
N
ature R

ules – C
urb Your D

ust 
K

now
 The Law

 B
efore You D

rive, R
ide, O

r Park O
n 

U
npaved Surfaces 

 
M

otor vehicle use on unpaved surfaces is lim
ited in 

M
aricopa C

ounty. 
Please check w

ith the agencies listed below
,  

before you drive, ride, or park your m
otor vehicle on 

unpaved surfaces in M
aricopa C

ounty. 
 Tonto N

ational Forest: You can drive your m
otor vehi-

cle on m
arked N

ational Forest S
ystem

 R
oads or M

otor-
ized Trails, as identified in the forest transportation at-
las, w

ithout obtaining perm
ission from

 the Tonto N
a-

tional Forest. P
ossessing or using a m

otor vehicle off 
any N

ational Forest S
ystem

 R
oad/Trail is prohibited (36 

C
FR

 261.56). In addition, the Tonto N
ational Forest has 

identified tw
o areas w

here m
anagem

ent of off-highw
ay 

vehicle use is the prim
ary em

phasis. Authorization for 
the use of the follow

ing areas can be obtained from
 the 

M
esa R

anger D
istrict: 

• 
R

olls 
O

ff-H
ighw

ay 
V

ehicle 
A

rea-M
esa. 

C
all 

480-610-3300 for m
ore inform

ation. 
• 

B
ulldog C

anyon O
ff-H

ighw
ay A

rea-M
esa. C

all 
480-610-3300 for m

ore inform
ation. 

B
LM

 Lands: You can drive your m
otor vehicle on un-

paved surfaces after obtaining perm
ission from

 the B
u-

reau of Land M
anagem

ent (B
LM

) or on trails posted 
“open.” C

all the B
LM

 at 623-580-5500 for m
ore inform

a-
tion. A

s of this publication, the follow
ing trails are posted 

“open”: 
• 

H
arquahala 

M
ountain 

Sum
m

it 
R

oad 
Back-

country 
B

yw
ay-W

ickenburg. 
C

all 
623-580-

5500 for m
ore inform

ation. 
• 

H
arquahala M

ountains A
rea / B

oulders S
tag-

ing Area-W
ickenburg. C

all 623-580-5500 for 
m

ore inform
ation. 

 State Trust Lands: S
tate Trust Land is not public land. 

You can drive your m
otor vehicle on unpaved surfaces 

after obtaining perm
ission from

 the A
rizona S

tate Land 
D

epartm
ent or if the property is posted “open.” N

ot all 
S

tate Trust Land is available for recreation. For m
ore 

inform
ation, log on to http://w

w
w

.land.az.us or call 602-
364-2753. 
 G

am
e &

 Fish Land: You can drive your m
otor vehicle 

on unpaved surfaces after obtaining perm
ission from

 
the A

rizona G
am

e &
 Fish D

epartm
ent or if the property 

is posted “open.” C
all 602-942-3000 or log on to  

w
w

w
.azgfd.gov/ohv   for m

ore inform
ation. 

Enlarged m
ap on reverse side. 

 
D

isclaim
er: 

B
efore driving, riding, or parking on any 

land, check w
ith the appropriate agency 

about the rules and requirem
ents. 

You m
ay be subject to fines and 

penalties if you violate the rules and 
requirem

ents. 
R

iding is prohibited on H
igh P

ollution 
Advisory (H

PA) days in m
ost of M

aricopa 
C

ounty. 
 

S
ign up for H

P
A

 alerts and inform
ation at 

R
unningO

utofA
ir.com

 
 

In cooperation w
ith: 

 
Tonto N

ational Forest 
B

LM
 Lands 

S
tate Trust Lands 

G
am

e &
 Fish D

epartm
ent 

C
ounty P

arks 

N
ative A

m
erican C

om
m

unities: You can drive your 
m

otor vehicle on designated trails on Indian reserva-
tions if you have a perm

it from
 the particular tribe. C

all 
the A

rizona C
om

m
ission of Indian A

ffairs at 602-542-
3123 for m

ore inform
ation. 

