN THIS APPENDIX AND THE TEXT OF THIS ZONING ORDINANCE, THE TEXT OF THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE SHALL PREVAIL.   

 

SECTION 1703.  REVISIONS/ADDITIONS       

 
AMENDMENT 

 
CHANGES/ADDITIONS/DELETIONS 

 
AFFECTED SECTIONS 

 
DATE 

 

2002-004 

 

REFORMATTED 

 

ALL 

 

 

 
2007016 PLAN OF DEVELOPMENT PROCESS 

AMENDS SECTION 304, 
306,701,702,801,802,803,804, 

805,901,902,903,1002,1003,1004
,1005,1008,1201,1602 9-22-08 

2008005 ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS 

AMENDS SECTION 201, 501, 

601.2, 1002.9, 1106.1, 1301.1.43, 
1703 10-15-08 

2008008 PLAN OF DEVELOPMENT PROCESS 

AMENDS SECTION 701.9, 702.8, 

801.9, 802.9, 803.9, 804.9, 805.9 1-16-09 

2009003 OUTSTANDING FEES & FINES 

AMENDS SECTION 303.6.4, 

304.2.6, 304.9.3, 306.8, 1301.2, 

1301.3.2, 1606.1  

2009012 

MILITARY AIRPORT AND ANCILLARY 

MILITARY FACILITY 

AMENDS SECTION 303.2, 1007, 

1010, 1602, 1703 3-17-10 

2010003 OUTSTANDING FEES AND FINES 

AMENDS SECTION 303.6.4, 
304.2.7, 303.9.3, 306.8, 1301.2, 

1302.3.2.6, 1606.1 6-01-10 

2010001 ZONING CLEARANCE – KEY LOTS AMENDS SECTION 1504.5 9-18-10 

2009017 RENEWABLE ENERGY SYSTEMS 

AMENDS SECTION 501,502, 503, 

601, 602, 603, 604, 605, 606, 
701, 702, 801, 802, 803, 804, 

805, 901, 902, 903, 1001, 1002, 
1003, 1004, 1008, 1009, 1110, 

1111, 1206, 1703 11-19-10 

2010009 
CODE ENFORCEMENT APPEALST TO 
BOA 

AMENDS SECTION 201, 501.2, 
601.2, 1301.1 11-03-10 

2010013 CHARTER SCHOOLS AMENDS SECTION 303.2, 1504.3 11-03-10 

2010017 MEDICAL MARIJUANA 

AMENDS SECTION 201, 501.2, 

601.2, 804.2, 1301.1, 1703 12-28-10 

2010014 HOME DAYCARE 
AMENDS SECTION 201, 501.2, 
601.2 2-11-11 

2007006 SIGN REGULATIONS 
AMENDS SECTION 201 AND 
REPLACES CHAPTER 14. 2-09-11 
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AMENDMENT 

 

CHANGES/ADDITIONS/DELETIONS 

 

AFFECTED SECTIONS 

 

DATE 

2010020 PAVING OF EASEMENTS AMENDS SECTION 1504.5.3 3-16-11 

2010022 STRUCTURE HEIGHTS 

AMENDS SECTION 501.3, 502.3, 

503.3, 601.3, 602.3, 603.3, 604.3, 
605.3, 606.3, 701.3, 702.3, 801.3, 

802.3, 803.3, 804.3, 805.3, 901.3, 

902.3, 903.3, 1111.6, 1111.7, 
1703. 3-16-11 

2008004 OUTDOOR LIGHTING PROVISIONS 

AMENDS SECTION 1112.3, 

1112.7.1 9-14-11 

2011003 

A-FRAMES AND LIGHT POLE BANNER 

SIGNS 

AMENDS SECTION 201, 1401, 

1403 9-14-11 

2011008 RENEWABLE ENERGY SYSTEMS AMENDS SECTION 1206 9-14-11 

2011005 SUBPOENA POWER AMENDS SECTION 1504.3 9-28-11 

2011010 REQUIRED SIDE YARDS AMENDS SECTION 1106.2, 1110.6 10-19-11 

2011011 CONTINUING EXISTING USES AMENDS SECTION 1305.1 10-19-11 

2011012 DRAINAGE AMENDS SECTION 1205, 1602 10-19-11 

2011013 DISTANCE BETWEEN BUILDINGS 

AMENDS SECTION 501.5, 502.5, 

503.5, 601.5, 602.5, 603.2, 604.5, 
605.5, 606.5, 701.5, 702.5 10-19-11 

2011014 ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS AMENDS SECTION 501.2, 601.2 10-19-11 

2011017 FARMS AND ROADSIDE STANDS AMENDS SECTION 201, 501.2 10-19-11 

2011018 HILLSIDE AMENDS SECTION 1201 10-19-11 

2011019 ZONING AND DRAINAGE CLEARANCE AMENDS SECTION 1205.7, 1504.5 12-14-11 

2007018 EMERGENCY SERVICE PROVIDERS 
AMENDS SECTIONS 501.2.10, 
601.2.8, 803.2.19, 1301.1.45  1-11-12 

2010012 

MOBILE AND MANUFACTURED 

HOMES 

AMENDS SECTIONS 201, 501.2.2, 

601.2.2, 1301.1.15, 1301.1.38 1-11-12 

 