 C
ounty Parks: All trails w

ithin M
aricopa C

ounty parks 
are for non-m

otorized use only and are off-lim
its to 

m
otor vehicles. C

all M
aricopa C

ounty P
arks &

 R
ecrea-

tion 
D

epartm
ent 

at 
602-506-2930 

or 
log 

on 
to 

w
w

w
.m

aricopa.gov/aq for m
ore inform

ation. 
 Incorporated C

ities: You can drive your m
otor vehicle 

on legally designated roads or highw
ays. You cannot 

drive, ride, or park your m
otor vehicle on unpaved sur-

faces. For m
ore inform

ation, call a city listed below
: 

 
Apache Junction 

480-982-8260 
Avondale 

 
623-333-7001 

Buckeye 
 

623-349-6800 
C

arefree 
 

602-876-1742 
    C

arefree M
arshal 

480-488-3686 
C

ave C
reek  

480-595-1930 
C

handler 
 

480-782-4100 
El M

irage 
 

623-933-1341 
Fountain H

ills 
602-252-7840 

G
ilbert 

 
480-503-6500 

G
lendale  

 
623-930-3000 

G
oodyear  

 
623-932-1220 

G
uadalupe  

602-876-1011  
Litchfield Park 

623-935-1066 x109 
M

esa  
 

480-644-2211 
P

aradise V
alley  

480-948-7410 
P

eoria 
 

623-773-8311 
Phoenix  

 
602-262-7626 

Q
ueen C

reek 
480-358-3770 

S
cottsdale  

 
480-312-5000 

Surprise 
 

623-222-4000 
Tem

pe 
 

480-966-6211 
Tolleson 

 
623-936-7111 

Youngtow
n  

623-974-3665 
W

ickenburg  
928-668-0518  

 U
nincorporated 

Lands: 
U

nincorporated 
lands 

are 
lands that are not legally part-of a city (i.e., county is-
lands). You can drive your m

otor vehicle on legally des-
ignated roads or highw

ays. You cannot drive, ride, or 
park your m

otor vehicle on unpaved surfaces. For m
ore 

inform
ation, call 602-506-6010. 
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be used as a reference
to identify land and

property ow
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ithin
M

aricopa C
ounty.

B
efore riding or driving
on lands, check w

ith
the appropriate agency

about rules and
requirem

ents.The reverse
page show

s contact
inform

ation for each
agency listed below

.
S
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R
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ir.com

BLM
 Lands

C
ounty Parks

State Trust Lands

Tonto N
ational Forest

N
ative Am

erican C
om

m
unities

U
nincorporated Lands



 

Maricopa County 
Air Quality Department 

FACT SHEET 

 

 

 
P-28 – Off-Road Vehicle Use in Unincorporated Areas of Maricopa County 

This ordinance is intended to prevent off-road vehicle use in areas are not designated to the 
public. 

 
A person cannot use any vehicle on unpaved public or unpaved private property within                  
unincorporated areas of Maricopa County without lawful authority. Unincorporated areas of Maricopa 
County are sometimes referred to as county islands and include all areas of the county that are not 
included in cities and towns (incorporated areas). 

 
If you chose to operate a vehicle on unpaved property in cities and towns (incorporated areas), 
please observe the local codes/ordinances that restrict vehicle operations on unpaved surfaces. 
 
Lawful authority can be determined or granted in several ways. A person may find the status of  
property access in an order/ rule or regulation from a government land management agency, a    
current map approved by such agency, proper sign posting on the land, or by written permission 
from a public or private land owner. 
 
If a person uses a vehicle on unpaved public or unpaved private property without lawful authority 
then they are guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor. The associated penalty is performing at least eight 
but not more than 24 hours of a community restitution course related to off-highway operation of  
motor vehicles 
 
You can use a vehicle on: 
 

• designated or opened trail systems 
• service roads 
• any other property dedicated or otherwise reserved for public or private street uses, as       
evidenced by a recorded document, or having thereon a public easement for such use 

 
For more information, please visit the following websites: 
 
www.azstateparks.com/partnerships/ohv/ohvindex.html  
www.azgfd.gov/outdoor_recreation/arizona_ohv_trails.shtml  
www.nohvcc.org 
www.land.state.az.us/programs/natural/recreation_permit.htm  
 


